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Repe mance: . Holinefo ro rk we 
aka hear the great Lover of Men fay, 
1 our Souls, I haut loved thee: 
wich an everlaſting Love theręſare with 
Eoving- have. I drawn thee. 


the Power and Grace: of God, to 
with. Jeſus: Chriſt ; chen we may 
condude, chat wie ure ſome of the happy 
Soul, han were loved with everlaſting 
Eovey and may aſſure — 
che ume Love — will 


2 


Kindnefs: 11 
our Souls conſeht 10 his Terms of gel- 
vation; then ve have been drawn witch his 

Cords of Love; and if we are drawn, 


./ / / / (. on a nehn 


bring | 


"DEDICATTON. E 


Pwr: Glory; thro" alk the Diſh» 
_ eulties:bf the preſent: Liſe: For, as hid 
Sernal IC ball Fund, and be will 
45 ali dis Pleuſute 5; and the Gifts. aud 
Calli of God are without R tance; 
Then, hum he loved from everlaſting; 
he: e to everlaſting. 3 a 


E ate ut from 
LA Pp * 


Cbril. That whi 
Paul full Aae the Unchanges 


ableneſt of the Lone of Chriſty ney 
aſſute us Alſo, of the Perpet uity df e 
ſame rice. I am * er tees 
ther; Daurb nor e Angels, rr 
Principalities, nor Powers, nur. Ni 
- preſent; nor Things to came, nor 
nar: Depth, : nor any other Creature; | 
be able un ſeparate us. 7 
Gad, 20 4 is in Ghriff Zar aur Lara. 
— pony oa the Things 
that a finding Time. Bos 
the Sabvdtzon — „ | 
AN N ae. 50 
form it tothe Day of Cbriſt. Wuh his 


| E came over: che 


and Hills of our. Corruptions 
and {rm to bring bis Grace 
indo our 


3 and having taken Poſ- 
{4 1 


„ BED 


ſesen of the Throne, bin warn 
babe Dominion oder uu. And the) Sin 
may cloud our Evidence of the Love of 
Chriſt to us; yet Sin Hal nut ſepurate 
| from the Love'1tſelf ; for tho ve do 
gh, every Day, to provoktchim to 
withdraw his Love. from us z hetlimany | 
Waters 4 cannot quench, nor the'\\Floods: 
dibon it. Obapo: Souls; chat ate ih- 
tereſted in this eternal and unthingeable. 
Love, and can alſo make it out l By&heſe: 
Things Men live, and this is theiLife of my 
Spirit; ſaid one of the beſt of ie Kings 
of Judab; and i am perſuaded that you, 
dear and honoured Sir, have the — | 
rience and Witneſs of the ſame, in x 
dern Soul. Vou know that it. not the 
Love of Chriſt; as ĩt is unchangeable „or 
as it is everlaſting; chat can de to 
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have taken Care 70 pleaſe Men for their 
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except a fe poor, mean Performuncks; 


but what I have, I hope I bring werb # 
willing Mind. You know Sir that every 
one has not the ſame Kind or Meafurs 
of Gifts and Grace; the Spirit of God 
gives to every one ſeverally even as be will: 
Some are fitted fo plant, and others 10 
water the Plants of Righteouſneſs; 1 
leave it to the Sovereign Pleaſure of the 
Lord of the Vinyard, to do with me, as 
ſeemeth good to him; ſo that he will 
honour my poor weak Attempts, with 
his own Bleffing. Tho! 1 


that is ſuch as I thought apt, and proper; 
to repreſent the Geſpel Myſteries by; 
and to endeavour to bfing down the 
Truths of God, to the Capacities of the 


common Readers; I have taken no 


Thought, at all, about gratifying fuch 
as, too often, feed on the Chaff of en- 
ticing Words of Man's Wiſdom ; but 1 


Edification.' And thus I do; becauſe I 


am well aſſured, that the Succeſs of our 
Preaching 


and Writing, does not tand 
in the Wiſdom of Men, but in ibe Pomer 
F tbe Spirit Gens beide! 
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bother. I hope 


1 W eee ſuch a6 


i is, to yout Patronage; incouraged 


3 both from your Choice of his 
for me; and your favourable 
* of. che former Diſcourſes, 


I hall add n 


He Cloſe, to ſubjoin that particular 
Uſe and Application of this Subject, 


which: the perſonal Wiſdom of Gd 


himſelf had prepared to our Hands ; 
that is, to ſhew us what the Love of 
. and Grace of God conſtrain: the 


Chriſtian unto. 1 
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as mine; that Know 
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the one to quicken their Souls to the 
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| Prov. VIII. zo, 31. 
1 Then I was by him, as one brought up with 
B and I was daily his Delight ; re- 
7 always before him; rejoycing in 
e habitable Part of his Earth, and 
— | Delighes were with the Sons of Men. 


IS HIS Book, of the Proverbs, 
vas written by Solomon, the wiſeſt 

JS of all the Kings of //ae!; and 
GAS of all Men upon Earth. That's 
one Reaſon, why all wiſe Men 
ſhould carefully attend to the Matter con- 
tained in it; but there is yet another Reaſon 
why all true Chriſtians ſhould make it the 


Matter of their humble Study ; and that is, 
N; B becauſe. 


/ 


2 - T7 he Þverlaſtins Love rener 
becauſe the Get ce Deſign of the Book is |} ,. 
to treat of one greater than Solomon; even of N 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Wiſdom of God; I be 
for we may truly ſay, with Regard to the i N 
Perſon ſpeaking in our Text, as our Lord Si 
Jeſus Chriſt did, of himſelf, Matt. xii. 42. it 
greater tban Solomon is bere— This Book of | be 
Proverbs conſiſts, principally, or for the moſt hi 
Part, of ſhort. Sentences, that have no ma- of 
nifeſt Dependance one upon another 3 but W. 
contain their intire Senſe within themſelves; ve. 
conſiſting of wiſe Sayings, utter'd with a us 
Deſign to make Men Wiſe and Good. But N. 
here and there you may obſerve a cloſe Con- ¶ tai 
n:Etion between one Verſe and another; and I Li. 
ſo it is in this Chapter, where our Text lies. are 
The Words of our Text have a manifeſt De- uh 
pendance upon the foregoing Verſes; as will J 
be ſeen afterwards. This Portion of Scrip- an 
ture, conſider'd in Connection with the Con- 15 
text, contains a very neceſſary and material can 
Part of revealed Religion; ſomething like tak. 
that Portion of Scripture, 2 Cor. v. 19. God wit! 
was in Chriſt, reconciling tbe World unto him- givi 
fell, As to the Truths contained herein, the why 
Light of Nature is intirely ſilent about them. My 
Tho' that Light does reveal to Men the Be- the 
ing of God, with ſome of his divine Per- coul 
fections; fo far at leaſt, as to leave Men] vain 
without Excuſe, if they glorify him not as] at E 
God; and it diſcovers ſome groſs Acts off he c 
Sia, and admoniſhes of ſome general Du- For 


| tics 3 yet It does not diſcover what is brough My! 
| to 


Serm. I. Teſus Chrift to a loft World, 3 
to Light thro? the Goſpel. All the Light of 
1 of Nature cannot ſhew Men either how they 
od; became ſinful and miſerable; or what fallen 
the Man muſt do, in Order to obtain Pardon of 
ord $ Sin, or to eſcape eternal Miſery; but in vain 
Ait turns Men into themſelves for Relief: 
of 'F becauſe it cannot preach Jeſus Chriſt and 
10ſt his Undertaking and Benefits; or the Way 
ma- of Conveyance of them to Men. There 
but F was, therefore, a Neceſſity of a divine Re- 
es; FF velation, and God has mercifully given it to 
h a us by the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
But New Teſtaments ; which are the only cer- 
on F tain and perſect Rule of Faith, Worſhip and 
and Life; and the only true and infallible Stand- 
lies. ard to try all Doctrines and Spirits by; in 
De- which there is nothing contain'd, contrary 
will to right Reaſon ; tho? there are many great 
rip- and glotious Myſteries, contain'd in the Flg- 
on- F ly Scriptures, which human, finite Reaſon 
rial cannot account for; theſe ſhould: be humbly 
like taken up, by us, as God has laid them down, 
God | without cavilling at them, or pretending to 
vim- | give Reaſons how they pollibly can be ; or 
the why they are ſo: for if there are many 
em. 8 Myſteries in Nature, which no Man, fince 
Be-J the Creation of the World, to this Day, 
Per- could ever account for; why ſhould proud, 
ny vain Man leave things undetermin'd, that are 
ot as at Home, and reject heavenly things, becaule 
he cannot ſubject them to his finite Reaſon ? 
For all wiſe Men will allow, that heavenly 
Myſteries exceed all the Mytteries of Nature, 
B 2 as 


R 


as far as the Heavens exceed the Earth. 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt intimated as much to 
Nicodemus, John iii. 12. FI have told you of 
eartbly things and ye believe not, how ſhall ye | 


believe if I tell you of heavenly things * And 
he inſtances in one of the Wonders of Nature; 


the Wind bloweth where it liſtetb, or where 


God pleaſeth, and thou heareſt the Sound, and 


ſeeſt the Effects, thereof, but canſt not tell 


whence it cometh, or whither it goethb; ſo is 


every one that is born of the Spirit, 
Is the Words of our Text we have theſe 
three Parts.; 


1. Tae Perſon ſpeaking 3; together with 


the Perſon ſpoken of. 


(1.) Tae Perſon ſpeaking ; and the Con- 
text ſufficiently informs us, that it is the per- 
ſonal Wiſdom of God; the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; | 


the eternal Son of God, conſider'd as he 


that was to be incarnate, as an Undertaker 


for the Redemption and Salvation of Sinners. 
Under the Character of the Meſſias, the 


People of God waited for his appearing in 


ne Fleſh, thro? all the Ages of the World; 


-om God's giving out the firſt Promiſe of 


nim, Gen. iti. 15. till the Fulneſs of the 
Time when Jeſus Chriſt was actually come; 
they ſpake of him as he that was to come, 


Matt. xi. 3. Art thou he that ſhould come, er 


look we for another ? This 1s the very Perſon, 
who, in the Scriptures, both of the Old and 
New Teſtament, 1s called Wiſdom, | 


(2.) Tas 


N in the Context: 
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( 2.) Taz Perſon of whom theſe: Words 
are ſpoken, which are contain'd in our Text; 
and that is God the Father [or God, conſiſt- 
ing of three divine Perſons] imply'd | in the 
ſeveral relative Pronouns in the Text 1t- 
ſelf, and explain'd in many other Expreſ- 
I was by him; 1 was 
brought up with him; I was daily bis De- 
light; rejoycing always before him, Theſe 
Pronouns refer us back to ſome foregoing 
Verſes, for Explication; where we have the 
Name of the Perſon refered to, Ver. 22. 
The Lord poſſeſſed me in the Begining of his Ways 
before bis Works of Old. 
2, Trs S-a/on, whereunto all theſe things 


are to be refered ; and that's imply'd in the 
Word bez. 


Which, for Illuſtration- ſake, I 
will take the Liberty to add unto each Sen- 
tence. Then was I by him; ben was I 
brought up with him; then were my De- 
lights with the Sons of Men. 
fon was from Everlaſting; prov'd by an In- 
duction of Particulars, in ſeveral Verſes of 
the Context, which I muſt, afterwards, turn 
you to; and then the chief things, contained 
in our Text, will lie the plainer before us. 

3. Tux principal Matter of which our 
Text treats z and that's preſented to us under 
theſe three Heads. | 

(1.) Ax Aſſertion of the Eternity of our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt: I was by bim; I was 
brought up with him; namely, with God the 
Father, from Everlaſting ; before the Hills 
B 3 and 


And that Sea- 
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and Mountains were framed; or any Crea- 
ture was formed, in Heaven or Earth; like 


that Expreſſion of Moſes, Pſal. xc. 2. Before 
the Mountains were brought forth, or ever thou | 


had}t formed the Earth, or the World, from E- 
verlaſiing to Everlaſtirg thou art Gad. 
(2.) Tus mutual Pleaſure, Satisfaction 


and Delight, that God the Father and Son 


took, in each other, from all Eternity. 

[i.] Tus Delight and Satisfact ion which 
God the Father took in his eternal Son, from 
Everlaſting, expreſs'd in theſe Words, I 


was daily, or continually, bis Delight. There 


was none from Everlaſting for God the Fa- 
ther to delight in, but himſelf ; that is, one 


only living and true God; conſiſting of 


three divine Perſons, But this Delight of 
the Father in Jeſus Chriſt, ſeems eſpecially to 


refer to Chriſt as Mediator between God and 
Men; as the Redeemer of loſt Sinners; 


and to the perfect Diſcharge of the Work 


which the Father had given him to do. 
Which he ſpeaks of as highly pleaſing to the | 


Father ; John x. 17. Therefore doth my Fa- 
ther love me; becauſe 1 lay down my Life. 
As the Son of God he was loved on another 
Conſideration, but as Mediator, he was 
loved of the Father as his Ele& and faithful 
Servant, Iſa. xlii. 1. Bebold my Servant, 
whom I uphold, mine Elect, in whom my Soul 
delighueth. O the wonderful Love and Grace 
of God the Father, that he ſhould love his 

Son, 
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Son, as M. diator, the more, for that he laid 
down his Life for the loſt Sheep! 

[2.] Taz Pleaſure, Satisfaction and De- 
light, which Jeſus Chriſt took, from all E. 
ternity, in God the Father, expreſs in 
theſe Words, Rejoycing always before bim. 
Taking his higheſt Delight in the divine Per- 
fections, and in the infinite Love and Com- 
placency of the Father towards him. 

(3.) Tax Delight that Jeſus Chriſt took in 
the Proſpect of the Redemption and Salvation 
of all that the Father had given him. Ex- 
preſs'd in theſe Words; Rejoycing in the ba- 
bitable Paris of his Earth; and my Deliglis 
were with the Sense, Men. Not fo much in 
the Proſpect of their Being; or of their 
bearing of his Image, in the firſt Creation; 
as in their Redemption and Salvation, thro' 
his Obedience and Death ; his Conveyance 
of Grace to them ; and his bringing them to 
Glory, to be with him where he is, and 
be glorified with him. Thus I have given 
you the Diviſion of the Words, as an Intro- 
duction to ſome Diſcourſes, the Matter of 
which ſhalll be comprized under the three 
Heads now taken Notice of. 

Firſt, 1 ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate, to 
you, who it is that ſpeaks in our Text. Then 
was I by him. And for as much as our Text 
is but a Continuation of what was begun, 


many Verſes before, in this Chapter, I ſhall 


refer you to two of them, to explain this 
Part of our Text. 


B 4 1. Tux 


but to Jeſus Chriſt alone; and unto his being 


9 : = 175 Be _ — 


1, Tux firſt Text that I ſhall turn you to 


is Verſe 12. Where you have the ſame Per- 


ſon ſpeaking, under the Character of Wiſdom. | 


J Wiſdom dwell with Prudence, and find out 
Knowledge of wwily Iventiens, It is weak and 
ablurd to underſtand this Wiſdom cf an intel- 
lectual Habit, in Man; for tho* Men, by 
the Wildom that God has given them, do 
find out many curious Inventions; yet it may 
be obſerved, in many undeniable Inſtances, 
that the Wiſdom here ſpeaking, is the per/c- 
nal Wiſdom of God, and not any Habit that 
is in Men; for this Wiſdom was with God, 
from cverlaſting; but Men were not in Be- 
ing, at that Seaſon, which is here, all along, 


refered unto, even before the Creation of 


the World. This Wiſdom mult needs be in- 
tended of ſome Perſon, that exiſted before 
the Hills and Mountains were framed ; and 
they were formed before Man himſelf. A- 
gain, as this Wiſdom is not intended of an 
intellectual Habit in Man; fo it is not intend- 
ed of that infinite and eſſential Perfection of 
God, or Property of the divine Nature, 
whereby God knows all Perſons and Things: 
for then what is ſpoken of one Perſon of the 
Holy Trinity, under the Name and Stile of 
Wiſdom, would be equally applicable to each 
Perſon in the Godhead: becauſe infinite Wiſ- 
dom belongs to each of them. But the 
things, here ſpoken of Wiſdom, can be 
applicable to none in Heaven or on Earth, 


{et 
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ſet up, from everlaſting, to be a Surety for 
his People; and Mediator between God and 
Men. Therefore our Text, with the Context, 
is to be underſtood of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the perſonal Wiſdom of God; who, in the 
Fulneſs of Time, took upon him our Na- 
ture, became Man, bore our Guilt by Impu- 
tation, and died and roſe again for his People. 
Obſerve it every where, thro* this Chapter, and 
you may ſee, that the whole Diſcourſe runs in 
the Name of a Perſon ; and the Properties of 
a Perſon are all along aſcribed to him. 

I AckxvowLEDOR that under the Term 
Wiſdom, ſometimes we are to underſtand the 
Holy Scriptures, the Word of Wiſdom; or 
all the divine Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and of the Knowledge of Chriſt, made ours, 
1'Cor.i. 30. bo of God is made unto us, Wiſdom, 
&c. And it is alſo to be underſtood ſometimes. 
of a prevailing, reverential Fear of God u 
on the Hearts of Men ; and for the whole of 
Religion in the Power of it; for the Hatred 
of Sin, and the ſincere Practice of Godli- 
neſs, Job xxvin. 28. The Fear of the Lord, 
that is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil, is Un- 
derflanding. Which things I juſt hint at, that 
any one may ſee, I allow, that the Word 
Wiſdom, in Scripture, is ſometimes to be ta- 
ken in ſome other Senſe, than can be admit- 
ted in our Text : But, Wiſdom that ſpeaks 
in this Verſe, is no other than that As of 
whom the Apoſtle John ſpeaks, Jobn i. 1: In 
the Beginning wwas the Word, and the Word wos 
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with God, and the Word was God; the ſame 
was in the Beginning with God; and all things 
were made by him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. This is that 


perſonal Wiſdom that made the Heavens and 
Earth. Plal. cxxxvi. 5. To him that by Wiſ- 


Lord by Wiſdom founded the Earth, This 
Wiſdom 1s the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Col. i. 16. 
By him were all things created, that are in 
Heaven, and that are on Earth ; viſible and in- 
viſible, whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, 
or Principalities, or Powers, all things were 
created by him and for him. We may alſo 
ſee, that in the New Teſtament, this Name 
and Title of Viſdom is given to Jeſus Chriſt ; 
1 Cor. i. 24,-—Cbrift, the Wiſdom of God. 
Col. ii. 3. In whom are hid all the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, And he gives this 
Title to himſelf, Luke vii. 35. Wiſdom is 
juſtified of a!l her Children. Upon the whole, 
when it is ſaid, 1 Wiſdom dwell with Prudence, 
The Meaning is, I am the perſonable Wiſ⸗ 
dom of God, and infinite Wiſdom and Pru- 
dence dwell with me. I take Wiſdom and 
Prudence to be but two Terms, expreſſive of 
the ſame thing; for Prudence is but the wiſe 
diſpoſing of things, according to the Cir- 


the fitteſt Time and Way for doing any 
thing. Accordingly you have theſe two 
Terms uſed promiſcuoufly in Scripture, 
Prov. xvi. 21. The wiſe in Peart ſhall Po 

le 


dom made the Heavens, Prov. iii. 19. The 


cumſtances of Perſons; and chooſing out 


© 2 > D Qwo hk... i. ir i. io a9 
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led prudent, Matt. xi. 25. 1 thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou 
haſt hid theſe things ſrom the wiſe and prudent, 
and haſt revealed them to Babes. 1 Cor. i. 19. 
Iwill deſtroy the Wiſdom of the wiſe, and wil 
bring to nothing the Underſtanding of the pru- 
dent, Now, tho' it was the former Part of 
the 12th Verſe that I had principally to do 
with; yet I cannot forbear to take Notice 
how this perſonal Wiſdom was intereſted in 
our Salvation from firſt to laſt, The Inven- 
tion of Sinners Salvation was his, as well as 
the Father's, 1 Wiſdom find out Knowledge 
of witty Inventions: He found them out, 
not by Revelation ; but as he ſettled them 
with the Father in his eternal Counſel, Per- 
mit me to aſſiſt your Thoughts about this 
Expreſſion, for the Honour of Chriſt, and 
for your own Comfort. 

(I.) WaarT a wonderful Invention of Wil- 
dom was the framing and ſettling of all the 
Creatures in Heaven and Earth! Fal. civ. 
24. O Lord, how manifold are thy Work,! 
in Wiſdom haſt thou made them all. It was 
the perſonal Wiſdom of God that made all in 
Heaven, Earth and Seas. 

(2.) WaarT a wonderful Invention of Wiſ⸗ 
dom, was that of Chriſt's taking our Nature, 
with its Infirmities! That the great Cod over 
all ſhould become Man; that the mighty Goa, 
and Father of Eternity, ſhould become a 
Child born, Iſa. ix. 6. This is the Wonder 
of Heaven and Earth. This is {he grea! HM 


* 
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tery of Godlineſs ; God was manifeſted in the Fleſh. 
Yet this was the Counſel and Covenant of 
Chriſt, with the Father, from everlaſting. 
(3.) War a wonderful Invention of Wif- 
dom was that of transfering the Guilt of our 
Sins to Chriſt the Surety, by Imputation; 
that his Righteouſneſs might become ours the 
ſame-Way ! He was made Sin for us, who | 
knew no Sin, that we might be made the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God in him, He did nothing to 
contract our Guilt and our Debts; and we 
can do nothing to prepare a juſtifying Righte- 
ouſneſs, for ourſelves, before God; but as 
Jeſus Chriſt conſented to be made Sin for 
us; ſo we conſent or ſubmit to the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt. He was made Sin for us by 
Imputation, and we are made the Righteonſneſs 
of God in him by gracious Imputation. It 
was God the Father that made our Sins to 
meet upon him; and it is God the- Father. 
that imputes the Righteoufneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt to Believers. Here's juſt Matter of 
Wonder; the Juſt died for the unjuſt, that 
he might bring us to God. The Phyſician 
was wounded and bruiſed, that he might heal 
diſeaſed Souls. And this, Jeſus Chriſt, the 
perſonal Wiſdom of God conſented unto from 
everlaſting. | 
(4.) War a wonderful Invention of Wiſ- 
dom was that of the Redemption of loſt Sin- 
ners, thro* the Obedience and Death of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, as our Surety and Mediator be- 
tween Cod and Men! wherein all divine 

| Perfections 


————— 


Perfections might be difplay'd, and God be 
glorified in the Salvation of believing Sinners, 
thro the perfect Righteouſneſs of Chrift. 


And that divine Juſtice ſhould be ſatisfied by 
che Obedience and Death of another; even 
Jone that had never ſinned; he Lamb of God, 


; without Blemiſh and without Spot, 1 Pet. i. 


19. That he ſhould bear the Guilt of his 


Feople, and then undergo their Puniſhment, 


that he might pay their Debrs, and purchaſe 
their Lives, and make their Peace with God. 
And thus Mercy and Truth have met together, 


Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each other. 
EY Fuſtice and Mercy are intirely reconciled in 
God's Way of Salvation of Sinners thro* the 
EMerits and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, appre- 
IJhended by Faith; and thus God can be juſt, 
and the Fuſtifier of them that believe. And 
F believing Sinners are freed from eternal Con- 
demnation, and are brought back into the 


Favour of God, and have obtain'd a Title to 
all the Bleſſings of the Purchaſe of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of the new Covenant and Pro- 


miſes, and to Eternal Life. 


(5). War a wonderful Invention of Wiſ- 
dom was the Settlement of the Covenant of 
Grace, between the Father and Son, for the 
Conveyance of all needful Grace to undeſerv- 
ing Souls! This is that Covenant, that is 
ordered in all things, and ſure, 2 Sam. xxiii. 

Its Bleſfings are all great and glorious, 
they are ſuitable and fure. It is an unchange- 
able Covenant. What it contains are Fe 

re 
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ſure Mercies of David, that is of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Ia. Iv. 3. 1 will make an everlaſting Covenant: | 


with you, even the ſure Mercies of David. 
That is 1 give you the Mercies; as the A- 


poſtle explains it, As xii. 34. For God's 


making a Covenant with Men now, is to 
give the Bleſſings of the new Covenant. | 
_ (6.) Wnar a wonderful Invention of Wiſ- 
dom, is the Believer's Union with Jeſus 
Chriſt! That Chriſt and they, make but 
one ſpiritual Body; he is their Head of Life | 
and Influence, and they are his living Mem- 
bers; they live in and upon him; and he 
lives in them, by Faith, Epbeſ. iii. 17. Chriſt | 
lives, and therefore the Believer fall live alſo, | 
John xiv. 19. Their Life is hid with Chriſt in 
God, Col. iii. 3. | 

2. Tax ſecond Scripture I ſhall turn you | 
to, that may make it appear, that by 1 
dom, we are to underſtand the perſonal i. 
dom of God; and that it is Chriſt himſelf, | 
that ſpeaks in our Text, is Verſe 15, 16. By þ 
me Kings reign, and Princes decree Juſtice, by | 


me Princes rule, and Nobles, even all the Judges 2 


of the Earth. This can be no other than the 
eternal Son of God ; in whom are hid all the 
Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, Col. ii. 3. 


Not hid from us; but laid up in him for us. 


It is he that ſaid ver. 14. I have Unaerſtanding, 
T have Strength. This is Chriſt the Power of 
God, and the Wiſdom of God, 1 Cor. i. 24. 
This is he that has all Power in Heaven and 


Zartb, Matt. xxvili. 18. The ſeveral Go- 
vernments 


. I. Perm. I. Jeſus Cbhriſt to a loft World. 15 
ernments of the Nations are given to 
om he will. They that are ſet over others, 
adminiſter Juſtice, have their Truſts from 
eſus Chriſt; and they mult all give Account 
him, tbe King of Kings and Lord of. Lords. 
Ind whatſoever Qualifications Men have, 
fit them for Government, they have all 


Wiſ- From Chriſt; they have no Wiſdom or Skill, 

eſus Wo Principles of Juſtice and Mercy, but what 
but Whey receive from him. And as long as they 

Life Wale in Righteouſneſs, they ſhould be ho- 


our'd and obey'd by the common People. 


hriſt U 1. Ir Jeſus Chriſt is the perſonal Wiſ⸗ 

om of God, then there are no Bounds or 
Limits to his Underſtanding and Knowledge. 
e that knows the eternal Counſels of God, 


you Wuſt needs know the Hearts, Deſigns and 
Ni, Deſires of Men. So he told the Apoſtle 
Mis. Fobn, not for his Information, but that he 
aſelf, Hight write it to the Churches. Rev. ii. 23. 
. By an be that ſearcheth the Reins and the Heart. 
„ by Me knows all the Thoughts, as well as the 


| 

Vords and Actions of Men, of whatſoever 
ation they are, or whatſoever Language 

hey ſpeak; and it makes no matter to him, 


udges 
n the 
1 the 


11. 3. Whether they are in Darkneſs or Light; bey 
Ir us. Pre both alike to bim. All things are naked and 
ding, N pened to the Eyes of bim, with whom we have 
ver of Ro do. As he knows all the Wickedneſs of 


1. 24. Ihe Sinner's Heart; ſo he knows all the ſecret 
and Peſires and Breathings of every gracious Soul 

Go- ſkfter himſelf and his Grace. They may re- 
nents s | member 
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member it with Comfort; Lord all my Deires 


are before thee, and my Groazings are not bid q 


from thee, Pſal. XXXVIIIL 9. 


N 
j 
N 


Uk 2. Trex he is fitteſt to be a Teacher | 


to his People: for he knows all the deep 
Counſels of God. He is fitteſt ro ſhew Men 


what they are to believe; how they are to | 


worſhip and live. There is none teacheth lite 


bim; fo patiently, truely, powerfully and 


effectually: He teacheth/to profit. Ha. xlviu. 


17. J am the Lord thy God, which teacheth 
" thee to profit. So as to encline the Heart to 
put away all known Sin, with Hatred; and 


to fall in with every known Duty; and to 
chooſe God in Chrift for their Portion; and 


to lay hold of the new Covenant for them- 


ſelves; and the good Part, that ſhall never 


be taken away from them: and to defire to 
win Chriſt and be found in him and his 
Righteouſneſs; and to pray, and long, and 
labour to be conformed to the Image of the 


— of God. 


Uſe 3. Aur. the Diſciples of Chriſt hould 


endeavour to approve themſelves to be the 
Children of Wiſdom, in abſtaining from all 
Appearance of Evil: not to ſatisfy themſelves 
in any Duty performed, withour Communion 
with God, and ſome Influences from Heaven 
in the Way of Duty; and to prize and im- 
prove every Seaſon of Grace, to gain more 


ſanctified Knowledge; more Faith in the = 
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of God; more Conformity to Jeſus Chriſt: 
To live in an holy, reverential Fear of God: 
To ſtudy Sincerity towards God, in all the 
Parts of Religion: In minding the Affairs of 

ber the Soul more than the Body; and the Con- 
ery cerns of Eternity more than the Things of 
Time: In building the Soul and Hope upon 
the Rock Chriſt: Endeavouring to obſerve 
every Command of God; but, when they 
Whave done all, not to reſt upon the Duties 
-- done; to hope for Acceptance with God, 
Wor to obtain Eternal Life for them; but to 
Wcount themſelves unprofitable Servants, and 
co reſt alone upon the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, — 
And true Wiſdom conſiſts not only in taking 
Fare to gain true Grace, but in a careful 
WEndeavour to clear up their Intereſt in the 
Love and Favour of God in Chriſt. Even 
Is the Pſalmiſt did, P/al. xxxv. 3. Say 10 
. guy Soul, I am thy Salvation. Thoſe that are 
and Javed, deſire to have their Intereſt in God 
the und his Salvation cleared up. Say it to my 
Poul. O let thy Spirit witneſs unto his own 
Work; that I ſtand related to God in Chriſt 
oy Faith; that my Sins are pardon'd; and 
the Power of Sin is taken away. Keſtore un- 
o me the Joy of thy Salvation, Pſal. li. 12. 
God's Salvation cannot be loſt, but the Com- 
fort and Joy of that Salvation may be loſt, 
for a Seaſon. He does not pray, Lord, bring 
me into a ſaved State; but reſtore the Joy 


: 


# 
) 
- 


7 


oy 


2 of it. The Joy of Salvation may be with- 
| holden, for a Seaſon, not only to ſhew the 
Sovereignty 


Sovereignty of God, but as needful for us; 
to humble the Soul for Sin; to try Grace and 
Sincerity; to quicken the Soul to more affec- 


tionate Prayer; to teach them to prize more 
the Word of God and Ordinances of Chriſt; 


and diſpoſe them, by their own Experience, 
to pity, and endeavour the Comfort of o- 
thers, that may be in like Trouble. } 


. Secondly, TI AM now to take Notice of the 


Sea/on, whereunto all thoſe things are to be 
refered, which are ſpoken of our Lord Je- 


ſys Chriſt. And that's imply'd in the Word 
then; then was I by bim; as one brought up 
with bim. 


unto, 
poſſeſſed me, in the Beginning of his Way; be- 
fore his Works of Old. Obſerve, here are two 
diſtinct Perſons; one ſpeaking, and the o- 
ther ſpoken of; The Lord poſſeſſed me, This 


and can be underſtood of no other Perſon in | 
Heaven or Earth, but of him who is both 
God and Man, in one Perſon. And when 
perſonal Wiſdom ſpeaks thus, The Lord poſ- 
ſeſſed me; the Meaning is, that God the 
Father pitch'd upon, elected, and appointed 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to the Work of a 
Surety and Mediator, for the Redemption 
and Salvation of loſt Sinners; on which ac- 

count 


But that we may the more clear- 
ly ſee, what things the Word then refers us 
I ſhall begin with ver. 22, The Lord 


| 


Expreſſion refers to the Perſon' of the Son 
of God; who, all along, in this Chapter, 
has Perſonal Properties attributed unto him; 
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count he is called God's Elect, and Servant; 


us; 
and Iſa. xlii. 1. Bebold my Servant, whom 1 up- 
ec- bold; mine Elect, in whom my Soul delighteth. 
\ WM Chriſt was the eternal Son of God, by Na- 
iſt; Wzure; but he was Mediator and Surety, by 
ace, be Will of God the Father. Hence he takes 
o- Wa ſeeming Pleaſure, to ſpeak of the Will of 
the Father about the Redemption of Sinners. 
John vi. 38. I came, noi to do mine own Will, 
the ut the Will of bim that ſent me. Heb. x. 7. 
» be Lo, I come to do thy Will, O God. The Sal- 
Je- vation of fallen Mankind, is to be reſolved 
'ord into the mere good Will and Pleaſure of God: 
t up for he was intirely at Liberty, either to re- 
ear- deem, or not to redeem loſt Mankind: He 
s us might have left them without a Saviour; as 
Lord he did the fallen Angels: he was no more in- 
ge- debted to one than to the other: God's own 
two mere Good-will and Pleaſure made the Differ- 
e o- Wence. But tho Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks of the Sal- 
This j vation of Sinners, as the Will of the Fa- 
Son ther; yet not without the Will and ready 
pter, Conſent of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf : he could not 
im; have been a Surety without his own Conſent; 
n in nor would the Puniſhment inflicted upon him, 
both Nas a Surety, have been juſt, if he had not 
when I conſented to ſtand in the Room and Stead of 
pg his People. But we are to obſerve the Seaſon, 
| the when God the Father poſſeſſed the Lord 
nted M8 Jeſus Chriſt for his Work of Redemption: 
of a and that was in the Beginning of his Way, and 
ption before his Works of Old. Or before his oldeſt 
h ac- Works; that is, before the Creation of the 


World 5 
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World; and if it was before Time began, 
then it was from everlaſting ; as it is expreſſed | 
in the next Words. And fo it refers to the | 
eternal Counſel and Decrees of God. The 
Creation of the World was the firſt Diſcovery 
of the divine Perfections; and the firſt Break- 
ing up of ſome of Gdd's eternal Counſels; 
which had Jain hid in the Breaſt of God. | 
Rom. i. 20. The inviſible things, from the | 
Creation of the World, are clearly ſeen, being 
#xnderſiood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal Power and Godhead, But it is ſaid 
that God the Father poſſeſſed Jeſus Chriſt, I 
as Mediator, before his Works of Old; 
therefore he muſt have his perſonal Exiitence, | 
as the Son of God, from Eternity. Col. i. 
17. He Twas before all things, and by him all 
things conſiſt, This is further explain'd, ver. 
23. I was ſet up from Everlaſting, from the | 
Beginning, or ever the Earth was. The Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt had not any actual Exiſtence, Þ 
from Eternity, in our Nature, either in Soul 
or Body; neither had he a Spirtual Body: 
there was no need of it, in order to ſettle the 1 7, 
Covenant of Redemption, between the Fa- gie 
ther and him, concerning the Salvation of i 
Sinners. And ſhould he have had ſuch a | 
Body, he would not have been he Seed of af 
the Woman; the Seed of Abraham; the Shiloh 


or Son of Jacob; the Offipring of David; 5 
and therefore would not have been the pro- yet 
miſed Meſſiah, and our near Kin/man ; and 


then he could not have been our — 
| | or 


for the Right of Redemption had not lain in 
him. But the Meaning is I, the eternal 
Son of God, was ſet up, by the Father, in 
his eternal Counſel and Covenant, to be the 
only Mediator between God and Men. Here, 
again, may be obſerved, the Perſonality of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt aſſerted, as diſtinct 
from the Father. (1.) He was /et up to be 
the Surety for loſt Sinners; for ſo they were, 
in the View of God, that calls and beholds 
bings that are not, as tho they were. So Jeſus 
Chriſt is called, Heb. vii. 22. The Surely of 4 
better Teſtament, God the Father, out of 
his infinite Wiſdom and mere good Pleaſure, 
before the Foundation of the World, enter*d 
into a Covenant of Grace with Jeſus Chriſt, 
che ſecond Adam, and with him, for all the 
Elect, as the ſpiritual Seed of Chriſt ; in 
„which he was ſet, with his own Conſent, in 
the Place of a Surety, to fulfil the Demands 
Jof the holy Law, by active and paſſive O- 
bedience; or by obeying and dying, in the 
Room and Stead of his People; that he 
„ wigght ſatisfy divine Juſtice, and magnify the 
Law and make it honourable. And this he 
did, by bringing to it ſuch an Obedience of 
Life and Death, as the holy Law could not 
have laid Claim unto ; that is, the Obedience 
of him that was God-Man, in one Perſon : 
for tho the God-head was not under the 
Law; neither. could be ſubject to the Law 
4 E. ver it was the Obedience of one, that was 
very God, as well as very Man. This gave 


ſuch 
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ſuch a Value to the Obedience of Chriſt, in 
Life and Death, as our Surety, that it was 
not only ſatisfactory, but alſo meritorious : 
And thus divine Juſtice and the holy Law of 
God, receiv*d at the Hands of the Surety, A 
double for all the Sins of his People. Thus 
he paid the Sinners Debts ; and ranſom'd 
their Souls from Deſtruction; purchaſed all | 
neceſſary Grace for them, whereby the Re- 
ceiver might be fitted for the Service and | | 
Enjoyment of God ; all which Bleſſings, tho 1 
they were bought with the Price of the preci- 
ous Blood of Chriſt; yet they are all the free 
| Gift of God, to every one that believes in | I 
Teſus Chriſt ; and Faith alſo which is the 3 | 
Means of obtaining actual Intereſt, both in i h 
Chriſt and them, is not of our own working, l IJ 
but is the Gift of God. (2.) Again, God i 
the Father /et up Jeſus Chriſt, from everlaſt- 
ing, to be the very Perſon, who ſhould con- 1 
quer Satan and deſtroy his Kingdom of Dark- 
neſs. Therefore God the Father is ſaid 4 
make him ſtrong for himſelf, Pal. Ixxx. 17. N 
and he 1s ſtronger than the ſtrong Man armed; 
not only conſider'd as he is God Almighty, [ 
but as he is Mediator: for as God he could 
not be ſaid to be made ſtrong; for it is im- 
poſſible to add any thing to infinite Power: 
but conſider Jeſus Chriſt as Mediator, ſo he 
received his Qualifications for the Diſcharge 
of his Work; Wiſdom, Power and Trea- 


ſures of Grace. Col. i. 19. It pleaſed the Fa- ¶ Out 
ther that in him Joculd all Fulneſs dwe!l. The lain 
Fulneſs 
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| Fulneſs of the God-head, that dwelt in him 
was if bodily, mention'd; Col. ii. 9. was not at the 
ous: il Please of the Father, but by the Neceſſity 
x of F Sf his divine Nature; but his mediatory 
ME ulncſs of Wiſdom, Power, Authority and 


ety, | 

ery, race, were at the Pleaſure of the Father, 
md 3.) The Lord Jeſus Chriſt was /et up, from 
| all 1 as the very Perſon, who ſhould 


Re- Wubduec che Hearts of his People to himſelf ; 


Wake them willing 1 in the Day of his Power ; 


and 
tho Ind convey the Grace of his Purchaſe to their 


reci- Wouls. By Nature, they were Enemies, 


free Jad chat in their very Minds; unwilling that 
he Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould reign over them, 


es in 1 

the 3 Luke xix. 14. but God the Father ſet up 
ch in 1 hriſt to be King in Sion, Pſal. ii. 6, that 
ing, e might make all bis People willing in the 


ay of his Power, Eſal. cx. 3. God him- 
ef has ſpoken it; Thy People ſhall be willing 
„ the Dy of. thy Power. 

IT is added, ver. 24. When there was no 
Depths, I was brought forth. Not brought 
orth, as to his Being, as Creatures are, who 
ned; Had no Being before; nor as to his Sonſbip, 
-hry, K tho he had not been the Son of God be- 
ould ore; as is the Caſe of the adopted Sons of 
"im. God: There was a Time when they were 
wer: 20. the Sons of God; but there never was a 
Time, when Jeſus, Chriſt was not the Son of 


God 
rlaſt- 
con- 
ark- 5 
id 0 


- 17. 


o he 

\arge God. But when perſonal Wiſdom faith, J 
rea- £295 brought forth; the Meaning is, 1 
» Fa. out of the B/ of the Father, where I had 


lain from all Eternity; and I was brought 


The 
forth, 


Hnelſs 


the viſible Heavens was ſpread abroad; and 
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forth, as the Product of infinite Wiſdom, 
and unchangeable Counſel, boundlefs Good- 
neſs, matchleſs Love and Riches of Grace; 
and I was brought forth to the Work of 4% 
Surety; and Office of a Mediator between 
God and Men; that I might reſtore 70 both 
that which I took not away. Again, ver, 25. 
Before the Mountains were ſettled, before the Wk; 
Hills was 1 brought forth: For it was the 
tron Wiſdom of God that gave that a 
ommand, Gen. i. 9. Let the Waters under 

the Heaven, be gathered together into one Place, 3 
and let the dry Land appear. Then it was, 
that the Mountains were ſettled. And he Mate 
that was before this, muſt be from Eternity, 

So the Eternity of God is deſcribed by Mo- i 
fes ; Pal. xc. 2. Before the Mountains were 
brought forth, or ever thou hadſt formed the 
Earth or the World : Even from everlaſting 10 
everlaſting thou art God, Ver. 26. _While as 
yet, he had not made the Earth, or the Fielis ; 
nor the higheſt Part of the Duſt of the World. 
That is, before Man was made. They are 
but Duſt : but tho' by Reaſon of Sin, they 
are viler than the Beaſts that periſh ; yet, 
conſider'd as reaſonable Creatures, they are = 
the higheſt Part of the Duſt of the Earth. And Ih 

then, the Meaning is; that Jeſus Chriſt was WW; 
ſet up, by the Father, as a Surety for Sin- 
ners, before the firſt Man received his Being. 
Ver. 27. When he prepared the Heavens, I 
was there, When the wonderful Curtain of 


2 when 
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when all the glorious Lights of Heaven, the 
mn, Moon and Stars were made; and all 
She Orbs, in which they- are placed; when 
heir ſeveral Stations were appointed them: 
ad all their ſweet Influences were given 
Niem; all which they obſerve to this very 
ay, without jarring, or interfering one 
' ich the other, or, in the leaſt, failing to 
© uli the Werd of their Creator. 
en, faith perſonal Wiſdom, I was there. 
qF gels and Men were not there, ſo much as 
Fo behold, much leſs to aſſiſt, in the Work 
WF Creation ; but I was there, not as a 
acor, to behold what another was doing: 
Hut as the Creator of all in Heaven and Earth. 
ol. i. 15, 16, 17. bo is the Image of the 
% God, the firſt born of every Creature. 
his is not to be taken paſſively ; as he that 


ing 19 4 rſt received Being, for Jeſus Chriſt was no 
le as Part of the Creation; but it is to be taken 
elas ; ively, as he that gave Being to all Crea- 


res, in Heaven and Earth : ver. 16. For by 


are nn were all things created that are in Hegven 
they that are on Earth, viſible-and inviſible, 


1 
_ 
q h 


yet, they be Thrones, or Dominians, or 
are ¶ rincipalities or Powers : all things were creat- 


And BH by bim and for him; and be is before all - 


t was Pings, and by him all things conſiſti. Job 
Sin- 7111. 4. God aſked Job: a Queſtion to 
eing. Wumble him. I bere wwaſt thou, when 1 laid 
1, be Foundation of the Earth? Job and every 


in of reatu muſt be filent here. But the eter- 
and Wal Werd and Wiſdom of God can ſay, 7 


when C Was 


26 *＋⏑.0 Ever lf in Lyva Seamsl 
wh; theres WHen d the 
T-was there; and when he ſctra Compaſs up- 
on the Face of the Deep, LWwas there, an | : 
the great Creator and Piſpuſtt of all: ching. 
Majeover; vera; a9. ben e clabliibed 
the Clou uber Asa be rengt hend ur Fo 
"Fountains'of the Drep.; when he guti to I be¹jt 
Bit Decree, that be Waters ſpontd:not paſs . e 
Command mem: when be" appvinted the Fung. I. 
dations of the Earth : Then was Iby bim, . 1 1 
When he eftabliſhed the Cloud 3 the ha- 
"Jahcing'of the Clouds is one of chegrearet f 5 
Wonders in Nature: That they ſhould hold 4 Fai 
ſuch a vaſt Quantity of Water, l carried 
like a Sea, upon the Winds; and here and + 
there, at the Pleaſure of God, ſhould empty. 
themſelves, in gentle Rains, kor the refreſh! n 
ing of the Earth, and not be permiated to fil the 
in ſuch Quantities, as might deſtroy bot Mat t 
Man and Beaſt; this ſets forth, both the * doh 
Power and Gootineſs of God. Again, when, 
he gave the Seas his Decree, or hi Command} 
ment. Hitherto ſbalt tbau come and uo _ 
and bere ſball thy proud Waves het ai 
the Seas are fuch an unruly Body, chr i 
not poſſible to bring chem under any humaf 
Laws and Government; yet it is at fl 
Command of God; his powerful. Mord kee 
it within Bounds, | Jer. v. 22. Har yeu! 
me, ſaith the Lord, wil ys not treble at. 


Preſence? who have placed tbe Sand: fer d 
Bound of the Sea, by a perpetuul Decree; il 


it cannot paſs it an 5 the Wauel erco 
tbemſel 


10. 1 3g 27 nell 27 
a, : — yet can thty not prevail ; "tho 25 
up AF en yet can they not ak over 15 At . 
, perſonal Wiſdom. of os. th at gave to By 
ogs. eas this n And che Win 
ijoes and Seas ob e Lyke vii 16—— When 
a 1 e ae Foundations of e The 
. ch and Seas dean ate great C Globe, 
a 0 ung in the Air, and founded n 2 a | 
79 and there jt has ke k t its Statiof 
ach Whe Creation of de Nod 0 4at his Dye _ 
ba. Mas nothing to ſupport it, Bir the Afchighty 
a 4 Power. af God zg and yet the Earth e 
hol ai 0 have a Foy ak 1. bee zuſe Go 14S 
cried : \ it ſo firm. 5M werfu f Word! that 
e and t. e e des t is faid, d, by the £7 
mptj al Wiſdom o Coil bs: e Was there pre- 
freſ. ent at the appointing..of the Foundation of 
10 fil he Earth. Not only at the laying of it; but 
both gat the eternal Decree and Counſel of God, 
h th when, he 2 855 475 Foundations of the 
When 1.— have endeav oh d to 


madd lear the A contained m, the ſecond 
uten ua the Words, which ſets forth the E. 
Thi 9 of Christ, the perſonal Wiſdom of 
— och imply d in the Word 5 whewing 
Seaſen, whereunto all theſe things are to 
4 de re erred, and t that is, elde 15 Bd fn 


at of of 2 Hem and CN 8 Eternity. 


N 57955 - AT the, third 
6 at; 0 ch is 155 ier ne 


for 4 he Tor {5 Take a lctle Aken tion 
1418 e laid. Mo 1 ar die bit 

eo - - IAAF he aft - 
emſel 0 OC.” | * 10 9 
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T2. 98 N hence, the Lord 4 
us is 1 ; truely a -perly 
2 for 3 from ernte, de. 4 7 
God himſelf. The Lord Jeſus Quilt is not 
a made God; or 2 only by Office; | 
not an inferior God; but God Nature; 
the mighty Cod; God Amigbey; ed over of 
bleſſed for ever. The only living and true | 
God; PRE: e 4 


Son, as they hanour the Father; that is with | re 
divine Honour, They ſhould honour his | A 
Meſſage, by dileving & it; and honour him, 1 
with truſting their Souls in his Hands; and =. 
honour lies, by worſhipping and l * 
him. 1 


Uſe 3. Tunis ſhews the Excellency of the | 
Chriſtian Keligion above all others, in that 
it was founded b by him that founded Heaven Þ l 
and Earth. The Chriſtian Religion excells || J. 
all others, as much as Jeſus Chriſt excells all . 
other Perſons: and that Difference is more 

than between the created Heavens and Earth, { per 


[ 
4 Is as much as Jeſus Chriſt was ſet | 
we Father, from Everlaſting, to be 
op by tor between God and Men; we | 
13 that God the Father was equall 
cern'd with the Lord Jeſus Chr ift for the the 
Salvation of loſt — I mention this to 
remove 


1. L. germ. I. Jeſus Bi 32 29 
"ii remove. a Miſtake of ſome weak Chriſtians, 

4 a who have thought, that God the Father was 
o further concern'd for the Salvation of Sin- 
ners, than the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Lover 
ro of Souls, inclines him to it, by his oontinu- 
l Interceflion. | Whereas it was God the 
Pacher that found out and appointed Jeſus 
1 Chriſt to be a Surety; it was he that 
Cvriſt his Work, Qualification and 


3s a Mediator; It was he that gave him a 
n his Life for his 


8 | iis Mediatory Work - He bumbled 2 and 
Became obedient to Death, even the Death of 
1 3 be Croſs; woherefore God>bath bighly exalte4 
in, and given him a Name, "which is above 

every Name. And again, Therefore doth my 
4 aber love me; becauſe I lay down my Life, 


Uſ 5. Hers have a Specimen of the 
Weverlafting parker; God in Chriſt towards 
Wot N Fer. xxxi. 3. I have loved thee 
21th an everlaſtiug Love; therefore with Loving- 
3 —— awn tber. Ther fs I have 
perſuaded and enabled thee to lay hold of 
* 2 Chriſt and of the New Covenant; this 
s che Father's Drawing, Jobn vi. 44. No 
= Mar can come to me except the Father, which 
hath ſent me, draw him, It is God, by his 
Word and Spirit, that inclines the Soul to 
accept of Jeſus Chriſt, as his Gift, and to 
ge up it ſelf to him. This is the ne- 


C 3 ceſſary 


3 e eee e germ. R 


Bury 7 Mert Febat comes ay a Fruit of ever. 


ng EL E. takes Place, in order to 
1 caribri lyation.” Nom. vin. 30. 
2727 om be did pHedeſtinate, ibem be i 
% e, bd Wo BY: cold, them be 4% 
75270 0% bin Be Neves was 
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ge or People in all Genera- 1 
TEA Pe e kternaf oF; chat is'God | 

In Chriſt.” Deut. xxx. 26 27 There is aon, 1 
lite un de Hin 0nd ries 
the Heavens in thy Help, and in bis 1 


on the Skies 3" ide eternal God is thy Refug 
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©." T *s | Prov. viii. 30, 31. 


Then was I by him, "as one. brought, up 


wich him and I was daily bis Delight; 
#ejoyerng always before bim; rejoicing in 
ee Part of his Barth, and 


* Nat, were with the Sons of Men. 


as N * 7 — Diſcourſe 1 have 
a ſhewn, who it is that ſpeaks 
in our Text; and that is, the 


= | 1 EY 6 eſenal Hiſim of God: the 


Lord Jeſus Ghriſt ; and alſo 


| the Perſon of whom he ſpeaks; and that is, 

5111 27 Abe the 8 unto which 
all tie things, are ,to. be,refered i that Jeſus 
affirms; concerning himſelf. And now I am 
to take Notice! of what is expreſſed in the 
Text; and there are three things 
. obſerved, — ditinct one, irgar the  PUREP: 


to be 


x. 21. 1 8 ® . . + TV IT * 


” * % — 
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ie e 4 | Firſt. 
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Firſt, Na wifdy ly'd in thole two Exe 
preifions ; Then by bin; «<TR> | 
up with bim. 


Secondly, Trax mutual and ſuperlative Plex: | 
ſure, Satisfaction and Delight, that God the | 
Father and Son took in each other, from | 
Eternity; expreſs'd in theſe Words; 1 was i 
daily, or continually, bis Delight 5 -rejoyeing | 


always before him. 

Thirdly. Tux fubordinate Pleaſure and 
Delight, that Jeſus Chriſt took in the Prof- 
pect of the Salvation of Sinners, even from i 
everlaſting. This is ſet forth in two Expreſ—- 
ſions. Rejoycing in the habitable Part of bi- 
Earth , and my Delights were with the Sons of 
Men. Not with the Angels, but with the 
Sons of Men ; becauſe he was to take their 
Nature; not the Nature of Abgels Heb. 


ii. 14, 16. 


Firſt. Wear is imply'd i in i 
preſſtons; Then was I by him; ds one b 
#p with bim. K 

1. I was by him; that is, one with him Dot 
united to him; of the fame Eſſence; havi 
the fame divine Perfections; glorified wi 
the Father, before the World was; con- 
verfing with him ; lying in his Boſom; and 
of his eternal Counſel. Jobn i. 18. The only 
begotten Son, © which is in the Boſom of - the 
Father, be hath declared him. This Expreſ- 
lion, in our Text, ſtrongly implys, the Di- 

ſtinction 


erm. II. Jeſus Cbriſ to 4 ed 33 
ſtinction of Perſons in the God- head; one 
is ſaid to be by the other; That cannot be 
intended of one and the ſame Perſon; for 
chat Notion would run Men into great Ab- 

ſurdities. We learn even from our Text, 
q as-well as many others in the Old- Teſtament. 
cat the People of God in that Day, wake 
E theſe three Doctrine 

(1,), Tye Diſtinction of Perſons in the 
Godhead ; Then I was by him. And David 
believed the fame Doctrine, £/al. cx, 1. The 
Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou at my Right- 
Hand. Our Lord: Jeſus Chriſt took Notice 
of che ſame Words ; Matt. xxiv. 44 
.) Tuner believed the Eternity of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he was before the 

Worlds were made, as our Text and the 
Context abundantly. affirm. And . our Lo 
Jeſus Chriſt: himſelf aſſerted the ſame, Jobi 
viii. 38. Before Abraham was, Iam. 
= (3). Trey. believed. the Equality of the 
Meſſiah with the Father, as he was the 
Creator of the World. Therefore it is very 
Wadſurd for ſuch as own the divine Authority 
of che holy, Scriptures, to, call. theſe. Doc 
vines in Queſtion. The Lord Jeſus-Chrift 
was by ſhe Futber aa the Creation of t 
World, as the Builder of A 
therefore was and is very God: 9. i, 4. 
He that built all things. is Cod. oy Creation 
is there called a Buildings... And a moſt curi- 
aus Building it ie, that no» wiſe Man did 
erer eee neee 
ü C5: invented: 


1 25 Bueplaſting Tove of Sem 


Invented moſt” curious Arts and Engines, for 
which” have been, for a while, very much He 
admired; yet afterwards have been very 
mich mended and improv'd, © by: themſelves. 
or others. And truly Men hardly build an N. 
Houſe, but afterwards they either wiſh-for, WW: 
or make forme Amendments: but God's 
curious Building of the World has ſtood 
many thouſtnds of Years;' to be view'd, and 
cloſely conſider'd, by the wiſeſt of Men, and | * 
yet none of them all can tell; what other 
uſeful Creature might have been: made; or 3 of 
ny. one Creature could have been 1 


wherein a 
made more uſeful to itſelf,” or to others: 
Or what Member, in any Creatute could 
have been better placed, or what more add- 
ech or which might have been ſpared; - Andi 
it was the Lord Jeſus Chriſt that made them 
All. That's the firſt Expreſſion. I was By bim. 
2. I was brought up with bim. This 8 . 
poken after the Manner of Men. And may re 
refer to Jeſus Chriſt both as God, and 4 ut 
Mediator between: God and Men. e 
_ (1.) Fwas ms, grove hes with him, de x 
ternal So of God fame EC,” 
ce and Sublitats with the Fa „ having 
the ſarne divine Perfections. Jobe i. 14. Wl 
debeld bir Gi, as the Glory of the only begot-l 
ten of the Father, full of Grat and Truth. 
And the expre/s Image f the Father's Peron. 
Heb. i. 3. The"fulnefs of 'the*Godbead>dwalls in 
bim bodily. ** Colt n. 0 There is nothing-in 
tlie Father, But is Te 
re 


4 
* 
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nal Counſels and Deſigns, both of che Fa- 
ther and Son. Jobn xii. 50. As the Father 
gave me Commandment, even ſo I ſpeak. And 


John xiv. 31. 45 tbe Father gave me Command- | 


ment, even ſo I do, 


(3.) 1 was brought up with him; that is iſ 
one in rhe eternal Council with the Father. 
Zech. vi. 13. The Counſel of Prace ſhall be be. 
tween them botb ; that is, between the Father 
and Son ; between Fehovah and'the Man who 
zs called the Branch; the CounfePof Peace; 
ption: for that 
laid the Foundation of Peace between God 


that is the Covenant of Redem 


and Men; and in the Fulfilment of which, 
by Glory to God in the bigheft, Peace on Earth, 
and Goodwill to Men. 


SE Roe: 
and is A and a 
upon bis Throne : 


Power ;. for the 
Souk. to himſelf, belongs 
King: ſo we muſt look upon and own him 
as, well. as . He is a King by Birth, 
by Donation, by Purchaſe, by 
and by the kearly Conſent of all his ſincere 
Diſciples —— The Lord. Jeſus Chriſt was, 
not only in that Council that appointed the 
Creation of all things in Heaven and Earth 4 
but in that; which ſettied the —— 


hes we learn that ; 
the Thoughts of God, from Everlaſting, 8 
were Thoughts of Peace, and: not of Evil. This 
ht about by him, that was. 
ng z or a Prieft 
a Prieſt to purchaſe our 
N and a King to apply tis Purchaſe, 
to. make Sinners willing in the Day f hit 
„ and fubduing of 
to his Office of a 


Pirrone 


Serm II. Jeu Chi is a of i. 37 
loſt Sinners. This is calfd\ che Counſel of 
Peace : becauſe its Deſign was ta make the Sin · 
ner's Peace with God and bring Men into an 
Eſtate of: Peace with him which. was-to be 
done thro” the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great 
Peace-Maker, and the .Blood ob his 
Croſs. This is that wonderful Myſtery of 
the divine Pleaſure and Grace, that had lain 
fecret, in che Boſom df God; from Ages and 
Generations; that is from all Eternity. 
Eph. iii. 9. And to make alt Men ſee what 
is the Fellouſbip of the Myſtery, which, from 
the Beginning ile World bath been bid in 
God, who — all things by Feſus Cbriſ : 10 
the Intent, that nom unto the Principalities and 
Powers, in heavenly Places,. 22 —— known, 
by the Chureh, the manifold dom of Gods 
According to the — Purpoſe, — 
poſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Bord. God the Fa. 
ther committed the Redemption and Salva - 
non of Sinners to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 
— and Jeſus Chriſt undertook, from 

err; to recover loſt Sinners, and _ 
them: to God: And; in the 10g 
Time, he made his 
perform'd all the Conditions of the — 
1 Pet. iii. 18. CBriſt 
— 'for the umjuſt; that bs 


venant of Redem 
ſuffered for Sin, 
bring us 10 God, This was the Way of 
expiation of Sin ; 


1 4 was by bim; I was Saen 
+671 2; 28% ill 22: Ii 
nu dN lam: bow to take: Notice of < 
mutual, ſuperlative Pleaſure, Satisfaction and 
Delight, chat God tht Fathęr and Son took 
in — other, from all Eternity ; which. we 
have in cheſe tv Expreſſions; I tas daily 
bis Delight; Refoyeing always before bim. 
„ Tun Delight chat God, che Father 
took in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, - bis dear, his 
only, eternal Son. / was daily, or continually 
his del gui; for eternity is not meaſured out 
by Days and Nights As there were, then, no 
Creatures, either in Heaven, or on Kargh;y 
the Delights of God the Father, muſt he in his 
own eſſential Perfections; his infinite Wiſt 
dom, Power, Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs and 
Truth. But we muſt endeavour to carry our 
Thoughts tothe particular Grounds and Oc: 
ea ſions of the Fathers Delight in Joly” |} 
Ehrift, according to the Intimations we, have 
thereof: in our Text, and in the. Context. K 
1.) Tux Delight of God che Father in our 
Lord Jeſus: Chriſt was fray) beholding in 
him be very ſame e cent ial, divine Betfestiunti, 
Wl as were in himſelf, Col. ii. g. The Fulne/s of the - 
Ft Gedbead*dwells in bim bodily. Th all theſe, the 
Wl eternal Son of God was the expres Image / 
the Father's; Penon, Heb. ig. The agrega- 
bleneſs of oe: Per ſon:to another, is, ne 
Ground of Love among Men. Aud iii g, 
Can two walk together, except bey be — 2 
Ctwiſtians cannot.do fo. And Gd and ad Men 
cannot 
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cannot do ſo. And why can't they hold 
Communion one with another 2. It is — 2 
chey have no Delight in gach other; and there 
W is-no Delight, becauſe there is no Agreement. 
hut there was a perfect Agreement between 
the Father and Son, from everlaſting, both in 
cke Perfections of Nature, __ rfect Har- 
mony of Will and Counſel: The Ms and. 
= Pleafurciof the Father and Son, Balk. per | 
8 were the ſame. 1 

..) Tas Delight of the Faber, in a Jeſus- 
Chriſt» may imply,. the Pleaſure, and Satis- 
faction that God the Father tqok,ia him,, as 
making all things, at the firſt Creation, - a+ 
cording to the Plat · form of eternal Counſel. 
When Moſes, a Type of Jeſus Chriſt, was ad- 
moniſh'd to make the Tabernacle,. men- 
tion d, Heb: viii 3. It was ſaid, See thou make 
all things, acm dug 10 lbe Paliern ſhewn thee, in 
the Mount. When all- things, in the firſt 
Creation were finiſhed, God the. Father ex- 
preſs'd his intire SatisfaQion-in all things that 
Jeſus. Chriſt had made; Gen. i. 31. And- 
God ſaw every thing that bs had. made, and be- 
bold it 'was. very. good. That is well fitted to 
anſwer the Ends of infinite Wiſdom; there 
was nothing made contrary to. the Counſel: 
of God; nothing was created uſeleſs and un- 
profitable, among all the Inhabicants of the- 
Earth and Seas, P/al. civ. 2 4, O. bow 

fold are thy Morte, in MWiſdom. baſt thou OY ey 
them all, When it is Aon har Cod. {am of 
tings that. be bad made; * e Her ö 


tice 
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Notice of all the heavenly Bodies, ſer in theit 
Places, to keep their Stations, without jar- 
ring or interfering one with the other; or 
failmg to fullfil their Courſes, in their daily, 


or yearly Motions ; and ſending their Influ- 


ences on the Earth. And God view'd the 
great Variety of Creatures on the Earth and 
in the Seas, and their uſeſulneſs one to anos 
ther, and the wonderful Beauty, Harmony 
and Proportion of the whole; all ſetting 
forth the Wiſdom, Power, Sovereignty and 


Goodneſs of their Creator. And God, in 


an efpeciaFManner, view'd his Creature Man, 


that was made in his own-Image, in. Know- 


ledge, Rightcouſneſs, and true Holineſs, as 
no other Gere. on the Earth, was. 

63. Tur Farher's Delight in Jeſus. Chriſt 
was from bis cheofing him to the Office of a 
Surety and Mediator between God and Men; 
On which Account he ts called his dear Son, 
or thre Son of his Love; and his beloved Son; 
Col. i. 12, 13. Erving Thanks unto the Father, 
who hath made us meet to be Pxrlaters of the 
Inheritance of the Saints in Light 5 who bath 
delivered us frum Me Power of Dart, and 
hath tranflated us into the Kingdom of his dean 
Son. You know that the Kingdom is Chriſt's; 
as Mediator; therefore fo is Jeſus Chriſt con- 
ſider'd, when he is called there, the-dear 
Son of God. e ett H 
Sop the Father loved the Lord - Jeſus 
Chriſt from everlaſting z John xvii. 24. For 
Abou lovedſt me.'before the Foundation _ 
5 | Mid. 
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World, This was the Father's Love to Jeſus 
Chriſt, as Mediater : This will appear, it 
we conſider the Petition itſelf, er with 
the Argument, that Jeſus Chriſt made Uſe of 
to enforce it. Father, I will that thoſe alſo 
haſt giuen me, be with me where 4 

y Glory, which thou 
aſt me before the Foun- 
Thoſe whom thou 


gaveſt me. They were his own before, as he 
was God; and ſo the Father had net more 
Right in them 


than he; nor could the Fa- 
give to Chrift as God a Right which 
he had not before 3 but Jeſus Chriſt is con- 
ſider d as Mediator, and fo he received his 
People as the Gift of the Father; or of 
conſiſting of three divine Perſons ; 
for ſo we are to underſtand the Term 
Father, very often, in Scripture: and ſo we 
ſhould when we are directed to pray to the 
Father, in the Name, or with 
on the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, | the only 
Mediator between God and Men——Agai 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt fpeaks here, of the 
Glory which the Father 'geve bim. That 
cannot be intended of his eſſential Glory, 
which he had in him, equal with the Father; 
for ſo he could no more receive Glory from 
the Father, than the Father could receive his 
Glory from the Son: But there was a Glory, 
which God the Father gave to the Son, from 
everlaſting, conſider'd aa Mediator; as may 
be further hinted hereafter. But to. = the 
| | | 'orce: 


Force of the there: made Uſer 
by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; hebe prays for 
the Glorifigatiot of his Diſciples; herein 
he infers the Fathers Lone i cormherny:ywhonhy 
the Father himſelf had given tothamotwhey 
were, in that Gift, conſider' d as his Mem- 
bers. And then the Argument may be uns 
derſtood, in this ſhort-Paraphraſe. ; O rigbis. 
ons Fatlur, thou haft given ubem to me, talbe 
the ſpiritual — rams Hou) ; and ai than 
wilt glorify me, their Head; glorify them atje; 
who are the Members of my ſp 
they may be conformed to ihe Image of 


"thy Son's 
perfef# them in Gras and Holineſs an bring 
them all home 10 

loved me, an them in ma, before tbe Fam 
dation of the Wortd: Tho' God the Father 
delighted in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, from 
everlaſting, as his only eternal Som; yet x 
delighted in him aſſo, upon this peculiat Ad+ 


count; as he himfelÞ choſe him to. be bis: 


gerrant to redeem and ſave »1l6ſt-;Souls. 


mine Eledt in whom' my: Soul deligbietb. Fhat 
peaks of the Delight of God the Father im 
Jeſus Chriſt, as Mectiator 3 not as! the eter- 
nal Son of God for he is liert called che 
Father's Servant; but head not a Servant, 
or inferior to the Father, but as heaccepted 
ef the Offices of a Mediator. Befides, 


- God's Delight in Chriſt muſt reſpect him as 
Mediator becauſe he is called God's) Hie 


Jeſus Cheiſt Was not zu un of Cd b) E- 


220 lection, 


iritual Body; tha : 


bewithin+ ; fh #bon 


Iſa. lit r. Beb6ld my Servant; «obomr T:ufbold,. | 
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lection, as all Behevers are; but God's Elect 
to the Work of a Sutety and Mediator, 
Beſides here alſo the Father hath ſaid of him, 
in whom he delighted, that be wpbeld bim. 
My Servant when I upbold. Chriſt as God 
was Almighty, and needed not to be up- 
held; Nay, it was impoſſible to add any 
thing to his Power, as God; Therefore Jeſus 
Chriſt is to be conſiderꝰd as Mediator. And 
wen we learh, that tho? it / is impoſſible that 
ay ſhould be added to the infinite 
Love of the Father towards Jeſus Chriſt, con- 
yet there is a diſtin& 
Love to, and Delight of the Father, in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, conſiderd a8 * choſen faithful 


„! 110 A 21 3: 
(A) God the Fither + in ett 
Chriſt from everlaſting, as he beheld him 


perfectly fitted and qualified for his Work, 
as Mediator. | OAT 

2 e 4 He beheld in him perfe&t Underſtan 
;  haviog'in him, all che Treaſures of 
thts. ind Knowledge God the Father had 
Faid}! of him; Laa. xi. 3. Iwill mate bim 
quick Underftariding, © F will make hitn ſo. 4 
Jeſus Chrift receives Wiſdom and Knowledge 
he does it, onty as he is Man, for ſo he n- 
cxeuſed in Knowledge, or Wiſdom; but u- 
God he was Infinite in Knowledge; and ſo 


he could be no more knowing than: he's was. 
om bn | 


* . 8 < 
"ou F 1 H 9 4 


aH e w a 6024 Ges 


| 
| 
l 
| 
| 
. 


made under the hw, to bring 
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2.] Gop the Father beheld Jeſus Chriſt, 
ediator, perfectly pure and holy in his 
— and Life, 1 Pe. i. 19. The Lamb of 
God, withont Blemiſh and without Spot. And 
therefore the only fit Perſon, that ever was 


dience to the holy Law ; and-who, 2 
— as well as Ms ying actively, ſh 
ify the Law and — 5 it honourable ; 
— the ſame Way, ſhould ſatisfy divine 
ſtice and — and ſave all ym the 
ather had given to him. 
[3.} Tux Father beheld the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, as ſtrong and mighty to-ſave, P/al. 


hexxix, 19. I have laid Help upon one that li 
mighty. le. is ſpoken of him that trode the 
Wine -Preſs alone; and as. of the People 
there were none with him; ſo he did not need 
them; But obſerve again, that this muſt 
needs be underſtood of Jeſus Chriſt, as Me- 
diator; becauſe be is-ſaid to be made ſtrong. 
And:fo. he is able to [ave to the uttermoſt, them 
that come um God by him: becauſe be ever 
lives to make Interceſſion for them, Heb. vii: 28. 
[ 4-] God the Father beheld the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift faithful to the Diſcharge of his great 
Truſt, as a Surety both. for God and Men, 
in whom God the Fither himſelf could con- 


fide; and with whom he left all the Affairs 


of his own Glory. It is ſaid of God, that be 
futteth no Truſt 2 bis Saints, Job. xv. 15. But 
God truſted all the Concerns of his ownGlory 
in the Hands of. his Son, John iii, 35. The a” 
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ther loveth the Son, and hath given all things into 
his Hands. And Chriſt, as Mediator, was 
faithfil 40 bim that appointed bim, Heb. iii 2. 
(s.) God the Father delighted in the Lord 


W Jeſus Chriſt, on Account of his ready and 
W chearful undertaking 
tion of loſt Souls. This Readineſs of Tetus 


the Work of Redemp- 


Chrift, to undertake the Work of Media- 
tor, — Pfal. xl. 8. Lo, I come, to 
do thy Will, O God, thy Law is within my 
Heart; I delight to do thy Will. This was 
the very Meat and Drink of Jeſus Chriſt, 
John iv. 32, 34. I bave Meat io eat, that ye 
know not of. And what was that? My Meat 
is to do the Will of him that ſent me, and to f- 
mh bis Work. And tho? the laying down of 
his Life was the Commandment of the Fa- 
ther, John x. 18. Yet it was the Con- 
ſent of Jeſus Chriſt; for ſo he affirm'd it. 
No Man taketh my Life from me : Tlay it down 
of myſelf ; I have Power to lay it down, 
and 1 bave Power to take it again; this 
Commandment bave I received of my Father. 
The Life of Jeſus Chriſt was not extorted 
from him ; but he laid it down ; he gave 
it ; he reſign'd it; he yielded it up, Gal. i. 
4. Who gave himſelf for our Sins, that be 
might deliver us from this preſent evil World, 
according to the Will of God and our Father. 
This alſo was the Will of Jeſus Chriſt ; the 
ſame that was- the Pleaſure of the Father, 
was the ma and Pleaſure of Jeſus Chriſt; 
Ila. liii, 10. 17 pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe bim, 

| I be 


46 Neuf, e f Sermeti 
3 bath put him 1 Grigſ. But God the Fax 
ther, no otherwiſe delighted in the Suffer 
ings and Wrath of Chriſt, chan be 8 


Lay 40d . 1 be nour; 
and redeem, and fave lo eee 
many, Sons to God, and 40. Glory. And 4 
the Pleaſure of the Lord 1s explain d, by a- 
nother Verſe in the ame Chapter, to be in- 
tended of the Converſion and Salvation f 
Sinners, thro? the Merits and Ri ighteouſneſe 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Iſai. liii. 10. He 80% ſee: his 
Seed, be [ball prolong his Days, and the Plege 
ſure. of the Lord all. proſper in bis Handy, 
Thus I bave taken Notice of one Branch of 
the Second Head; that is, the Delight of 
God the Father in 1 and I have ſhewn 
upon. what Accounts he did fo, from all Er 
ternity. , Before I proceed to the Second 
Branch, I ſhall drop a Word or two, by 
way of Application — this Head of the Fa- 
ther's Delight in Jeſus Chriſt. Did Gog 
the Father delight in Jeſus Chriſt, from all 
Eternity, as Mediator? Then. 
[J We learn from hence, the Iatereſt 
that our Lord Te Jeſus Chriſt has, as Mediator 
and Advocate, in the Court of Heaven. 
Ard what a __ all the Diſciples. of Jeſus 
Chriſt have, ach an Advocate with the 
Father; even Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous ; 
not conlider*d as infinite in Righteouſneſs, as 
be is God; put having a per Righteant- 
| neis, 
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ness, as gur Suretyt to plead before the 
Throne of Glory. And there alſo, he pleads 
wich hi Father and gun Father; and with tym 
thit has: delighted in him from. everlaſting} 
Moreover heopleads for —— Fakur 
ether well as be himſelf loves 
them. Ia not that d:widl pray the Father fer 
you z for the Halber himſelf mers » becauſe 
you haue loved” me, John xvi. 27. From all 
— may be fairly gathered, that Gotl the 
Father will always heat the Lgrd Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Advbeate and Mediator, for us. 
2. LEARN hence the great Love of Jo- 
us Chriſt to his Peoples 8 =— Father delights 
in Jeſus Chriſt and did ſo from-everlaſting ; 
Þ Jeſus Chriſt delights: in his fincere Diſci- 
ples, He tells them ſo; John xv. 9. A. 


tbe. Father bath lowed me 3 fo have 1 loged, yau. 


If he delighted in them, from everlaſting, 


ſutely he, willi do ſo, when be has beſtowee 
his Grace on them, and and will ſtill more de- 
light in them, When he has perfected his 
Work of Grace abd Holigeſs upon them. 
2. IAM nom co take Notice of the Plea- 
dare, Satisſactioa and Delight chat the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt togk in he — from ever- 
3 e xpreſſad in theſe Words; rejeycing 
—_— dere dm, As God — Bike from 
all Eternity, delighted 1 in his erernal Son,; 
ſo the Som delighted in the Father from the 
ſame Foundation. 

(1,) God the Son beheld. inchis Father eter- 
_ the ſame divine Ferfections, as were 


eternally 


be any 


| ther, becauſe he confided. in his Faithfulneſs, 
'Truſt committed to any Creature'in 1 


Saints, And upon 


the Father, as he made him Lord over all in 


M1 Ge r 
ſus ſpeaks, Jo x. x9 I and the Fatber are 
one. That is in Eſſence and PerfeCtions. 
To expreſs this ſuperlative Love and De- 
light between the Father and Son, it is ſaid 
that he lay in the Father's Boſom, Jab i. 18, 
Son which is in the Boſom f 

the Father, he bath declared him, And Jeſus 
Chriſt took Care to give the World undenia- 
ble Proof of his Love to, and Delight in the 


Father, Jobn xiv. hs That the World may i :/ 
know that I love the Father.” And how was BY -- 
that manifeſted to the World? By his uni: the 


verſal Obedience to the Father, ach — 
conſider'd as Mediator between God and 
Men, e d in theſe Words, as the Fu- 
ther gave me Commandment, even ſo I di. 
And John vii. 29. 1 do always the things tha 


pleaſe bim, 
(2. ) Ixsus Chriſt gelighted in God the Fa- 


and commited all the Concerns of his own 
Glory into his Hands. Never was ſuch a 


or Earth. He that putteth no Truſt in 
Saints; put his intire Truſt in the King yy 
that Truſt, all the People 
of God went ſafe to Glory, before. che com- 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt in the Fleſh. | 
(3.) Irsus Chriſt rejoyced always before 


Heaven and Earth, Matt. xxviii. 18. All 


Power is giden to me both in Heaven and Earth. 
John 


crm. 112 Tous Glriffto ia l erl. 49 

Je- John #i./35:  TheiFather' loveth. tber dn, and 
ore hath given ll) things'\ into his: Hande. The 
Keys both of 'Heavery and Tel than ehe 
Ar thotld give eternal. Lift to'nsomanyi as Shi Ha- 
aid Bl er b given to bim. Mortoyer, — 
18. Father gave bim to lie Hend b ver Bll {bi 

b Cburcb. Pal. ii. G. I have \fetibim! —— 


King upon my baly Hill of Sion, \ This“ was 
much more the Delight of Jeſus Chtiſto chan 
to be Ming of Natiom; or to be i 

of the Kings of the Earil tt. 
(.) Jesus Chriſt tejoiced: Alg, bebe 
the Father; as he received all „ ae 


F. JFF 


— for 8 Work on of 
ody baſtithou prepared me.. the En- 
— of his Mind. It was that 


made him of quick Dnderſt anding * and hid 
in him all the Treaſures of Wi 
ledge. It was he that made him frong "for 
Binge. He laid Help upon one tha ua, 
mighty, And all his Treaſures of Gtuce, as 
Mediator, were given him by the Father. 
Cal. LI nleaſed the: Father that in bins 
Jhonld\ath Fulnefs dwell; All theſe. muſtineeds 
refer to him! as Mediator: for;..as God; he 
could'receive neither Wiſdom, Power, 
Grace. - The Fulneſi be Gadhendi dee It in 
vim bodily, Col. ii. 9. But that is not by 
the Giſt, — at the Pleaſure lf tlie Father 
but (from che Nereſſity of Natufra. But; all 
— — 
rom ather; He J \ Ws 
Meaſure, unto bim. 226 bo t an giigd 
9 D "Tax 
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.. (5.) Tus Lord Jeſus Chriſt rejaiced:alwdys 
before the Father, on Account of the many 
Promiſes that God the Father: made him. 
with Relation to the Diſcharge of his Me- 
diatory Work. That he fould.be upbeld in his 
Work; That he ſhould not labeur in vain 
' That he Sould fee bis Seed, and the Pleaſure 
of the Lord ſpbould proſper in bis Hand; That 
he ſhould fit at his own right Hand, tall al bis 
Enemies are made bis Fvoiſtaol. And that the 
Goſpel ſhould be ſpread over all the Warld ; 
and the Gentiles ſhould come to the Know- 


ledge and Faith of him. That he ſheuld, 


not only ' raiſe. up the Tribes of "1ſrael,- but 


ſhould give Light to the Gentiles 3 and ould 
have the Hzethen for his Inheritance, andthe i 


uttermoſs Parts of the Earth for bis Poſſeſſion. 
That bis Domimons foeuld be from. Sea to Sea, 
and to the uttermoſt Ends of the Earth ; that 
all Nations be bleſſed in bim; and the 
aubal Earth fhall be filled with his Glory, On 
ſuch Accounts as theſe, * our Lord. Jeſus 


Chriſt, as God-Man, delighted in, and re- 


joĩced always before God che Father 
Here's a Pattern and Example for alb the a+ 
dopted Sons and Children of God : for as he 
has advanced them to the higheſt Honour, 
and to the greateſt Privileges, in — 
Chriſt; they alſo ſhould delight t ves 
in the Lord; as they are commanded to da, 
Pfalb xxvii. 4. Delight tbyſelf alſo in: tbe Lark, 
and he Dall ue thee the Deſire f thine Heart. 
Delight in God the Father, and in the bay 
2 2 
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Jeſus Obriſt, is peculiar to true Believers. 
They love him and are like him. There can 
be no Delight where there is no ſincere Love, 
and there can be no true Love where there is' 


no Likeneſs ; and there is neither Love or 
W Likeneſs without Faith and ſincere R 


tance. There-are two things that T do 
before I finiſh' this Sermon. Firſt, She 
why all che reaſonable Creatures ſhould de- 
ight tkemſelves in the Lord; but eſ 
all the adopted Children of God; 
under double Obli 


aue 
gations ſo to do. rg © 


themſelves in the Lo 
[i.] Way ſhould al the reaſonable ps 


| tures delight themſelves in che Lord? 


T1. Gop deſerves it, even from the com- 
mon Bounty of his kind Providence: for he 
has provided a Bork Delights for us, 
more than wete really neceffary for the Sup- 
port of Life; pleaſant Fra aha Flowers, 
without Number, to delight che Eye, the 
Smell, che Taſte; od teafant Sound to 


delight the Ear; many things to 
delight the Underſt and aprecable 
Relations, to render Life 'edmforta All 


theſe teach reaſonable” Cfeatures to delight 
in the Lord, who is the Fountain and 
Spring of them all. And'tral had it not 
been 5 for the dreadful Work the Fall 
has made, with our Nature, reaſonable 


Creatures would firſt and prone by. 
delighted in God himſelf, c 
MY, 6 2: 


- all Goodneſs; in t 


fear thee ; which, thay 
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Good; and then in all.other Things, As] 
bearing any re as the OA 
riginal ; or as they might refer us. to any 
3 divine Perfections; thro Which, as in 
a. Glaſs, we might behold, the Creator of 
tbem all, as ſhadowed out, in. his Wiſdom, 
Power, Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs and 
Turk. And then, -thoſe Creatures would 
haye been moſt eſteemed by us, that would 
bang been found, to bear the neareſt Reſem- 
ance to the chief Good. But Man, ſince the 
Fall, walks by a falſe Light, and meaſures all 
Things by a crooked Rule; that 1 is, his own 
blind Mind and perverſe Will. God him- 
ſelf is the chief Good, and, the Original of 
t Reſpect, there is none 
good but, Gad; anq therefore deſegyes to be 
loyed and delighted in above all,, And more- 
over, God is good unto. all, and bis tender Mar- 
cies are over all bis Wo rks, Pfal. cxlv. 9. He 
3 Find to the Unthankful and to the Evil, Luke 
5. Hd. he has b t oy Wark G20 


cere 571 MLS {a Fd 
[2. Gop deſerves our chiefeſt e on 


Account of his richer; Proviſions, of Grace, 
in Chri J eſus, and i in his new Covenant for. 


his Peqple. Pſal. xxxi; 7 O how greet, il tbe 


Goodneſs which, thou haſt lgid up 77 5 ay Hhet 
| PAS gem 
that truſt in thee, vale the Som of . 50 #, 
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God has not only ſettled the Way of W 
tion of loſt Sinners, "%hro"''the Mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Surcty 5 but has publiſhed 
theſe glad Tidin „ Life the Goſpel te us: 
It is by that R elation alone, that we can 
know, Ibat God N in C 5, reconciling the 
World to himſelf. B y this Revelation alone, 
Wwe learn, who e what the Lord Jeſus 
W Chriſt! is; what his Undertaking was; what 
he has done; and what he has p archaſed; and 
hat he has convey'd to choulads of Souls; 
andi what be can Rin de for, ive to; and 
work in, the Hearts of Sinners: at Bleſ- 
ſings. he has further in Store ſo convey unto 
Men; and upon what Terms they may be- 
„come Gurs Thereby alone we learn that 
. Jeſos Chriſt is both able and willing co fave; 
and how | wiſe and ſkilful 3 h H fü and 
gracious he is: and that here i u SA vation 
nun any other : and that the very chief of Sin- 
ners may look unto him and be ſaved. Theſe 
ire ſuck Acts of his Goodneſs as call for our 
Delights in the Lord 
Bur there are two Reaſons of very gr 8 reat 
Weight, to be conſiderd by us, why we 
ſnould chiefly delight ourſelves in the Lord; 
and they are, Firſt What God has wrought 
in'us, and = to us; And, 2 What 
he has laid up for us. 

I.] War he has wrougbt in us, ana 
given to us; even thoſe Things bar 'actom- 
pany Salvation, Hebo vi. 9. He has open'd 
our Eyes, * born" bing de has 

D 3 ſhewn 


ſhewn us ourſelves and humbled us; and 
brought us to truſt, nor in ourſelves, but in 
the living God. O what a bleſſed Sight hüs 8 
he given us of Chriſt: Jeſus, the King, in bu 
Beauty and Fulneſs of Grace, John i. 14. 
Je bebeld bis Glory, as the Glory of the only i 
Begotten of the Father, full of Grace and Truth, 
We have had an happy Sight of the Glories if 
.of the New, yet everlaſting Covenant. 
W were deaf to the Calls of God, and 
to the gracious Propoſals, of the -richeſt ' Bleſ- 
fings that Heaven could -beſtow upon the 
Sons of Men: but God has opened our Ears; 
he has given ps be bearing Ear, and an un. 
derſtanding Heart, The Tergours of the Law, 
and the joyful Sound of the Goſpel did not 
il viour, and the good News of Pardon of Sin, 
'” were not attended unto by fuch as lay under 
jiuſt Condemnation ; the gracious Pr of 
the true Riches: were diſregarded by thoſe 
that were miſerably poor; but God has o- 
pened our Hearts, as he did Lyaia's, to attend 
to the Things that are ſpoken, Acts xvi. 14. 
And made us to hear the Voice of the Son 
of God, in his Word, John v. 25. The Hour 
cometh, and now is, toben the Dead, in Tref- 
paſſes and Sins, ſball bear the Voice of the Son © 
of God, in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and MW ©: 
ibey that bear all hive.  ' 
 Monzoves he has drawn us, with the Ae 
Cords of his Love, to forſake all known Ef 
Sins, and to turn to the Lord. Jer. xxxi. 3. 


germ. H. Je Cr teal World. gx 
I have loved the with everlaſting Love, tbere- 
fore with loving Kindneſs haue I drawn. thee. 
This Drawing of God, is bending and inelin- 
ing the Heart and Will, to conſent unto, 
and fall in with, God's Terms of Salvation. 
And is the ſame with that Promiſe, Pſal. cx. 3. 
Thy People ſhall be willing in the Day. of thy 
Power. | 25] 1.1 lah 
Anp God has followed theſe Acts of his 
Grace with the Pardon of our Sins, thro? the 
Merits and Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Great and many Sins are forgiven, thro” the 
free Gift — 8 CR — — 
15—18. This encourage t ief 
— talook forthe Pardon of their Sins. 
Ver. ar Sin abounded 5 _ Deigbe 
ere. Again, to call for our Del 
in the Lord, he has added this Merey, to 
take poor Strangers into his Family, and 
make them his Children, thro*- Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt. John i. 12. Thus, by Grate, 
they are made Heirs, with Chriſt of eternal 
Life it-ſelf, Rom. viii. 17. O how much is 
this Grace to be admired, by all the Children 
of God! 1 John iii. 1. Bebold, what manner 
of Love, the Father | bath 
that we ſhould be called the Sons off Gad 


1 p, 3, 
And 
the Mercy that is always annexed to this is, 
that all the great and precious Promiſes ane given 
to us. Jetus Chriſt being ours, all Things 
are ours 3 being eſpouſed to Jeſus Chriſt, we 
have right, thro him to all his Purehaſe and 
i. 3. Eſtate, Mil Things are yours ;, for yeare Ghriff's 
"NSA D 4 2.] Tuzxx 


36 The Everlaſting Live of” Serm. IE 
2.J TRExx is yet ſomething further that 
calls for the Delight of the People of God 
in him ; and that 8, what he has laid up 
and further prepar'd for: them in Heaven, 
Believers . ſomething in Hand; but they 
have much more, as the Matter of their 
Hope; they have, now, the Promiſe of eter- 
nal Life, and they have the Earneſt of it; 
but they ſhall have the Poſſeſſion alſo. Hea- 
ven is now the Matter of theit Hope, Col. i. 5 
For tbe Hope that it laid up for you in Haven. 
But they ſhall receive be Eud of their Hope, 
even the Salvation: of their Souls.) This is that 
Light that is ſown for the :Righteaus, P/al, 
xcvli. 11. Grace and Glory. Theſe are ſown, 
as God'has prepared them in his Purpoſe and 
Promiſes, and in eternal Life. This“ is that 
Crown of Life, which God will give to allthat out 
him, 2 Tim. iv. 8. So that = weakeſt ſincere 
Believer in Chriſt, may truly fay, what that 
Man did, thro' Miſtake,” Luke xii. 19, Spud, 
fate thine Eaſe, eat. drink and be merry; for 
thou baſt Goods laid up far many Yeats... Poor, 
weak, tempted,” diſconſolate Believer; Art 
thou afraid thou ſhalt want any good Thing? 
O ibou of [little Faith; wwberefore doſt thou doubt # 
Afraid of Want! when God himſelf is thine! 
His:Chriſt thine ; the Covenant of Grace, and 
all its great and precious Promiſes are thine; 
and Heaven itfelf is thine. O Soul, thou 
uri not ſtruitned in God, but inthy own \ Bowel; 3 
thou needeſt nothing to render thee happy 


and comfortable, but the- Increaſe of; thy 
143hH] Faith, 


Serra, J. 7efur. Chrifkn a In World. g 
Faith, to live upon thy Portion. Then thou 
mi ighteſt ſay, when all outward Things Fg 
to ail; [ will rejcite in the Lord, and joy 
the God of my Salvation. O how, like a, 902 
ing Father, has God laid up, great, ſuitable 
125 ſure Mercies for his Children! Does not 
all this call for their higheſt Delights | in 
| | 
[2.] 1 $HALt; now jew you who, they are 
that delig ht themſelves in the I. ord, I hope | 
ſome” Souls defire to make ir bil, © | 
Ci. Sven as choole God in Chriſt 260% lf 
for their Portion. Every gracious Soul, does 
ſo. Lam. iii. 24. The Lord is my Portion, , Jaith 
my Soul, Pſal. Ixxili. 26. The Lord is | the 
Strength of my Heart, and my Portion for ever; 
Men delight in their own Portion more than 
in what is another Man's. And then the Soul 
delights in the Lord, when it eſteems his 
Favour as Life, and bis Loving- Kinanejs n 
than Life, Pfal: Ixiii. 3. 
1615 Wurd the Sou fincerely, intirely.g es 
p itſelf to the Lord, 2 Cor, vil g. They 
g 55 themfelbes io tbe Lord When they de- 
icate Body and Soul to the Lord, to be his 
for ever, then they delight in him. BY 248 
Wax they make God in Child, e 
Reſt and Repoſe of their Souls. Deſire is 
Love in Motion 's; The Defire of our Soi is to 


thy Name, and to the Remembrantt of thee, 
Ila. xxvi. 8. [ And Delight / is Ei Reſt 3* 
ſarisfy'd with what it erhoys. 7 19 


75 0 my Soul, that 18 to th fat: er by 
os as. - bath 


„ Dein Tontof Serif 
bath dealt beuntifully with thee, Then Soul 
delight in the'Lord, when they make God 
their Home and Dwelling- Place. Men com- 
monly delight in their own Dwellings. God 
Has been fo to his People, in all Ages, Pfal. 
FC. 1. Cord, thou baſt been our Diuelling- Place 
in eralions. - | b 
IA. Txzy delight in God himſelf, that de- 
Ight in his Word; all that love God, love 
his Word; becauſe thereby they learn the 
Will of God; their Relation to him; their 
Duty towards him, and their Intereſt in his 
Chriſt and his Covenant. Every gracious 
can ſay, in ſome Meaſure, as David, 
Pfal.cxix. 97. O how do IT love thy Law! 
whole revealed Will, 7! is my Meditation 
the Day. And as the A ſtle, Rom. vil 22, 
¶ delight in the Law of God, after the inward 
Is. Tux delight in God, that delight 
in the Work and Service of God; that count 
it cheir perfef? Freedom; and as their Meat 
and Drink. Like the Lord ſeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf; John iv. 32. 1 have Meat lo eat, that 
know not of. Ver. 34. My: Meat is 10 do the Wilt 
of bim thas ſent me, and to finiſh his Work, Such 
count the Ways of Wiſdom, Ways of Pleaſant» 
neſs, and all her Paths Peace. | 
(6. Tuxx delight in the Lord, that delight 
in the People of God; as: they bear his J. 
mage of Righteouſneſs. and true Holineſs. 
Pal. xvi. 3. My Goodneſs. extendeth not unto 
thee, but to the Saints that are on the Earth; 
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ſuch 


Setm. I Toft World. 7 
ſueh as are in part ſanctißed, the Excellent 
the Earth, in whom is al my Delight, Not tr” 
cauſe they are rich in this World 3. but be- 
cauſe 2 have the. true Niches. Not be- 
cauſe they have mote human or 
brigbter natural Parts than others but bt. 
cauſe they are taugbt ef God. Not becauſo 
they are of better natural Diſpoſitions than 
others, but hecauſe lave the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in Sincerity. Not becauſe they [are 
of our Opinion; but becauſe they belong to to 

Chriſt. They that delight in Sin, cannot 
delight in Gods and they that delight in 
the Company and Converſation oC Sinners, 
cannot delight in the Saints. They that lere 
the Lord will hate all Evil. Pſal. xdvii 40. 
And they that love Gad and Holineſs, Will 
chooſe holy Company, I ar: Companion 
of all them that fear thee, and of ibem tha 
keep x, Precepts, Pal. cxix. 63. Dito Nin 

ou? 
a [7, Tuev delight in the Lord, that love 
to think of him that which we love moſt,. 
we moſt frequently, and delightfully think! 
of. Pal. cxxxix. 17. How precious: are thy. 
Thoughts unto me, O. God! bow” great is the: 
Sum of them ! If 1 ould connt thers,-they are 
more in number than the Sand : n Tamale 
1 am ſtill with thee. IS 

[8. Tur delight in Ma Leaks -that 
breathe after him, and long for his Preſence, 
Ha. xxvi. g. ray ee N 


Name, and io the Remembrance 0 


9 — 


G& Tr Ro aft e Lor r Shining 

Sul defereth thee in The! Mg. And that Soul 
delights lin che Lord, that is well pleaſed with 
any ſenſible Manifeſtations of his Love and 
Favour; any remarkable Aſſiſtance in Duty; 
any ſenſible Anſwers of Prayer z or Fulfil- 
ment of Promiſes. Or when they have no 


comfortable Enjoyment, they cannot but ſong 


after it, Pal. xv. 3. Say to my Soul, I am 
thy Salvation. Have you ſuch Breathings of 
Soul aſter God ?:? 4 

4 oled Nos Ii del 1: in 0 10 

Un. Do you delight in the Lord; then 
he delights in you: your Love and Delight 
in him, is not the Cauſe of his Delight in 
you ; but the Fruit and Evidence of it. 


* * 
* s :1 Lf > & 
= 


Abe iv. 19. .be bin becauſe be | firſt 


loved ut. God maſt love us, and give ſome 
Evidence of it too, before we can love him. 
Our Love is but of Veſterday; his was from 
everlaſting. e X (a art v6} id 
U 2. Ir yod delight ig the Lord, then 


he will anſwer all your Prayers to your very 
Heart's Content Pſul: xxxvit. 4, Deliglu {y- 


elf in tbe Lord, amb be Hall ziur thee be Des 


fore of thine: Heart. . And what can you de- 
fire more? There's a Word for you that 


are of little Faith; Who are too ready to 
limit the Holy One of 1#ael: you are, 
ſometimes, uneaſy, if God does not anſwer 


you in your Time and Way. O what weak, 


Way unbelieving Thoughts, ſometimes, a- 


riſe 


uy 
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us:Chrift is a oft World. 61 
riſe-in;the Heart! -Here's a Way preſcribed 
how you may have-yourrown Will: "Delight 
thy fel in the Lord, and dee gw; thee _ 
Deſt _ thine oi IEEE) 

3 ITS 

Uſe 3. Juvon of — Grace and 
Holineſs, in your Sauls, by your Delight in 
the Lord. For as Delight in Sin is the v 
Spirit and Life of Sin; and argues the Guilt 
and Reign of it, in the Soul: So Delight in 
God is * very Spirit and Life of Religion 
and Holineſs. So much Delight as any ane 
has in God; ſo much Conformity he has un- 
to God, and to the Son of God. week”) 


Uſe 4. Enpeavour to prove your Love 
to, bd Delight in, the Lord, hy maintain-' 
ing honourable Thoughts of him, under all 
Afflictions. Endeavour to keep up a thank- 
ful Remembrance of his great Goodneſs to 
you. And believe that God will over-rule all 
things for your Good. Hie has promiſed it, 
Cen. xxxii. 12. Veriiy I. will do thee: Good. 
Plead it with. God, as Jacob did, that your 
may experience it, as others of the oe le 
of God have done. Nam. viii. 28. Vie ö 
that all ibings work together for good, to them! 
that love God; to 4 that are — ay 


. eee en 936 eee 


F 2 14 111 I. 5 21! 
U 5. e ta imitate God, in his 
Loveand in his Holineſs; in being good and 


doing 


- 62 | Thi Evenlaffing Lou f, rm. WM: 
doing good. True Love and Delight puts 
ene upon Imitation of another: ſo it will 
you, if you delight in God, to be Followers 
of Cod; to be kind to the Unthankful and the 
Evil; but to love them beſt, that moſt re- 
femble God and Jeſus Chriſt. And to be 
ready to forgive many and great Offences 
for ſo God does for Chriſt's Sake; and fo 
ſhould you. Let the Fleſh and Corruption 
cavil while it —_ _—_ _ a thoufand Ob- 
jections againſt it, ule is plain; Eph, iv. 
i = And be ye kind one to another, wie, beart- 
, forgiving one another, even as God for 
if Cbriſt Sake hath forgiven you. 


Occasrons of Differences will ariſe among 
the Diſciples of Chriſt, tho* they are Children 
of the ſame Father, and incompaſſed with the 
ſame Enemies, and poſſefled of the fame 
Bleſſings and Privileges, and deſign'd for the 
ſame Home and eternal Habitations : while 
they are here, Satan and Corruption will in- 
terrupt their Peace; but if Differences ariſe, 
they ought not only to forgive one another, 
but to imitate God himſelf therein; that is, 
to do it ſincerely, heartily, readily, chear- 
fully, and for ever. And ſuch, of all the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, as are moſt diſpoſed 
hereto, are moſt like God and the Lord Je- 
fus Chriſt ; but ſuch as know not how, or 
when, to forgive their Brethren a few Of- 
fences, muſt needs be very defective in —_ 


erm. II. Yefirs Chrift to a off World - * | 
fuch too much forget th | their own aint Go, an 


more aitezergus Olleuces 

their Need of 

ſuch peeviſh Profe = give juſt 7, 9.4 nay to 
others to £0 queſtion, HEE by the * 8 
the, ig re whether God 
their Treſpaſſes. Mat. vi. 14, fors T _—_ 
give 4465 their T. relpaſſes, your heavenly Father 
W! 0 orgrue you, Out orgrve not 
Men Is Treſpaſſes, Rees i 2 Ras g 
forgive . your Treſpaſſes; May the God of 
Grace diſpoſe you more and more to theſe 
Chriſtian Duties. OY 
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Rejoi icing in the habitable bay. of his 
Earth, and my Delights were with the 
* ons of Men. 


HAVE, in the former Diſ- 
courſe, taken notice of the mu- 
tual, ſuperlative Love, Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction that God the 
Father and Son took in each 
other, from everlaſting 35 now, by theſe 
Words, I am directed to Ake notice of the 
ſubordinate Pleaſure; ion and Delight, 
that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt took, from ever- 
laſting, in the Sons of Men; that is, in the 
Proſpect of the Redemption and Salvation 
of the Sons of Men. And that's expreſs'd 
theſe two Ways; 


Firſt, 'Rejorcino in the habitable Part of 
. bis Earth. 


Secondly, My Delights were with the Sons 
of Men, 
I 


Serm. II. 403th the Sem f Hen. 6g 
I $HALL endeavour to explain theſe two 
Expreſſions, and improve W to the In- 
tereſt of Religion. | 

- Firſt, RxJoicinG. in the bubitabl Part of 
his Earth, - 1 

Hxxx are two things to x Coed di- 
ſtinctly ; What we muſt underſtand by the 
habitable Part of bis Earth * And that Je- 
ſus Chriſt rejoyced therein from everlaſting. ' 

1. WHAT are we to underſtand by /be bas 
bitable Part of bis Earth ? 

(i.) Nor the Wilderneſs and ſolitary Places, 
which are not inhabited by the realtinabls 
Creatures; for they are Ranges for wild 
Beaſts: but the habitable Part of bis Earth, is 
ſuch Parts as Men were to inhabit, who ſhould 
be made in the Image of God, in Know- 
ledge, Righteoubaſi.a and true Holineſs ; and 
therein more excellent than all the reſt of his 
lower Works; but more eſpecially, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt rejoiced in the e Proſpect af: the 
Sons of Men; as he himſelf was to appear 
on Earth, in their very Nature; and be Fleſh 
of their Fleſh, - and Bone of their Bone. Heb. 
— Us Foraſmuch as the Children, of Abrabain, 

God had given him, were Partakers 
7 7 ſb and Blood, he, himſelf likewi/e took 


Part, or partook, , the: ſame; the ſame 
Fleſh and Blood ; a human Soul and Body. as 
they had; and fo became their near K inſ- 
man, that he might redeem them: ſo, Ver. 
16. He took not on him the Nature of Angels, 
but the Seed of Abraham, Why is it ſaid that 
he 


Bl!) 


he took the Nature of the Seed of Abraham, 
and not of Adam? To inform us that Jeſus 
Chriſt was not an Undertaker and Surety for 
all Men alike ; but the Children of Abraham, 
or thoſe to whom Abraham is a Spiritual Fa- 
ther, as he is to all that believe. So that 


Jeſus Chriſt ſtood, as a Surety, for no more 


than thoſe, who do or ſhall believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſhall be eventually ſaved by 


him: for thoſe only are the Children of 


Abraham. = 
(2.) Taz habitable Part of bis Earth, are 
ſuch Places where the Goſpel comes, bring- 
mg the good Tidings of Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Salvation for loſt Sinners; thoſe Parts of the 
Earth are peculiarly the Lord's: for tho? the 
whole Earth, and all the Kingdoms of it are 
his, P/al. xxiv. 1. The Earth is the Lord's, 


and the Fulneſs thereof ; he made it, and he 


upholds it, and gives it to whom he will; 
yet there. are ſome Parts of the Earth, that 
God chuſes for his own Inberitanuce; not for 
the ſake of the Ground or Lands, but for the 
ſake of thoſe that ſhould inhabit them. 
That's bis Earth, emphatically, where bi- 
People are placed by divine Providence, and 
where the Goſpel Churches are. God has 
choſen them for his Habitation, P/al. hevni. 
16. This is the Hill which God defireth to dwell 
in; yea, the Lord will dwell in it for ever: That 
is, in the Churches of his Saints. Pſal. cxxxii. 
13, 14. For the Lord hath choſen Sion, be hath 
deſired it for his Habitation ; this is my. "= 
al 
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ſaith God, for ever, bert will I dwell, for I 
have defiredit. And what is God's dwelling 
there? but committing: his Oracles, his Sta- 
tutes, his Ordinances'to them, and eſpecially 
his bleſſing the Means of Grace among them 
for ſo it is added, for Explication, in the very 
next Words; I will abundantly bleſs ber Pro- 
viſion; I wil ſatisfy ber poor with Bread, 
That is, the poor in Spirit; they ſhall have 
the fineſt of the Wheat; that is, * Gof- 
pel Doctrines; and enjoy them with an eſpe- 
cial Bleſſing. I vill WA clothe her Prieſts, 
be y pr, reg — and her — 2 
t oy; from happy and com | 
able tence of the Influences of Heaven 
upon their Souls. For where the Goſp 
comes, it makes that Part of the 2 
Land of Light; all others are Darkneſs. 
Mat. iv. 16. The People that fat in Darkneſs, 
faw a great Light ; that is, of a clear Goſpet 
Miniftry ; and to them which ſat in the Region 
and Shadow of Death, Light is ſprung up; by 
the Preaching of the Goſpel, as it is ex- 
lained in the next Words; from that Time 
22 began to preach, and to ſay, Repent, for 
the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, And where 
the Goſpel comes, it is like the dropping of 
Dew and Rain upon the Plants and Herbs, to 
make them fruitſul, and to turn a barren 
Wilderneſs into a fruitful Field. Deut. xxxii. 
2, Hear, O Earth, the Words of my Mouth; 
for my Doctrine ball drop as the Rain, my 
Speech ſhall diftill as the Dew, as the ſmall Rain 
upon 


woe DPMFAQM Ga Bora RAA N A 


68 The eternal Delights of: Chriſt. Ser. III. 
upon the tender Herb, and as the Showers upon 
the Graſs. So thoſe Parts of the Earth, where 
the Goſpel comes, are like thoſe Parts that 
have greater Heat of the Sun. Mal. iv. 2. 
There the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſes, with 
Healing in his Wings. Thoſe that inhabit o- 
ther Places, are like dead Men ; and as living 
Men do not delight to converſe with: the 
dead, ſo the living God does not delight to 
converſe with - thoſe that ars in a State of 
Spiritual Death. In that ſenſe, God is nat 

the God of the Dead, but of the Bug 

(3.) Taz habitable Part of his Earth, is 
eſpecially intended of ſuch as are, through 
Grace, become the Habilalion of God through 
4#beSpirit, Eph. ii. 22. And ſuch in xhom ti 
Lord Jeſus "Chriſt dwells by: Faith, Ephuan 
17. Such as dwell in God, ah God: in then, 
1 John i iv. 13. it 

2. Taz Lord Jeſus Chriſt refoled,) in [this 
habitable Part of this Earth, from -everlaſt- 
ing.; before there was an aun, wy be in 
habited. 

(1.) This ſuppoſes and: is et "7 
ſure, Satisfaction and Delight that Jeſus Ch 
took in the Settlement of God's eternal 
Counſel and Covenant, for the Salvation 10 
loſt Sinners, by his Obedience in Life and 
Death, as a Surety for his People, together 
with the Application of his Purchaſe to the 
Souls of thoſe whom the Father had given 
to him. This neceſſarily implies the infinite 
Wiſdom and eternal Fore-knowledge of Je 


ſus 


Serm. III. ith the Sens of Men. 69 
ſus Chriſt; for when he rejoiced in the habi- 
table Part of the Earth, it was not then 
made; but he foreſaw what the Earth was to 
be, and: who would people the Earth: ffbe 
End was knotom to him from the Beginning : he 
calls Things that are not, as though - they were. 
All Creatures and Things are nated und open- 
ed to the Eyes of bim with» whom: we have ta 
do. From all Eternity, he ſaw all the nu- 
merous Inhabitants of the World, and —— 
were given to him of the Father. F know 
my Sheep, John x. 14. not only thoſe that 
have believed on him, but thoſe: alſo that 
Hall believe on him. Ver. 16. Other Sheep 
1 haves. which are. not of this Fold. I have 
them, in the Gift and Promiſe of God, tho? 
they were not effeQuaby. called, no, mw ou 
born into ithe-W orld. 2 
2.). Tunis eternal Rezbirigef Jeſus Cheiſt 
in the habitable Part of God's Earth, implies 
the Readineſs of Chriſt to ſet himſelf in — 
Room and Stead of his People, and ſtand 
and act as a Surety for them. He not only 
complied with the Father's Command, but he 
undertook it, and went through it wich Plea- 
ſure and Deligbi ; he rejoĩced in it. He did 
not rejoice in it, before- hand, becauſe: he was 
ignorant of what he was to do and ſuffer; for 
he knew perfectly what was in the bitter Cup 
that he was to Urink in the Way that is, 
what he muſt undergo from Men, "al from 
the Powers of Hell ; and, which: was more 
than all the reſt, he knew alſo what he _ 
uffer 
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a Baptiſm, a bloody, painful, fametal, curſed p! 


70 Tien Dtght of Chriff Ser. TIE: 
ſaffer from the Hand and Sword of divine 
Juſtice, and the Wrath of God; but not 
wichſtanding all chis, he view'd his Work, 
from all Eternity, wich Delight, and not 
with Reluctancy; he rejoiced therein, not 
for the fake of the Sufferiogs themſelves, 
that could not be ; for, as Man, he-was 
Fleſh and Blood, as well as we, and muſk be 

ſed to love his Life as well as we; but 
the chief Ground of his eternal Delights with 
Men, or his rejoicing in the habita Fart of 
the Earth was, 

3.) In the Proſpect of the bleſſed Frais 
and Effects of his Obedience and Death; the 
diſplay ing and glorifying all the divine Per- 
fections; magnif ng the Lewand making it 
1 and conveying Riches of Grace 

o poor needy Sinners; and bringing them, 
a laſt, to eternal Life, to be for ever with 
him. And fo you muſt underftand him when 
he ſpeaks of his Sufferings, and his defiring 
of that dreadful Seaſon, Luke xii. 50. Ibaur 
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Death, to "be baptized 'with, and bow am 1 
d till it be am pliſ had. So Luke xxii. th 

15. With Defire I bave deſired to eat this Paſ- th 
fover with you before 1 ſuffer. Tho” this was ar 
juſt to precede his Sufferings, which were too th 
heavy for all the Creatures in Heaven and 1 
Earth, yet the View of Sinners Salvation, W #4 
made him rejoice at the Proſpet. O how ib 
great was the Love of Jeſus riſt to loſt 
Souls ! The many - Waters of his great Suf- 
ferings 
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Serm. ME - with the Sorts of Ade. 7. 
ferings did not quench his Love to them; 
nor thoſe deep Floods, the Waves and Bil- 
lows of divine Wrath, did not drown his 
Love to them. He had the Concerns of 
their Salvation upon his Heart, with greater 
Care than for the Preſervation of his own na- 
tural Life. What the Apoſtle Paul faid as a 
faithful and affectionate Miniſter, and a dear 
Lover of precious Souls, the fame Jeſus Chriſt 
could fay, as the tender loving Saviour, As 
xx. 24. Neither count I my Life dear unto me, 
ſo that I may ſiniſo my Courſe with Joy, and 
the Miniſtry. ibu I have recerved of the Lord, 
gathered, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt did not 
take ſo much delight in the Proſpect of the 
Creation of the World, tho* that was a very 
curious piece of Skill „ neither did he fo 
much delight in the Creation of the Angels, 
or in their eternal Services, as he did in the 
greater Work of Redemption of loſt Sin- 
ners, and in the View. of their eternal Hap - 
packs who were, from everlaſting given to 
im of the Father, that he might purchaſe 
their Lives, and all neceſſary Grace for chem 
that he might bring them into his Fold, feed 
and take care of them; that he might give 
them Grace and bting them to Glory. And 
with tri fay, Bebold' bere'\ am I, and 
the Children ,which thou baſt given me... Of 
thoſe whom tbow haſt given: me, I have loft 
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72 The eternal Delights of Cbriſ Ser- Ill 
Bronx I paſs on to the ſecond Head, 16 
drop one Word of Uſe. If the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt delighted in his People from all 'Eter- 
nity, in the Proſpect of their Salvation, then 
all the Redeemed ſhould rejoice in C brig Jeſus, 
— is the Character of true Believers; Phil. 

ni. 3. We are the Circumciſion, in Lips, Ears, 
and Heart, bich worfoip God in the'Spir 
and rejoice in C hriſt Feſus, and haue no Ce 
dence in the Fleſh. T might alſo - ſhew that Je- 
ſus Chriſt delights in the Per/ons and Serviees 
of Believers ; for he beholds them in glori- 
ous Robes of his own perfect Righteouſneſs z 
they are comely, thro' his Comelineſs put 
upon them. Ezek. xvi. 14. The Church” ot 
Believers is all fair; Cant. vii. 6. Hot fair 
how pleaſant art thou, O Love, for ' Delights? 
And Jeſus Chriſt alſs takes delight in the Ser. 
vices of his People. Thus it is expreſſed con- 
cerning their Prayers. Prov. xv, 8. The 
Prayer of the Upright is bis Dalight. * Even 
thoſe poor Performances, that, in their Gn 
Acœount, are like the chatteris of @ Crans of 
4 Swallow, Iſa. xxxviii. 14. thoſe mu 
be delightful to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Cane. 
11. 14. Let me bear thy Voice, let me ſee thy Fate 
fir fu feet is thy Voice, and thy Countenance is 

nel. Thus it appears that all the Diſei 

of Chrict ſhould rejoice in him : — 
rejoiced in them, ee everlaſting 4 and 
he does ſo ſtill, in their Perſons and Serving 
and yet, there are many other Reaſons, even 


ont Number, why all Believers ſhould 
rejoice 
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rejoice in him. I thall mention. A tas of them, 
and ſo paſs on. . 

[t.] Taar hive ſuck! A ber ide 
exalted far above all the — of Heaven: 
thoſe Principalities: and Powers in the Hea- 
venly Places, are all ſubjec̃t to him 3 Heaven 
and Earth are under his Command. He is 
the Head of Government ti all the Creati- 
on; but he is the Head of vital Influegce:to 
all Believers. Chriſt is their Life, Col. iii. 4. 
His Glories, as Mediator, are their Glories; 
his Conqueſts theirs; and his Life as their 
Head, ſecures their ſpiritual and eternal Life. 
Jon xiv. 19. Becauſe! I live, ye ſpall live alſo, 

2. ]; Becauſe they have e. for the Lord 
their Righteouſneſj ; they are comely in the 
Sight of God, b bis Comelineſs put ufan 
them. This alone gives them Acceptance with 
God; this gives them a Title to eternal Life. 
By che 'Suretiſhip-Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
the Believer obtains the — of Sin. In this 
they rejoice and glory. Iſait lv. 25. In the 
Lord ſhall all the el Seed of We be 
zue ed, and ſhalt giory. 

SES! Believers | may well we in Chriſt: * 
und for they ha ve in him a full Fvuntain ad 
 Treafuryi of Grace ; overflowing to all; his 
needy Diſciples and Followers; from whoſe 
Fulneſs, all che People of God have received 
their Supplies, in every Age, from the Begin 
4 of the World, even to this Day. John 
i. 16. Of bis Ting bave' all we raced, ard 
Grace for Graces iibav Ad. I þ 32 
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4 The ui Dilights of Chr Jt Sex-MÞ 
L.] Tarr have, in Jeſus Chriſt, a tenden, 
faithful, loving, conſtant Friend. He us g 
Friend at all 'Times ; Believers have found 
him ſo, Cant. 5. 16. Tbis it my Belaved,' ang 
this is my Friend, O what a Friend was: that 
who undertook to pay their Debts ; to 
down his Life for them, that they might) live 
for ever| And he nunchangeable i in his ys 
and Friendſhip ; He is the ſame yeſterday, 1 
day, and for ever. As he i in bimſclf” 6 ſo 
he is in his Lore and Friendſhip, and all his 
Gifts of Grace. 
(5.] BeL1zvers ſhould rejoice in Jeſys 
Chriff; as they have ſuch an Advocate with 
the Father; to plead. their Cauſe for them, 
1 John ii. 1. A any Man fin, thro? Iofirmity, 
unwillingly, we Lav an Advocate with the 
' Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Ri 3. He ever 
lives, in Heaven, to make Interceſſion for them 
that come unto Gad by bim, Heb. vii. 25. o 
plead for all neceſſary Grace : and for Glory 
ſelf, John xvil. 24. "Father, 1 will that. thoſe 
tobom thou haſt given me, may be with me, 
where I am, that they may behold my Glory, 
evhich thou haſt grven me. Therefore muſt be 
his Glory as Mediator becauſe, it was given 
him; for nothing could be given to him ot 
recoived by him 4 God. FIC 80 
[5 Tar Diſciples of Ohriſt may well re- 
"oice in Chriſt Jeſus, as he is their tender, 
catetul Shepherd; to watch over them, Day 
and Ni tz to lead and feed them. He has 
charged all the under * to do ip; 


* 


Jobn xxi. 18, 16, 11 7. Feed ay Sheep, feed my 
Lambs. Acts xx. 28. Take beedtoall the Flock, 
over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Over- 
ſeers; to feed the Cburch of Cod, tubich be 
hath purchaſed with bis. own Blood. But he 
himſelf is the chief Shepherd, and will take 
Care of them all. Pſ. Ixxx. 1. He is tbe Shep- 
berd. of Iſxgel, be that leadeth Joſeph, all his 
own Sheep, lile 4 Hack, And as his Love 
is as large as his Power, they can never want. 
Pſal. xxiii. 1. The Lord it my Shepherd, 1 all 
pot Wan. 19 4 „ l 

(7.] BeLrzvzrs may well rejoice in Chriſt 
Jeſus; for he is ſuch a Phyſician as can in- 
fallibly deal all. the Diſeaſes. of his People. 
He perfectly knows all their Afflictions, with 
the Grounds and Occaſions thereof; and he 
is willing to undertake the Cure of all that 
put themſelves into his Hands: And he is moſt 
Succeſsful ; none ever fail'd of Cure, that 
committed; themſelves to him for healing. 
Matth, xii. 13. Whatever their Diſeaſes were, 
in the Days of his Miniſtry upon Earth, be 
bealed them all. And he does all gratis, or 
for nothing. He only expects that healed 
Souls ſhould return to give Glory to God, 
by their Thanks and Praiſes; and by their 
obedient Lives. And ſurely that's but a 
reaſonable Service, for all that he has done 
for them Theſe Things, now mention'd, 
are ſome of the Reaſons, hy all the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt , ſhould reaice in him 
But in order thereto, it is neceſſary that they 
E 2 ſhould 
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ſhould give all Diligence, to make out theit 
Intereſt in him. 


\ Secondly. The Delights of Jeſus Chriſt, 
from all rl were with the Sons of 
Men. Theſe two Terms, the habitable Par 
of his Earth, and tbe Som of Men, are the 
ſame Thing : though, as I obſerved before, 
with ſome Diftinctionz even as Men may 
look with ſome Pleaſure,” on many Thing 
in the World; yet it is Intereſt and Pro. 
priety, in any Thing, that gives the greateſt 
Delight. If there is any Thing, which, in 
itſelf is good, valuable and ſuitable, and, at 
the ſame Time, we can add this one Thought, 
to the reſt, that it is mine; that heighthem 
our Delight in the Thing——And now I ſhall 
endeavour to ſhew upon what Accounts, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt took his Delights with the 
Sons of Men, from Everlaſting. 
1. Tx1s occaſion'd Delight and Pleaſute 
to Jeſus Chriſt ; in that he knew, that by 
ſtanding as a Surety for his People, and bear- 
ing their Guilt and Puniſhment 3 he ſhould 
alſo bear 8 their Sinn. He knew, by che 
Conditions of the Covenant of Redemption, 
that the Iniguities of bis People were to men 
upon bim, by Imputation; as the Sins of the 
People, under the Law, were conſeſid over 
the Head of the Victim, or Creature to be 
lain ; and, thus, there was a typical Trans- 
ferring che Sins of the Perſon to 3 


fice. Lev. xvi 21. So God the Father made 

the Sins of all his People to meet upon Chriſt. 
Ifa, liii. 6, The Lord laid upom bim ibe Iniquity 
of us all, And then the Surety:muſt anſwer, 
to the Juſtice of God, for their Sins, whom 
he ſtood. for, and muſt undergo the Puniſh- 
ment which was due to them for Sin. He 
muſt lye under the Curſe and Wrath of God, 
for a while, that they might be ſaved from 
the Wrath to come, 1 Theſſ. i. 10. Even 
Jeſus, ' who bath delivered us from the Wrath to 
come. As for the Eternity of the Miſeries 
of thoſe that periſh, that's occaſionꝰd for 
want of Satisfaction of the Creditor; for if 
Satisfaction was made the ſame Day that a 
Man was caſt into Priſon, the Creditor and 
Jaylor have nothing to do to hold that Man 
any longer: But a Man remains Priſoner all 
his Life, becauſe his Debts remain vnpail ; 
for it is not the Puniſhment of a Man's lying 
in Priſon, that pays bis Debts; tho that's 
an Afffiction to the Debtor, yet it is no Part 
of Payment. Loft Souls lie in Priſon for 
ever, becauſe their deſerved Miſery pays no 
Debts, + But J-ſus Chriſt could not lie, etet- 
rally, under the Wrath of God, becauſe: he 
paid, to the very laft Mite, all the Debt t at 
was Owing to the Juſtice of God. Jeſus Chritt 
knew, from everlaſting, what it would coſt 
him to ſtand in the Place of a Surety. Prov. 
xi. 15. He that will be Surely for another, hail 
ſmart for it. Many a Man bas done ſo; 
but none like the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, When 
E 3 one 
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one Man has ſmarted for being” Surety for 
another, he did not intend to bring himſelf 
into ſuch Inconveniency ; but Jeſus Chi 
knew what it would cdſt him, to ſtand in the 
Room of Sinners; yet he not only conſented 
to it; but undertook it chearfully ;- and the 
his Sufferings were inexpreſſible, yet he # 
dured the Crofs and deſpiſed tbe Shame, Heb, 
xii. 2. It is not ſaid, that he deſpiſed the 
Curſe and the Wrath of God: O that wa 
dreadful! That made him ſweat great Drop 
of Blood, falling 10 tbe Ground. But he even 
deſpiſed the Shame and Pain of the Ctols, 

in Compariſon of what Glory he ſhould bring 
to God; and how many Sons he ſhould bring 
to Glory, by his being made per fes thr." Gif. 
fering. Thus it appears, that Jeſus 'Chrilt 
prefer'd- the eternal Salvation bf his People, 
in Soul and Body, before his don natural 


Life, kie ſhed bis den pretious Blood, vt 
cleanſe and heal and fave theif Souls. * 
Tpi ſets forth the Love, both of the 


Father and the Son; the Love of God the 
Father, in his Gift of! Tefus Chriſt for vs; 
Herein is Love, not ' we loved God, but 
"that be loved ui, und ſent Mis Son to be the Pro- 
Pitiation for dw Sins, 1 John iv. 10. Fob was 
ſenſible of his Need of- another to anſwer for 
bim; therefore he prays, Job. xvit. 3. Put 
me in a Surely. with thee 5 And God the Es- 
ther did fo for all pee © wy Heb. vii. 22. 
Ey ſo much was Jeſus made the Surety of a hei- 

ter Teſtament. And Chriſt's ay 
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ful Acceptance of this. kind Office, he we 
that bis Love paſſeth Knowledge, Eph. iii. 393 
Greater Love | bath no, Man abau ibis, tbat a 
Man lay dezon bis Liſa for bis Friends, John 
xv. 13. But Jeſus *Chriſt dyed for bis: 3 
mies; ſor Sinners; ſor the Ungodly, Rom 
6, 8, 10. What Concern ſhouſd you, pe of 
have, u upon our Soul, to make out our par: 
ticular Intereſt in the Death of Jeſus Chritt, 
that we may ſay with the Apoſtle, Gal. ii. 20, 
The Life that I live in the. Fleſh, js by. tbe 
Faith de | of God; who loved me, ard 
gave bimfelf me. If . would, take 
the 3 the k latter Werds; you ſhould 
endeavour to make out the former; that ia, 
_ the Life you now live in the Fleſh, i 
by the Faith of: the Son of God. 
fo Taz Delights of our Lord Ichs Chyit 
were witch d Sohs of Men, from everlaſt 
ing; ſrom this Conſideration, yy ſavin Sant 
his People, thro? his Yedience, in 
Death, all ubs dine .. Te el, mor- 
remarkably diſtlayd and glorified, than in ail 
other Wadks.of God, more than in the Work 
of Creation, and all the wonderful Conduct 
of divine rovidence, towards bis Pcople, 
from the Beginning to the End of the World. 
Many of the Perfections of God were diſ- 
y'd in theſe two ʒ but more in the greater 


02 of Redemption. © | 
(1.) The infinice H#i/dem of God was dil. 
play'd in finding out ſuch a Way of Salvati- 
on for Joſt Sinners, whereia. the, infinite Ju 
E 4 ſtice 


Bc The axe Bei rrof Chrift Ber Tis 
flice of God would loſe nothing; but be in- 
tirely ſatisfied 3 and the holy, broken Law 
of God would be magnified and made ho- 
nourable z even by the Obedience and D ach 
of Jeſus Chriſt; who!was/God-man.// On the 
Account - of his Suretiſhip-Righteouſneſs, 
Cod tun be juſt, and the Fuſftifier every bn 
that believ:s in Jeſus Cbriſt. Rom. iii. 26. In 
him, Mercy and Truth are met together; Righ- 
tſoiſſneſi and Peace bave kiſſed euch other, Pial, 
I8xxv. 10. Thére is a glorious Harmony in 
all the divine Attributes ; they ate entirely 
reconciled in God's Way of Juſtification and 
Salvation of Sinners, thro? Faith in Chriſt and 
his Righteouſneſs. In this Way of Salvation, 
divine Juſtice is entirely ſatis ed; and the 
holy Law of God loſes nothing; it is not de- 
fred to make the leaſt Abatement : Nay, 
more than that, the Lord oo Chriſt, our 
Surety, brought to the holy Law of God, 
ſich Obeticnce” as the Law. could ner hy 
Claim unto ; that is the Obedience of God- 
Man, in the fame Perſon ; for tho* the Law 
could lay Claim to the beſt of his Obedience 
as Man; being made under the Law; yet it 
could not demand his Obedience as God - Man. 
Tho“ Jeſus Chriſt: as God, was not under the 
Jau, neither could the Godhead obey or did; 
but his human Soul and Body were all of his 
Perſon that could obey or. ſuffer ; yet the O- 
bediehce of Chriſt, our Surety, in Life and 
Death, beiüg paid in the Perſbn of the Son 
of God; that Union of the human Natuge 
n 4 4 with 


germ. m. ein aden of her. 6. 
in- with his diyine Perſon, gave infinice Value to 
aw his Obedience and ath ; and made it meri- 
ho- torious; it was more than the ho ſpiritual 
ach Law could demand of him; as the xi in 
the the Room and lte ad of his People. And 
eſs, thus Mercy and Tut are met together, but 
on i tho! the Merch of Cod has now it fall Scope, 
In in pardoning and ſaving of every true Be- 
8 my yet it cannot be truly faid, that Mer- 
ſal. y triumpbs over Fuſtice; it is an Uaſcriptu- 
in 70, 75 an ung ded. ion; but we 
ly W may ſay Jaſtices and Mercy are intirely agreed; 
ind and both diſplay d and J glorified 1 in the Salva 
nd tion of every Believer, Pardon of Sumthro® 
on, Jeſus Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, is an Act: 
the of Juſtice as well as of Mercy. Rom. iii 26. 
de- 7 declale, I fay at "this. Nine, bij Rightrouf- 
ay, neſs, that be might be juſt, and the Tuſtifier of 
oor bin, which believeth in Sofas 1 John i. 9 
od, WM tr confiſßt out Sins, be is faithful and juſt io for- 
lay WW give us our Sins, It is juſt wih Regard to je- 
od- ſus Chriſt, but Mercy and Gabe. with Ref- 
aw pect to us. (God's Juſtice now being, intirely ſa- 
tisfied, apd having, received its full Dem Ao 
at the Hands of the Surety, can ſay,” bf ve- 
ry belie ing Sianer, as you ave the Expreſſt. 
on, concerning the repenting, fick Man, 
Job. xxxiii. 24. Deliver bim f. om S 4 dion: 
40 the Piu; I have found a Ranſom for bim. 
That is, the Price of the precious Blood oft 
nd Jeſus Chriſt 3 or, Which is the ſame, his O 
on which an 1 8 Life and Death. And Lak is it,. 
we Bf which makes u the jyflify? Ri teOulneſss 
ith mk Pc 510, E 0 
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of every true Believer. And 15 5 the 5 

which is called the [Righteo 9 HER 
cauſe it was. 978 a 


he was very, God, o 45 prog ow 8 5 
ovght it in ; and it is called — - 
AS Path; becauſe it OS ours th thro? | 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. And God is ſaid ts 
find this Ranſom, becauſe it was found out by 
infinite /iſdom ; and it is true. of the Juſtice 
of God alſo, as he accepted of 1 it, in the Room 
of Sinners; and God finds it, as believing 
Sinners bring that perfe Righteouſneſs to the 
Juſtice of God, in . Room and Stead, to 
anſwer for them. 

1 The infinite Holineſs of God is alſo. 
diſplay'd and glorified by the Obedience and. 
Death 15 Jeſus Chriſt, our Surety, who ſtood 
charged with the Guilt of the Sins of his Peo- 
ple. Tho”. both in his Nature and Life, he 
was the Holy- one of God; and in his Death, 
he was tbe Lamb of God without Blemiſb a 
without Spot , 1 Pet. i. 19. Let the Holy God 
ſhew'd his Hatred of Sin, when it was found. 
upon Jeſus Chriſt, only by Imputation. Exen 
then it is ſaid of God, Rom. viii. 32. God, 
ſpared not bis own Son. He did not ſpare him, 
ſo as to withhold him from us; but deliver d. 
bim up for us all. And he did not ſpare 
him; ſo as to abate him the leaſt Degree of 
the Puniſhment due to us for Sin. He. 
pour'd out all the Vials o bl Wrath upon 
him; he made all the Waves and the Billows 


to go over his Soul. 0 that Every impeni- 
tent 
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tent Sinner would ſeriouſly conſider it, and 
be afraid of din l Nid net God! ſpare his owns. 
etcrnal;! and dear Son, when be ſtood as 2 
Surety: for othets 4 then take Head to thy- 
ſelf, left: he: ſpare not thee ? As the Lord 
liveth, if thou continueſt in thy allowed Pra- 
ctice of Sin, be will hot ſpare thee. {f 12/7 
things were dane in the green Tree, tobat ſball 
neſs dealt thus with his dear Son, that ever 
tranſgre/s*d his. Commandmeiits, at any Time, hut 
always did thoſs things thei! pleaſed him, what 
will he do with his Enemies: where /hall the. 
Sinner and the Ungodl appear ] Where? They. 
muſt all appear before the awful Tribunal 
of the impartial Judge of all the Earth. And · 
then ĩt will a what thou haſt done; ho-] 
thou haſt lived; what Company thou haſt , 
choſen, whilſt thou hadſt bid God depart 
from thee, not deſiring the Knowledge of 
h's Ways. Then it will appear, what Warn 
ings thou haſt ſinn'd againſt; what. GO 
neſs thou haſt abuſed ; and what baſe Luſts. 
thou haſt loved, obeyed and iſe ved; what + 
Con victions thou haſt ſtifled 3 and what a. 
Slight thou haſt put upon the Word and Or- 
dinances of Chriſt. As God is true, be will 
deal with impenitent Sinners, according; toy. 
their Works. Vo to the Wicked,: it fh be 
illwith lum ; for the Reward.of his Hands ſhall: 
be given him, But God has faid; that it fall”) 


go- well with the Rig 2c Ons. ' They Mall be 
found in Chrift ; the Judge. ſhall 


be che 
Friendizz 
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Friend; he 3 openly on and acquie them 
in the Day of Judgment He will pronoùnce 
them — 5 — — 
to ende in Be Yo You of ubeir Lud) And, in 
Proſpe&t'of chis eternal Ne ſſedueſs, they are 
bid do lift up their Head 68) 1 Fi 
(3) Fas infinite Truthiand FaichfulneſsoH 
God was diſplay'd and glorified in the Obedi- 
ence and Deathiof Jeſus Chriſt, as our Sure 
ty. It was ſaid to Man, in che Thre * 
Gen. ii. 17. In the Day thow eateſt chere thou 
ſhalt ſurdy die, and by breaking the Law of 
God, Man became liable to . and eter- 
nal Death, and ſpiritual Death alſo came in 
by Sin. And as Jeſus Chriſt: ſtood as the 
Surety for his People, ſo he muſt die for them, 
that wo might ſave them from ſpiritual: and 
eternal Deich but he. does not — them 
from natural Death: yet Jefus Chriſt havi 
paid the Debts of his People, and purchaſed F 
the Lives, by the great Price of his prec 
ous Blood, they ſhall not die eternally. — 
vill 10. Thr Body is dead, it is become Mor- 
tal, becauſe of $11. When Sin came into the 
World, D ath came in with it; but cho“ all 


| muſt die a natural Death; yet the Spirit it 


Life, the Soul ſhall live for ever, becauſe of 

Righteouſneſs ; that is the perf. ct Righteouſneſs 

of Jeſus. Chriſt our Surety, which becomes 

ours by Faith: therefore, be that believeth 155 

Christ, 150" he dvere dead, yer Hh’, be live. 

14 ) Tur render Mercy, Grace and — 

PR * God is Giſplay'd and glorified in 

our 
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eur Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, towards the unworthy 
and Miſerable — — — 5: By hu 
Mercy be ſaved us; but not by inſiaĩte M 
— ſatis faction to divine Juſtice ; — [ 
is Mercy, as it is Favour intended to vs, com 
fder'd in ourſelves by the Fall miſerable Crea- 
tures... So it 1s, ſaid, that we are ſaved by 
Grace; ti. 8. By Grace are ye ſaved thrg? 
Faith, and that not of. yourſelves, it is the Gift 
of Cod. Our Redemption and Salvation was 
dearly bought by our Surety, Jeſus Chriſt, 
even by his precious 'Blodd ; but it is 4 ſres 
Gift to all the Children of Men; fo is Jeſus 
i. 7. We have Redemption thro* Þis Blood, the 
Forgiveneſs of. Sins, according to the Riches of 
bis Grube ili 0 fo 1 4 99 9 | + 
Tnar's the ſecond Head, in anſwer to the 
Enquiry, what are the Grounds of Chriſt's 
Delights with the Sons of Men from Ever- 
laſting ? 1 D nes . : 6 
3. Taz Delights of Jeſus Chriſt with the 
Sons of Men from  everlaſting,. procceded 
from the: pleaſing Proſpe&t that he had, of 
their bring United to himſelf by Faith; that 
'S he ſhould be their Head of Vital Influence, 
f as well as of Government, and that they 
> MF were to be his living Members. He ſhould: 
di; be the true Vine, and that they ſhou'd be the 
1 living fruitful Branches in him. John xxv. 1. 
0 He delighted in their; Perſons,” as he beheld: 
I? them ſanding in all the moſt indearing Re- 
I lations to himſelf, and he to them, Matt. xv. , 
. „ 50. 


86 Theeternal Delqbrs e Chrifti bet; 
5o. Whoſorver mali do the will of my Fathen 
which is in Heaven, area 6c and 
Siſter and Haber. They are as the Apple of 
the Eye. Zech. ii. 8. He that tourbetb you in a 
Way of Perſecution and Hatred, tauchen tbe 
of my Eye. When Jeſus Chriſt delighted 
in the Sons of Men from Everl aſting, it ſuppo- 
ſes his View of his Intereſt in them ; not con- 
ſider d as their Creator or Preſerver z- for 46 
he was and is of all the Creatures in Heaven 
and Earth; and of one as well as another. 
But he conſider'd himſelf as the Head and Re- 
deemer of all that the Father had choſen in 
him before the Foundation of the 'World. 
Eph. i. 4. According as be hath choſen us in hin 
before the Foundation of the World. And ſo 
they were Chriſt's, by the Gift of the Father, 
John xxvii. 6, 10. Thus he ſpeaks to the Fa- 
ther z thine they were, and gaveſt them 
me. He delighted in them, as he was to have 
them for his own, taken out from among 
Others, to be his ſpiritual Seed, according'to 
the Covenant of Redemption between the 
Father and him. Iſai. lil. 10. 77 it plaaſed 
the Lord to bruiſe bim, be hath-' put bim to: 
Grief ;, vbben thou fpalt make his Soul an OFer-. 
ing for Sin, be ſhall ſee bis Secd, be Hall pro- 
long bis Days, and the Pleaſure of the Lord, 
that is the Calling, "Converſion, and Salvation 
of Sinnets, Pall proſper in bis Hands.” And: 
Jeſus Chriſt eonſider d them as thoſe whom 
he was to aſe with a Price. He was to 
give his Life 4 Ranſom fur many that 1 
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his Sheep ; Joha x. 15. 1 lay down 7 
for tbe 55 9 Moreover, hey are Cue 
their own Choice af 11 they receive him, 
and reſt upon him ; th ire d vers br 
co him, own kim for r hey 
ſubmit themſelves to his Sen add to 
his Righteouſneſs ; they take hold of his Co- 
venant; and bind wemlcives ro be the Lord's, 
Pſal. cxvi. 16. 2 Lord, truely I am thy Ser. 

vant, I an tby Servant © the Soh of 7 
berge "ha it looſed 1 y Bond. 1 \xxvi. 
3.0 Lars our God, 5555 2 ds beſides. thee. 
1200 bad Dominion over us ;_ but _y 155 * 
will we make mention of thy N. 2 
Taz Delights of Jeſus Chrift with the 
Sons of Men from everlaſting, were in the 
Proſpect he took of the Riches of Grace that 
he was to convey to their Souls. We have 
a Hint of this in the Context; Ver. 18 
Ri: bes and Honours are with tn? ; yea, durable 
Riches and Righteouſneſs. The Riches and 
Honours of this World, are at the intire 
Diſpoſal 6f Jeſus Chriſt, anche Prince of the 
| Kings of The Bay ch; all; the Kingdoms of the 
Wojl. are his, 4 he gives them to whom 
he will. 'But theſe ate not the Riches and, 
Honours that he intends in the Text laſt men- 
tion*d ; but the true Richey ; or the Grace 
of Gad i in Truth ; , and the Honours that come 
from God only. 9 852 ch. ys 1 975 to tem- 


ſelves Wiogs: and fly » Eagle; but 
durable Riches 3 { the 05 bes of the 8 pirit of 
God in the ' AtiSthar Rightcouck, 


by 
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by which every true Bcliever is .cloathed and 
4 that's an 15950 Righteouſneſs ; 
which is unto all and upon all them if. bes, 
lieve ; thus believing Souls are comely, t 
his Comelineſs put upon them, And pi 
Righteouſneſs of Sanctification, to cleanſe 
Ka heal them, and conform them to the J- 
mage of Jeſus Chriſt. Rom. viii. 29. And 
make them meet for the Service and Enjoy- 
ment of God, both here and in Heaven, 
Thijs, is another-Ground of Chriſt's deligh 
in his People from Everlaſting ; His e 
ing his own Image of Grace and Holineſs 
upon them. When he had finiſhed hi 
Works, in the firſt Creation, he rey d 
what he had made, and he beheld all very 
Good; he took Pleaſure, Satisfaction and 
Delight in the wonderful Product of his in- 
finite Wiſdom and Almighty Power both 1 in 
Heaven and Earth. And 3 all things 
were done to Perfection, and very worthy of 
a God; nothing needs to be added to it, or 
any way alter'd, to render it more comely 
or uſeful. How widely differing is this from, 
the Works of the Wiſeſt of M en! Wh J 
they have invented a moſt curious Piece & 
Work manſhip, admired by all ingenious, 
Men; yet he that made it, or ſome other 
Man may ſee Reaſon to alter 1 it, and mend 
many Parts of it. But Bi 15 the WR 5 


tion of the World, tho”. bs. ſtood t theſ ſe, 


many thouſand Years, _ wiſe Men have 
had Time, one upon, the, Wenke N 


ry. 
d 
i- 
in 
2 
f 


Mb, 


— 
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germ. III. - with the Sons of Mn. 8g 
another, to ſtudy the ſeveral Parts of the 
Works of Jeſus Chriſt, in the Formation of 
all in Heaven and Earth yet no Alterations 
can be reaſonably propoſed, wherein to mend 
the Works of God. But let the firſt Crea- 
tion be what it will; the Lord Jeſus Chrift 
took more Delight from Everlaſting, in the 
Proſpect of the ſecond Creation; that is, in 
his Work of Grace and Holineſs on the 
Souls of the Sons of Men; and in the Exer- 
ciſe and Increaſe of their Graces: for Jeſus 
Chriſt knew himſelf to be both the Author 
and Finiſher of it. Jeſus Chriſt has no where 
ſaid . ſuch things of the firſt Creation, as he 
has done of the new. He calls the Redeemed 
his Portion, his Treaſure, his Vineyard, his 


Inheritance and his Jewels ; all which Ex- 


pre ſſions ſhew his Delights are in tem. 
8. Taz Lord Jcſus Chriſt delighted in the 
Sons of Men from Everlaſting, in the Proſ- 
pet of their ſincere Services done in Faith 
= Love. Tho? he did not chooſe them for 
their Faith, or Love, or good Works fore 
ſeen ; yet he delighted in the fore-View ob 
what 10 would Hh. in them, and what he 
would affift them to do. They ſerve him ſo 
poorly, that they are often aſham'd of their 
wn Doings 3. yet, as they are done in Faith 


—_ in his Name, he delights 1 in them. 


6. Jesvs Chrift aclighted in the Sons of 
Men from Everlaſting, in the Proſpe& of his 
acting towards them, as the Prophet of his 
Church, to teach them the Mind and wh 

o 
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by which every true Believer is .cloathed 
adorned z- that's an everlaſtin gRightevulnels, 
which is unto all and upon a vi them of bes 8 
lieve ; thus believing. Souls are come y, thr 
by Comelineſs put upon them, And 5 
htcouſneſs of Sandtification, - to tleanſe 
Big heal them, and conform them to the J- 
a of | Jeſus Chriſt. Rom. viii. 29. And 
make them meet for the Service and Enjoy- 
ment of God, both here and in Heaven, 
Thijs, is another Ground of Chriſt's deli gbti 
in his People from Everlaſting; His a 
ing his own Image of Grace and Holineſs ſs 
upon them. When he had finiſhed hi 
Works, in the firſt Creation, he farvey'd 
what he had made, and he beheld all very, 
Good ; he took Pleaſure, Satisfaction an 
Delight in the wonderful Product of bis in- 
finite Wiſdom and Almighty Power both 3 in 
Heaven and Earth. And Zug all things 
were done to Perfection, and very worthy of 
a God; nothing needs to be added to it, or 
any way alter'd, to render, it more comely 
or uſcful. How widely differing is this oe 
the Works of the Wiſcſt. of Men! When 
they have invented a moſt curious Piece of, 
Work manſhip, admired by all 1 ingenious, 
Men; yet he that made it, or ſome chen 5 
Man may ſee Reaſon to alter it, and mend 
many Parts of it. But ever ſince the Crea-. 


tion of the World, tho" it has ſtood theſe, X 


many thouſand Years, and, wiſe Men 5 
had Time, one Wen the Danler 9 
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another, to ſtudy the ſeveral Parts of the 
Works of Jeſus Chriſt, in the Formation of 
all in Heaven and Earth ; yet no Alterations 
can be reaſonably propoſed, wherein to mend 
the Works of God. But let the firſt Crea- 
tion be what it will; the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
took more Delight from Everlaſting, in the 
Proſpect of the ſecond Creation; that is, in 
his Work of Grace and Holineſs on the 
Souls of the Sons of Men; and in the Exer- 
ciſe and Increaſe of their Graces: for Jeſus 
Chriſt knew himſelf to be both the Author 
and Finiſher of it. Jeſus Chriſt has no where 
ſaid ſuch things of che firſt Creation, as he 
has done of the new. He calls the Redeemed 
his Portion, his Treaſure, his Vineyard, his 
Inheritance and his Jewels z all which Ex- 
pre ſſions ſhew his Delights. are in them. | 

5. Taz Lord Jcſus Chriſt delighted in the 
Sons of Men from Everlaſting, in the Proſ- 
pect of their ſincere Services done in Faith 
and Love. Tho? he did not chooſe them for 
their Faith, or Love, or good Works fore» 
ſeen ; yet he delighted in the fore-View ob 
what he would work in them, and what he 


would aſſiſt them to do. They ſerve him ſo 


poorly, that they are often aſham'd of their 


own Doings; yet, as they are done in Faith 


and in his Name, he delights in them. 
6. Jesus Chrift delighted in the Sons of 
Men from Everlaſting, in the Proſpe& of his 
acting towards them, as the Prophet of his 
Church, to teach them the Mind and Wal 
"= 


. go The cant Delights of Chriſt Re 
of God for their Salvation, which they will 
need as long as they are on Earth. An Inti 
mation of this we have in the Context; Ver. 
20, I lead n the Way of Righteouſneſs.” This 
is delightful Work to Jeſus Chriſt ; we are 
inform'd, that when he found any that were 
taught of the Lord, he expreſs'd his Pleaſure 
both for the thing itſelf, and for the Ground 
of it. Matt. xi. 25. In the ſame Hour, Feſus 
rejoiced in Spirit and ſaid; I ibanł thee, O Fa. 
„Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt 
bid theſe things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and 
| baſt revealed them io Babes; even fo Father, for 
fo it ſeemed good in thy Sight, And our Text 
implies that the very Proſpect of it afforded 
great Delight to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, from 
everlaſting. It is the Office of Jeſus Chriſt 
to teach and lead his 3 and by hit 
Word and Spirit, he will lead them into all 
Truth 3 and keep them from fatal Errors 3 
and to lead in the Paths of Righteouſneſs, and 
ſo keep them from. the Paths of Sin, and of 
the Deſtroyer. There is a Neceffity of his 
reaching and leading; for it is nat in Man, 
that watketh to direct his Steps. Beſides the new 
Creature, tho* it is taught of the Lord, yet 
is but partly enlightned ; we know but in Parts 
therefore ſhall ſtill have need to pray as Job, 
what I fet not, teach thou me, See how David 
prays for it, Pſal. xxv. 4. Shew me thy Ways 
O Lord: teach me thy Paths, Ver. 53. Lead 
me in thy Truth and teach me : for thou art the 
God of my Salvation. Sometimes their Path 
; £ may 


i. At ode Lan: -- A; & . Btw Ac 
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may be doubtful, and then they need Teach- 
ing ; and ſometimes their Path may be rough 
and troubleſome, and then they need Lead- 
ing; therefore he pray'd for both. But when 
Jeſus Chriſt has ſaid; I lead in the Hey of 
Righteouſneſs 5 three Things are intended in 


it, | 7 

(1.) His ſhewing them God's only Way 
of juſtifying of a Sinner, or wherein God can 
be juſt, and the Fuſtifier of them that believe in 
Jeſus. That it is not by Works of Righte- 
oufneſs which we have done, but by his 
Mercy and Grace, thro' the Righre- 
ouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 'wrou 
by him as our Surety, and apprehended by 
Faith, When the Lord Jefos Chriſt, as a 
Prophet, ſhews the Sinner this Way of Par- 
don of Sin, and of Acceptance with God, 
and of obtaining eternal Life; and alfo, as 
King, brings the Soul to confent umo this 
Way of Salvation; then is Feſus Chriſt Gid 
to lead in the Way of Righteouſneſs... 

(:.) Or his leading in the Way of Righteoufs . 
neſs, may be intended of his inſtructing them 
in the Myſtery of Sanct ification; Not only 
to ſhew the Neceſſity of it; for without Holi- 
neſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord; but alſo. to 
inſtru them in the only Way of obtaining 
it; which is a Myftery to the greateſt Part 
of Mankind; ſome take it to be only Re- 
formation of Life or Manners ; Or to con- 
fiſt of Morality ; or to be kind Neighbours; 
or to keep from grofs Sins: But that _ 

| ne 
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neſs which is neceſſary to Salvation, conſiſts 
in the Reſtoration of the Image of God on 
the Soul; Conſiſting in Righteouſneſs. and 
true Holineſs; it is turning the Soul from the 
Love to the hated Sin; and from an Aver- 
ſion to Holineſs, to eſteem it highly; and to 


long and pray and labour after it. 1 
(3.) To lead in the Way of Righteouſneſs, is 


alſo to diſpoſe the Soul to imitate his Exam- 0 
ple; as he has ſhewn us how we ſhould walk it 
and pleaſe God. That we may delight in 8 


the Law of God, after the inward Man. 
And may count it our Meat and Drink to do 


his Will. 64 \ 
7. Jesvs CyrrsT delighted in the Prof: 
that he had frgm Everlaſting, of his 
cople being all brought home to Glory, 
to be forever with him. It was with this 
View that he took on him their Nature; 
bore their Sins; laid down his Life; and 
now lives in Heaven to make Interceſſion for 
them: He did ſo when on Earth, and par- 
ticularly that they might be all brought ſafe 
to Heaven. John xvii. 24. Father, I will that 
thoſe whom thou haſt given me, be with me 
where I am, or where I ſhall be for ever, 
that they may. bebold my Glory. And with 
this View, he gives them. his Spirit and his 
Grace, as the Earneſt and Seal of Heaven, 
and tbe Things that accompany Salvation. He | 
conforms them now to his own Image; and 
makes them meet for the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light. And he deſigns to come 4- 


gain, 
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Serm. III. with the Sons of Men. 93 
gain and take themyo- bin,, that where be is, 
there they may be alſo, John 14. 3. This Ho- 
nour and Happineſs is de ſign'd for all the 
Children of God. 7 3. 2. Now are 7 
we the Sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we ſhall be; but we know that when be 


| ſhall. appear, we. Gall be like bim : for we Ball 


| ſee bim as he is. 
is Thus I have finiſhed the doctrinal Part of 
- our Text, explaining the ſeveral Branches of 


k it; The Uſes un kr deſeted to the next 
n Sermon. ? 6: 
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; Prov. viii. „ 4 
My Delights were with the Sons of 


AVING finiſhed the doctrinal 
Part of the Text; there are 


with the divine Permiſſion, 
Way of Application. (1.) 
1 draw ſome natural Inferences from the Truths 
WT which have been ſpoken to: And (2.) To 
tanke particular Notice of ſuch Uſes and Ap- 
plication as the perſonal Wiſdom of God him- 
elf makes of the Doctrines contain'd in the 
Text; which we can, by no Means overlook. 
4 Did our Lord Jeſus Chriſt delight in the 
= of Men, from «<v-rlaſting? Then we 
er 
Foc Fhat the Love of Jeſus Chriſt to his 
People was an everlaſting Love, and all the 


Jeſus Chriſt, in Time, are the Fruits of his 
everlaſting Love: So it is ſaid of effectual 
| Calling, 
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two Things that I deſign to do, 
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Grace that Men receive from the Fulneſs of 
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have drawn thee to 


ſhall be turned, for thou art the Lord my 
Chriſt, by Faith, and to give up 


Pragice of Godlineſs, This is the-Drawir 


there is the Grace of G 


could pefhbly be towards bun. Ours is in Time, 


Sefca, III. - wits tbe Bans of Men. gs 
Calling, or of divine drawing of Souls t 
cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt. * * So I bave 
loved T ore with 
ndneſs have 1 wn aegs that is, 
(I.) Try ra ny from thy Lot | 
to, and Cuſtom in Sin, 9 thy 
Soul to caſt away thy Idols of Sin. And 1 
by ſincere Repen- 
cance, to forſake and — Sin, and 
even to laath yourſelves in your own Sight, 
for all the Eeilechat'yon have done; Exel. 
xx. 43. Fhis is God's turning the Soul to 
himſelf. Jer. Xxxi. 18. Tum thou me, _ = 


(z.) L have drawn thee. to cloſe with 75 
thy Soul to 
him, and ro take hold of the Covenant. Ja. 


vi. 4, 6. To chooſe God: in Chriſt for 'thy . 


Ge ind to chooſe the good 


Part that mall never be taken _ Luke 


2 4. 154: 
(3) 1 have a thaw take Lond 


that Believers. themſelves ftill pray for; an 


| ſo will have Need as long as they. live. Cant. 


I. 4. Draw me, I will run a after les Where 


in Truth, there 
will be need of new Influences from ur 


in the Way of Duty. 


2. Ir the Love and Delightsof Jeſus Cliriſt 


were in his People from Everlaſting; then 


bis Love muſt nteds be towards us, before aur; 


his 
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his was from Everlaſting. So it is ſaid of 


the Love of God the Father. 1 John iv. 10. 


Mot that we loved God, but that bel ved us, 


that is, that he loved us firſt, and ſent his 
Son to be a Propitiation: for our Sins. And 
ſo it is affirmed: of the Love of Jeſus Chriſt 
alſo. . Ver. 19. We love bim, becauſe be firſt 
loved us. His Love induced him to take our 


Nature, to bear our Guilt, to ſuffer and die 
for us before we could love him: for he died 
for Enemies, not for his Friends. Rom. v. 6. 
Cbriſt died for the Ungodly; not for thoſe that 
lovefl him, but for Sinners. Jeſus Chriſt was 


moved by his own Love, not from the Love 


or Lovelineſs of Men, to give his Life for 
them. Gal. ii. 20. Vbo loved me, and gave 
himſelf for 
Things that Jeſus Chriſt muſt do for Men, 
as Fruits of his Love, before they can poſ- 
ſibly love him. He muſt give them his Spi- 
tit, he muſt call them effectually, by his 
Grace, he muſt work Faith in their Hearts: 
for till he exerts theſe preventing Acts of his 
Love and Grace, it is not poſſible they ſhould 
bave a 
fore his Love is firſt, and pitch'd on the Soul, 
- without any other Motive, but his on meer 
good Pleaſure, _ lim 


me. There are a great many 


k of ſincere Love to. him ;. there- 


3. Ir the Love of | Je ſus Chriſt to his Peo- 


ple was from Everlaſting; then his Love is 
unc hangeuble; it will; endure for ever. 80 
much ſeems to be imply' d in that Exp 
John xiii. 1. Having loved bis own that were 
ty 7 "WM 


reſſion, 


ple upon 


Serm. IV. "with the Sons of Men. ' y 
in tbe World, be loved them io the. End, We 
may quickly loſe the Love of: our Fellow. 
Creatures : for they and We il ar eye | 
Perhaps, for a while, they can't tell how to 
live eaſy out of your Company; but in a 
little while, they may little care for it, much 
leſs deſire it: but as Jeſus. Chriſt is the ſame. 
Yeſterday, to Day, and for ever, as to his 
Perſon and divine Perfections; ſo he is in his 
Purpoſes, his Promiſes and Love. 
(I.) Dis ruck of Place makes no Change 
in the Love of Chriſt. He was in Heaven 
when he /pitch'd his Love upon the Sons of 
Men. Tho? he is now in Heaven, receiving 
the Homages of Saints and Angels; and his 
People here upon Earth; yet he has the ſame 
Love to them, at that great Diſtance, as 
ever he had. It is too common wich Ac- 
quaintance here, on Earth, according to the 
Proyerb, Out of Sight, out of Mind; but it 
is not ſo with Jeſus Chriſt; he bears his Peo- 
his Heart, he has graven them.upor:- 
the Palms of bis Hand, Iſa. xlix'16," 
(2.) Disraxci of Time makes no Alter- 
ation in the Love of Chriſt to his People. 
He loved them before they had a Being; and 
tho* a thouſand Ages paſs, and Creatures 


change with the Times, 7er Chriſt, and his 
Love, which ere before all Time, are and 
ever will be the ſame. 1 Cor. xiii. 8. CHarity 


If this Aſſertion holds good, with regard to 
the ſincere Love of Chriſtians one towards 


F another; 


| 98 The eee Dollght Chrif8hrlis: 
another; ho mueb tnore, when applied ta; 
ther LGV ef Jefus-Chriſt; 'totards themp But: 
inſtesd- of neglectit bg vuder their! Aftlieinns,) 
ts Lewe iche Res ding tb pliythemandagbeat] 
their Burcdens And hk directs them to 2 

ttkieit Burden upen him, by Faith and Pra 
and Ras promiſed tot uph dach chem. Ha Fe. 
22; Caſtithy Burdon i. (pn Br wherherair 
be- fine {Peavy aim or Sickhaſs u 
ſes or Diſappdinememsy!ifichelBuidewlarof 
Beavy for theel and thy wealoGrace] cait'nll 
thy Burdens and Care apon-hitn, and Be Hall 
ſuſtain iber. Or, I Risi: Płople are to be 
changed from Life ro Deutk, and from Tuns 
to Eternity tat makes no Mtergtiom iti the 
Love of: Chriſt. Rom wlincgn o Eαν ph 
feaded that neither Death, nor Liprlina Angeli 
nor Printipulili, nor Powers, nom Things fr 
ſent, nor Things to come, nor Height nor Depth, 
+207 any other Creature, ſhall be abl2 to ſeparate 
1 from the- Love of God, in Chriſt Jaſus our 
Lard. 244278914 74 nogy 214 
(3.) All the preſent, unworiby Carriage uf 
che Diſciples of. Chrilt; -witl-not quench his 
Love towards them, Cant. vii. 7. Nun y Ma- 
ters cannot quench Love, neither can the-Floods 
"drown it. O how many. Provocatians are 
found with ehe People of God, even uſter 
they have taſted and experienced ſome. ofothe 
Fruits of e - 5 Leer © Hbw little 
Faith how-mudh Uabelief 1: how. Unthank- 
ful for Mercies! how fotgetful of the te- 
peated Kindnefſes of Ban to chm — 
Fei 


m. IV. with-che-Saxx af Mev.. 89. 
eaſy. under Afflictions . How) little good 
Fruit hae they brought fœth, to the Glory 
of God and the Honouf pf, Chriſt, and che 
Service of Souls ! But the Love of Chriſt is, 
like himſel 54 unchangeable. And it is well 
for the beſt. gf Chriſtians, that it is ſo, Ml. 
ii 6. I the Lord change ful ; therefore ye: 
Sons ef Jacob are nq; conſumed. , But why is 

it not ſaid, therefore you open Sinners; you 
prophane, wicked Livers are not conſumed. 
But it is true even of the Spiritual, as well 

as the fleſnly Seed ot Jacob. O ye Sons of, 
Jacob, there's enough in you, if God ſhould, 
be {trict to mar Iuiquity, to caſt you out f 
his Favour... But tho he will ſurely ſhew his 
Diſlikes of their Sins; yet he will, keep his * 
Love and his, Covenant Engagements with 
them ; even as a loving Father may chaſtiſe 
his Children ſmartly, for their Faults; yet 
not diſinherit them. Ggd has ſaid) as much; 
Plal, Ixxxix. 30, 34 I bis Children, Solo- 
mon, in the Letter, but Jeſus Chriſt in the 
Spirit and Sübſtance; F bis. Mdren forſake 
my Law, and wall not in my Judgments , if 
they break my Statutes, and keep not my Com- 
mandments, then will I viſit their Tranſgreſſion 
with a Rod, and beir Iniguity with Stripes, 
pevertheleſs. my Loving-Kindne(s. will I not ut- 
terly take. from! bim, nor ſaffer my Failbfulneſs 
io fail my. Covenant will, I nat break, nor al. 
ter the thing that is gane out of my Lips: that 
is the Promiſes. of God. This Portion of 
Scripture affords juſt Ground of Comfort to 


F 2 every 


E. The bat 1 Delights if 052 ger. I. 


very ſincere Chriſtian, ho tho” 
ve without theit Slips, and unwillin chr 
and Fillings, yet they carefully e 
to abſtain from all Appearance of Evil 


Tho? for their Faults, they may' juſtly ex- 


pect his father ly Chaſtiſement, that he may 


teſtify his Hatred of Sin; yet he will not 


break his Covenant and Promiſe with his 


People. But this Text of Scripture” affords 


no manner of Encouragement to Men of 
licencious Principles and Practices, who will 
take a lawleſs Liberty to fin, becauſe the 
Grace of God has abounded; and abuſe the 
Doctrine of Free-Grace'to excyſs their Sins, 
and to keep their guilty Conſciences quiet. 
But thoſe that eſpou * he Doctrines of Gritee, 
with no better Deſign, than to cover their 
licencious Lives, never knew the Grace of 
God in Truth: For both the Goſpel of the 
Grace of God, and the Grace of the Goſpel, 
teach us that denying Ungodlineſs and era 
Luſts, we ſhould live foberly, righteowfly and 


- godly, in this preſent evil Warld ay thoſe that ' 


are regularly looking for that bleſſed Hope and 
glorious Appearing of the great God, and [or 
even] our Savic ur Jeſus Chriſt. Tit. i. 11. 12. 
Let us endeavour to have theſe things im- 
preſs'd upon our Minds, the Conſtancy and 
Freeneſs of the Love of Chriſt to us; that it 
was without any Motive in the Creature; not 
for any Good foreſeen; for they were blind, 
deaf, deformed, guilty, unclean, naked, 
Poor, curſed, condemned, Enemies, Rebels, 
wo 


aer e 
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unprofitable, prone to all Evil, averſe to all 
Good. O how wonderful is it, that Jeſus 


Chriſt ſhould pitch his Love on ſuch as theſe, 


and that his Delights ſhould be with the Sons 
of Men; when he knew they had nothi 
agreeable in them, but what he himſelf mu 
work in them and give to them If they be- 


They have nothing good, but what they de- 
rive from him and they can do nothing 
good, but as he aſlifts them, and works a 
their Works in them and for them. O how 
rich and free is the Grace of God to fallen 
Man! This ſhould conſtrain the Receiver to 
Love, Thankfulneſs and Holineſs. : 
4. Ws infer from hence, alſo, that be 
greateſt Honour that Zeſus Chriſt can do to Men 
upon Earth, is, to delight in them ; this is the 
higheſt Pitch of Love; this Honour have all 
the Saints; this is the Happineſs of true Be- 
livers, God in Chriſt can ſay to them; as 
God ſaid to Iſrael; Ifa. Ixii. 4. Thou Hall be 
called Hephzi-bab z that is, my Delights are in 
tbee. The Delights of Jeſus Chriſt, in his 
People, implies ſuch things as theſe ; 
(..) His Intereſt in them, One Man may 
admire another's Eſtate or Houſe, Sc. but 
he delights moſt in his own; There are ſome 
of the Sons of Men, who, above all-the Earth 
belides, are Jeſus Chriſt's, upon many. Ac- 
counts; as they ere choſen in him, before 
the Foundation of the World; as they were 
the Gift of che Father to him; and as be pur- 
0 * cbaſed 


chaſed them; and as they hive given up tham- 
ſelves to him; theſe are his own, not as-Orea- 
tor or Preferver. — as „ 
of the loſt Sheep." Theſes are che Delight * 
Jeſus Chriſt.. 0 112 „ 

(2:) Tür Delight: ef Jefus Obrick in bi 
People, implies; His eontindal Remembrante 
of them. He bearsithem upon hi Heart 

he bas engraven therm upon the Paltns of 
His Hands. Tho' thrb' the Weakneſs of Grate 
they way ſometimes *ear; that the Lord dus 


forſaken and forgotten them, yet the Love 
their mi. 


of Chriſt is not te be-tneafuted by 
taken Thoughts ef Hmm. 

(3) Tus Delight" of-Jeſus Chrilt 1a 
People, implies his Readineſs to beſtow- his 
' beſt Favours upon*them:"Eſth.” vi. 6. What 
all be done to the Man tobom the' 22 
eb to bonour ? So it may bead: of the Hap. 


py Souls, in whom Jeſus Chriſt; khe Ring 
of Kings delighteth. Theſe are epos 


Chriſt; he is their Lord, their Head and 


Husband; He loves them as his On LI fe; 
what then will he, what can r Mom 
them? He ſays 40 his Feople, ag the King 
did to Eſther, what is tk Petitibn, (what u 
thy Requeſt? Ask and it ſhall be given! ther, 
rr to the "Half Phy as — Sick ard 
ye ſhall receive, that your Joy may be full. 

4 00 Tus Delight of Jeſus — 5 in his 
People, implies, ſome fuitablene(s chat he 
- beholds in mem to himſelf, thre hiSG 
_ wrought in their leres: for there can bi 


Peligh 


a . as CS ts 6 on... Ka 
USO my, nc Rou ror BH 


* — _ 
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Sm IV. ch de den ef A, 10 
Deligbt without Agreeableneſs. Aua ni. 3. 
Can two walk 1 zxcept they be reed? 
What Communion bath Light with 2 Dark ; 
beer che! God, and unhoy Crea- 
tures The Tord Jeſus Chriſt delightö m 
ſuch as. bear his own Image; ſuch as are ſin- 
cere with God ;] Prav. xi. 20. Sucb 4 age 
wpright in their Way ant; his, Delight; fuch,a 
hate Sin, and love Holach a: that delight in 
the Law af God ; that make the Service f 
Cod their Meat an Drink ; tho their Sex- 
vice may be but mean and imperfett 3 yet 
Jeſus Ckriſt delights - therein. Prov. xv. 4. 
The Prayer” of the Uprighhby his Delight, 

z. Dax y: ate che moſt happy LE 
Earth-that: ſincerely ſeek: the 2 Tefus;Chrift. : 
For" lh tare intertfted:;in bis ſpecial Love and 
-Drlgins. Fbeir ſſecking him ĩs but, 2 Fruit, 


in Time, flowing from his eternal Loye:to, 
and-Delights lin N e — herein lies the 
Happineſs ofiſoch Soulss that they art alſo in- 


tereſted in the Purchaſęof Chriſt, in te 117 
ings of the. New Covenant, andtheg i Xs 
er . [ 
1 ter ĩs evident: by comparing to Verſesof ³⁵⁸˙ 
our Context, Ver. 17, with; 35. 7 W 7 — 8 
that love. me, and thoſe that ſcet me early ſhall 
44 find me. He that findeth me findetb Life, and 
0 /hall. a Favour ef ie Lord. That is the 
gl: bleſſerbits iof the Eternal Love and De- 
lights of Jefus briſt. The Way co obtain 
 theEftare, is to feckow N in "te Fer- 

ſon. 2 451 86117: Se 10 Fi 

»c20 F 4 "there: 


Chriſt, by the Goſpel, there are ſome that 


me not. It is true of every Soul, 


25 04 The eternal Dilighes of Chriſt Sen. 


There are four things, either FP PU or 
imply d in thoſe Verſes. en e 


010 Thar oa. un ken aber Net; 
Worth and Suitableneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, to 


the Condition of their Souls, will ſeek him in 
order to find him. They will ſeek him as a 


. to teach them the Will of God; 


what they are to believe and what to da, in 


order to Salvatibn; and as 4 Prieſt to lanctify 
and cleanſe them; and as a King, to) rule 
over them, and to ſubdue their 
and give them Victory over their Enemies; 
that they may be more than Conquerors, 
thre him that has loved them; and they 
ſeek him as a Phyſician to heal them; and 
as a Treaſury, to ſupply them with all neceſ- 
Grace: for none can come to Jeſus 
Chriſt as full Souls, but poor and needy'; 
not as righteous, but unrighteous; not / as 
holy, but unholy ; not as comely, but un- 
comely and deformed. © 
(2.) Amone the many that hear of Jeſus 


find him. We read in Scripture: of Souls 
finding of Chriſt, wil bout fearching after him; 
that is, thro? the preventing ee of God. 
Tſai. lxv. 1. J am found of them that ſought 
to the 

But 


- firſt Work of Grace in their Heat 


this is more properly Chriſt's finding us; than 


our finding him. God is not only ready to 
bear the Prayers a; _—_ that ſeek * but 
ome- 


iquities, | 


Serm. IV. . wth the Sant of Men. 105 
ſometimes has ſaid, as Ver. 24. Before they 
call, T twill anſwer. God muſt exert. ſome 
Acts of Grace, before the Soul can ſeek after 
him. Pſal. Ixxx. 18. Quieten us, and we will 
call upon thy Name. There is a Neceſſity in 
all Men, by Nature, of that quickening, 
which is bringing the Sout from Death ta 

Life; and alſo of that quickening, even in 
Believers, themſelves, which is drawing out 
Grace to its Exercife. Our Acquaintance 
with God, begins on God's fide ; as it is ſaid. 
1 Jobn iv. 19. We love bim, becauſe be firſt 
loved us ; nw we ſeek him, becauſe he firſt 
ſought us; we chooſe him, becauſe he firſt 
choſe us ; and we come to him, becauſe he 


drew us, with the Cords of his Love. There- 


fore, where any Soul is fincerely feeking and 
breathing after God and” Jefus - Chriſt, ſuch 
are the happy Objects of the Love and De 
lights of Chriſt, But there is, alſo, a find- 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt upon 2 Searctr after 
him; this is God's appointed Way for us, in 
order to find him. Fer. xxx. 13. Then ſhalf 
je ſeek me and find me, vuben y2 ſearch for ne 
with all your Hrrft. : 

(3. Wu may it be ſaid that any Soul 
has found Jeſus Chriſt? Some poor humble 
Souls may be ſincerely ſeeking after Jeſus 
Chriſt,” who cannot make it out; that they 
have found him. Theſcheditily breath after his 
gracious Preſence, as Job xxiii. 3. O ibat I knew 
where I might find bim. But how ſhall'a poor 
doubting Soul know whether it has found - 
| pr oa  & obs 2 
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us Chriſt or no? 7 ſhall e this 1 ina 71 


Particulars. 1 
V ound the 
205 


(1.] Tax Soul has alread 
| Lord Jeſus Chriſt, .that now: 1 
bim; not coldly, formally, W 
= - earneſtly ; ; or with the whos Heart: 4 
= cxix 10. With my avbole Heart have I Jan 
- thee. Now, pray obſerve, I do not. 

ſuch Hall find him; but that Moy. ae th 
ready found him. It will not hold gesch i 
Matters of this World; we cannot 19 2 that 
ſuch as. carefully ſeek any thing, have alrea- 
fy Jound what * ſeek after; but it will hold 
true, in the Soul's ſeeking after God, . Jeſus 
Ebriſt and his Grace; Ges that ſeek 1 
oy have found them. 

[z.] Tnzy have. rc Jeſus 
Chriſt, that arg willing to part. pa i all for 
bim: This is ever ho Way of Grace with 
58 Men. Mat. xiii. 45, 46. The Kingdom. of 
I  caten is like unto a Merchant-Man,, ſeeking 
i goodly Pearls, who, when be bad 5 ind, : one 
1 Pearl of great Price, all that 
1 be bad, and bought it. This Parabte ivintend; 
w ed to ſer forth a Soul made willing to, come 

i up to God's Terms of. b 1 to put 
- away all known Sin, and, to quit all Truſt in | 
* Self-Righteouſneſs, and reſt. alone on the : 
1 Rightcoolnch of Jeſus Chniſt aps 9 | 
4 Phil. iii. 8, 9. Aud du count all. thi ; 
for the Excellency of the Wee 
Jeſus my Lord, and be found in bim not. LOG 
my own Righteoundh which. is of the Law, 
but 


+ . mew ans. own we we > ©, th. i. to ES db ir A eo ih i» a£ 


gerne TV. Witz ebe rn gf Mou! sey 


bt Va ohih of thro: the Fai > Mfrs 
even ue Rigb Leave. % Cad 5 . And 
molt yheartily to ſubmit to the Government 
of Chriſt; that Soul has already found Jeſus 
Chrilt, Jh '$xvi; 13. O Lard aur God; other 
Lords beſides thee," bave had Homirion over uss. 
but by. ets l. We. elt * ay 


5404 f Tuxr Ro already found Jelas Ga 
that cannot . be. ſatisfied, with, 90 = Come 


forts of Life, without him; 'the Viſits of his 
Love; the Smiles of his, Face; the Light 
of his Countenance. 73 iv. 765 7 bere be mar 
ny. that ſay, who Wi ul ſhaw, us any Goodgrbut, 
Lord, bft thou up the Lightzof thy.Countenance 
upen:us. They have not found all the Gtace 
that they would have, and all the Comfort 
that hes deſire, but they have found Jeſun 
Chriſt, — the Beginnings of his Grace. 
Theſe long, » Pray and — to gain the 
Knowledge of their Intereſt in him; and can 
not be fartefied till they can make it out; and 
ſee their Relation to him; that they are the 
Objects of his ſpecial Love 725 Delight. 
Eſal. xxxv. g. Say to my Soul, I am thy Sal- 
vation. Cant. 8. 6. Set me 41 Saal upon. thy. 
Heart, as 4 Seal upon tby Arm: far Love is 
Ntrong as Death; Jealouſj is cruel, as the Grave, . 
ihe Coal thereof. are Coals'of Fire, which me 
a moſt vehement Flame. be 
[4] Tazy have already found Jeſus Gui, 
that prize him above all Perſons and things. 
1 Fei. li. 7. To- you therefore which e * 


„ 
= 
= 
A 
PF 
"= 


3s precious, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25, Whom bat I in 
Heaven hut thee, and there is none — Earth 
that J defirt beides thee. Hei the chiefeft ae of eh 

thouſands. 1 0 

[.] Tay have already wund eiritt that 
cannot bear the Fhoughts of parting with him, 
Fhey can part with the World ; with their 


would not let him go. And as they count his 
Favour as Life ; and his Loving - Kindneſs 


a Death. Pſal. cxliii. 7. O hide not thy 
Face from me; leſt I be like thoſe that go. dowon 
be They are thus deſitous of the 
Preſence o Chriſt; becauſe eh 
Chriſt is their Life their Wi 


om, Righ- 


He is their Head of vital Influence; their 
Fountain; their Treaſure ; their Food; 
their Strength; their Hope of Glory z and 
their all in all. 
(6.] Turv have already found Jeſus Chriſt, 
whoſe Heart's Defire and Prayer 1s, that all 
others may find him, And according to 
yy aſſectionate Prayers, they join their 
hearty Endeavours to bring others to know 
and win Chi See how Grace works in 
the Souls of ſuch as have found Feſus- Chriſt 
and judge thereby, whether you have found 
him. Jchn i. 45. We have found him, of «whom 
 Mefes in the Law, and the Prophets did 70 
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deareſt Relations; and with their own Lives, 
rather than part with Jeſus Chriſt; Cant. iii. 
5: When I bad found bim, I beld bim, and 


better than Life ; ſo they dread his Frowns 


know that 


teouſnefs, Sanckißcation and Redemption; 


$ 
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(4 
Chriſt? O what Man on Earth, or 


full? It is not 


pineſs of that 
Anſwer in a few: Particulars, accor 


EAR 


to the Service of Jeſus Chriſt, And' they 


Jeu of Nazareth, abe Sen of Foſeph.: And 


then they add come) and ſee And oba iv. 
29. Come, ſee 4 Man that told me N 
that evor ¶ did, is not this the Chrift ? 


War do Souls find, that find — 
I 
of Heaven can anſwetf this ion 9 


ble to ſet forth the Hap- 
. Butt ſhall attempt an 


our 1 


* and — 
prehenſions. 


[1,] Tnosx that find Jeſus Chriſt find Life. 
80 Wiſdom has inform'd us, in the 
Context. Ver. 35. He that findeth. nt finuletb 
Life, and Hall obtain Favour of ihe" Lord. 
Which Expreſſion implies, that ſuch as coe 
ſhort of "Chriſt, are in an Eſtate of Spiritual 
Death; dead in Law, and dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins ; but thoſe that find Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſo as to receive and reſt him, and ſub- 
mit to his Righteouſneſs. and Government, 
they find Life. Such have Spiritual Life; in 


the Union: of their. Souls with Jeſus. Chriſt, 


by Faith; and the Union of. the Special 
Grace of God with their Souls; they have 
the Life of Juſtification, in the Removal af 
Guilt from their Souls, in the Pardon of their 
Sins and Deliverance from Curſe: and Con- 
demnation: 24s xiii. 39. And they have the 
Life of Sanctification and [Holineſs ;- ey 
are dead unto Sin, but alive unto God, and 


have 


⁰¹⁰ dee ret cee u Sr 
WE Camort,\+mawellgranad- 
Apel ven. Col. i. 27. C heit in gun 
—— N Clery. And \theyy\have.che life 
of Glory eb; Jin che Title and Promiſe. 
1 Jobmii. 2g; This is in the Hand of. Jeſus 
Chriſt to beſtow upon his People. J avi. 
»2; A bon | haſh, given bim Romer over: all-Flaſh, 
tha be give ri kyife to as man jus 
"thor hf groin Þitn;. And. they alfotfind-Lifke 
as they, othro' :Jeſus Ctvit; obtain the Seal 
Ant ofiic 3 the Spirit, and the Graces 
of the Spirit of God ; z the 7 bings bas accom. 
pan) Saluatian. Heb. ti: 9. Hence we ſee 
the Reaſon, h& - that hears of Je. 
eſus Chrift, ſnould look after an actual Inte- 
reſt in hin 3 becauſe none find Life till chey 
find Jeſus Chriſt. He ii the Way, The Trith, 
and the. Life : Therefore, they thapwouldob: 
tain eternal Life, muſt — in with Jeſus 
Chriſt; he is the firſt and chief Gift of God 
to Men. If Chriſt is ours, all good things 
are ours. Our Rigbt' and Title to all;the 
Bleſſings of the Covenant of Grace, and all 
that Heaven itſelf contains, comes in thro' 
Jeſus Chriſt, and Relation to him thro 
Faith, which is a Means of the Souls Eſpou- 
Aal co 1 

2.] Ta that find Jeſus Chriſt find the 

| beft Friend. A moſt tender, loving, ſym 
Pathizing Friend. What was ſpoken, "I 
rael of old, is {true of all-Spiritudl iGackees 
Jai. xiii. 9. In all tbeir Afictions he au 
Hel, and the * ef his Preſence. ſaved 


3 | 1 bem, 
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ity De ved med 
Nied them 
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Sera Iv. 


bein in bis Ay _—_ Lt 
News and be "Bare Mer 4 l 
the "Days of of Fol 5 Nis * 75 


Face = Fo 
rovocations ;” 
of Sins. 40 55 he Hos 4 5 0 


8 Ti Fa en 1 pe ifs I 
th 


bk” 


Tre ofitdble” for 
. 7700 35 ohn 
Have wa "you. Noe, ref forth J Tall 
you not Servants ; for 355 "He ee, — 


what bis Lord Gb: dut” T ole "called 
Frientls ; or 2 I Dau Heard 
my Fang, 5 1 = 
And he 18 al . : 

Ives, to all” is. Feb — ee Lo he 
(NE of Gra e z 
his precious 5 for them. John kv. 13. 
Greater Love bath no Man thun this, that a Mun 
lay Bat, his oe f for. his, Friends. Fe are 

riends, if e do ba; 2 Trommam you, 

Ver 14. be 14 0 
Friend 3 tnchangeaD] "ih tis Love and 
Friendſhip; He - is. a Fffend art all Times, 
Fob xili. 1. Having loved Bis own, that tere 
in the Warld, be loved. them ſo the End. 

[3] Taoss that find eſps, Chriſt, obtain 


Kal of lbe 2 Ver. — That %, not 
the 4 but the Feria! ts Tha of God. 


Pſal. xxx. 5. Ti avur is Life, But 


wherein conſiſts che  Tpecial Favour of the 


Lord ? 
[1, Is 


. 


he lee 555 Life, | 


moſt bonſtant 


41 7 
It. In the free Pardon 


thei 
Eph. i. J. We baue Redempt K jaw] 


demption thro” bis Bl 


. LE, For 22 05 Sins, ac = to the Riche . 


| what a Fayour is it, to have 
2 12 5 a. en away; and to be freed from 
Curſe and Condemnation; and the naked 
Soul to be cloathed and adorned with the 


Yohes: of Chriſt's Ri couſnels. , ' David 
ſcribeth the Blefſednels of that Man, whole 


Soul and Sins are coyer'd, thro” the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt . Hal. 
- XXXi1, 1, 2. Explain'd Rom. iv. 6, 7, 8. 
(2. Taz. ſpecial Favour of God conſiſts 
alſo, in his ſetting the Soul at Liberty from 
the Bonda e and Dominion of Sin. This 
is the Work of 81 y his Sp irit, and 
. K Jobn vil. 36. hy Air ee 
Hall make. you free, ye be free 7700 
And the B ellen is 1. that the Soul 
fhall never return to Bondage again, Rom. 


vi. 14. Sin fall not have Dominion over yo 


for ye. are not under the Lat, but under Grace. 

43-. Tux ſpecial Favour "of God conſiſts, 
in making Believers Heirs with Jeſus Chriſt, 
of all the Bleſſings; of the new Covenant, 
and of eternal Life itſelf. Nom. viii. 17. 
And if Children, then . Heirs, Heirs of God, 
and joini-Heirs with Jeſus Chriſt. This is A 


1 Fruit of God's ſpecial Favour : or, which is 
| the-ſame, of his free Grace. Tit. iii. 7, Ne 


being infifed by his Grace, we Jhould be mags 
Heirs, according to the Hope of eternal Lift 

98 s taking into his Family, ſuch as were 
; Strangers 


Theefernel Del er Chrif Ser, IV. 


ore 


erm. IV. \ with wbe den, of Men” 123 


Prayers. He is ready to grant all theic Re- 


his People. He is full of Grace and Truth, 


NF APpSy FER 


Strangers and Foreigners, Enemies.and Re- 
bel, is an me! Proof, that it Fe of 
Grace. | Yo, ; AO $3 | 

4. "Tas. el Rena. of God conkit 
alſo, in making the very weakeſt and mean: 
eſt of the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, the Sub- 
jects of his ſpecial Care. As he brought 
Theny: into the Fold of Chriſt, drawing 
them with the Cords of his everlaſting Loves 
ſo he feeds them; he leads and guides them; 
and he watches over them Night 80 Day, 
leſt any hurt them. ef 

[5. Gop exerts his ſpecial Favour. to his 
People, in that his Eax is. ever open to their 


queſts, and Deſires of their Hearts. "Mats. 
Vit. 7. Ad, and ye Pall receive; ſeek and ye 
hall fd. + knock, and it Hall be. opened unto 
you. John xiv; 13, 14. Whatfoever 5% fall 
aſk in my Name, that will I do, that the Father 
11 glorified in the San. F ye ſhall «ft 
any thing in my Name, I will do ut. 

[A.] Tnosz that find Jeſus Chriſt, find 
the Pearl of great Price; the true Riehes 
durable. Riches and Righteouſneſs z- a large ſui- 
table and everlaſting Portion and Inheritance: 


A Portion for ever. Pal, Ixxiii. 26. A1 


Treaſures of Grace are in Jeſus Chriſt for 


and he can. fill the Treaſures of the needy. * 
Ver.21, That I may cauſe them that love me 
to inberit Subſtance, and T will fill their Trea- 
brut Herp: 8/4. doable Promiſe eee 


da, Tr Dllightivf r, bend 

with the Deſcription of the happy Soul 
chat iſha ll inherit the Promiſe + 1 21 72d 

[i. Turv hall inberit Subſtance. Nhe 
Lord — Qhriſt ras {a [ſubſtantial Inheri- 
rance'to:beſtow. upon all thacztovehin, Ob 
preſent Life is / but a Shadow. ' Fan. bv. 1d 
What is your Life ?. It Is even @ Vapour eu 
for ia little while, and then vanifheth 
And l ſuch alſo o arealtthe deſirable Ex- 
joyments. -of: Life ; they are bur Shadows; 
Riches, Honors, leaſures, and even tin 
beſt of Relations, are but Shadow: Bui 
true Grabe is Subſtance ; it wil} never vaniſ! 
away, or diſappoint the Owner. Grace take 
faſt hold ef Jeſus! Chriſt the Rock; and Je- 
fus Chriſt keeps faſt Ho of Grace 3 it 1 
id his keeping ; The Scabilizty® of Grace 1 8 
— the Power and — geablenel, WM 7 
of \Chriſt,”” +Pfat, exxv. 11. They — in 
The Dord fball be as Mount Sion, ihet came! 
de remove, hut abideth for ever. Jeſus Chriſt 
is faithful to him that appointed him. And 
hes able to keepthe Soul and his own Work 
f Grace in It, : and! their Portion for 
nem — But What is this Subſtance, chat 
6 vne that doves the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

all inherit ? It is God | himſelf with all 
his Perfection; and Jeſus Chriſt with all 
his: Purchaſe and Treaſures of Grace; It 
is all the Bleſfings of che New Covenant, 
With allothe great and preclous Promiſes; 
and it is eternal Life itſelf, with all che 
cee —— chere ef; that is 
- Subſtance 


erm. . — MEH 5115 
Subſtance indeed; it is an eternal : eight 
Fe. It is # Cen of Iife that Taue 
not away.” This is; a beter and more 
_— "Stare? Hebpk. 3199 

1p Other Hrcmife tmade'rothoſe that 
00 e Telus Chtiſt is; Til v beit Tu- 
ſures. The former Promiſe ſhew'd the Pee- 
ple of Gad, that kheir ſpecial Mercies ure 


been Mereies, not corraptible” th 
This Promiſe! ſhews them, that they. are 
2 ng Metties* I will fill Their Freafurts. 

very Heutts Defires *ſhall be ſatishied. 
God will not only keep them alive, "but 
will! enrich them. The Word ö im- 
ports Plenty ; 4 little of any thing, 
tho“ it be good, uſeful and ſuitable, AI not 
Kalle a Tfeaftre; büt there isendugh in 
Ohiriſt and. in the Covenant and Pro- 
miſes, andi m itſelf, to fill the 

Tieafores of all The" Diſciples" f Chrift ; 
they are in Wa 
but when they-corffe to Heaven, their Trea- 
ſures wAl be Bffed, ei: Foy Will be full 
Beſides, cle Word taste implies ſome- 
thing great p pπανẽññ and 4e, Wiſe 
Men dort uſe to doit Thkings ef little - 
Value, or little Uſe to be their Treaſure. 
And Believers Treaſures, are not only Good, 
but Goodneſs itſelf. Pal. xxxi. 19. 0 how | 
by great is the *QootÞieſs which thou baſFlaid up for 
5 them thit fear the. which thou Bu Buſt wrought 
; for them" that truſt Tir thee, before the Som of 
_ Ow! And T rtaſure implies, alſo, 1 ng 

cret z 


CN 


and et bre, = 


: 


Il 116 The ternal Dellghtsof Chrif; Ser, I. 
ſecret 3 ſomething that lies. hid, and un- 
known te any but the Owner. As a Be. 
liever's Life is bid auth Chriſt in God; it is a 
Life unknown to all Men, but to the Be- 
aliever himſelf; fo is his Treaſure. Eye bath 
not ſeen,' or Ear beard, neither bath — * 
ino the Heart of Man, what God bath pre- 
pared fon them that love bim. 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
Once more, a Treaſure implies Safety. The 
Inheritance and Portion of a Believer is well 
ſecured; it is in the Hands of Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf. And as their Souls arè ſecured in 
him. Jobs x, 28. None ſhall Huck ibem- out 
f my Hands, So their Treaſure is that good 
Pari that ſhall never be taten away from them. 
Luke x. 42. The Lord Jeſus. Chriſt. has 
"Treaſures of Grace to beſtow upon his Peo- 
ple; what is laid up in him, as Mediator, 
s not for himſelf, but fon his The 
Pſalmiſt ſaid, He: — Gifts ; Paal. lxviii. 
4 18. The Apoſtle fad. He gave Gifts 10 Men. 
Eph. iv. 8. One explains the other 3 he re- 
Cceived them, as Mediator, that he might 
E them to lu Diſciples. And he is as 
ready to give, as he was to receive; 
9 would not have received them, but that 
he deſign'd to give them. And, in every 
Age, his People have been receiving of his 


| 


—— — 
_ 


Mediatory-Fulneſs. Jobn i. 16. Whatever 
- Meaſures of Grace any receive from. Jeſus 
. Chriſt, in this Life, their Tee are not 

yet full : chere is. ſomething lac king in their 


Rath and ſo chere is in erery other Grace. 
| There 


£ - 


ſincerely, love him: That is, ſuch as feekhis 


erm. IV. nb ehe Shs f M Dr 


There is Room enough left for Prayer, 
for every Goſpel-Otdinance."'But Teſts 32 
who has been the Author, will be the Fi 
niſner; He will "fl their Treafures. Pfal. 
cxxxvili, 8. The: Lord will Perſelt that which 
concerneth me. Phil, i; 6. Being ' confident Y | 
this verything 3 that be, who'bath begun a goo 
Work in you,” will perform il io the Day of 72 
Cbriſ. Theſe are great and 
miſes ; but who are the happy Souls, har 
may lay hold of them? Who ſhall inherit 
Subſtance? Who ſhall have their Treaſures 
filled? The Anſwer to this Queſtion brings 
me to the third Head; 

- (5: Tu Deſcription of the Perſons, Ne 
whom the Promiſes are made; and the 


fuch as love-the' Lord Jeſus Chriſt. That 7 


may cauſe them that love me, to inherit "Subſtance, 
and I will fill their Treafures, And they are 
ſuch as Hale all known Sin: they that love 
Sin, do not love Jeſus Chriſt they that love 
Chriſt cannot bear them that diſhonour him. 
They love Jeſus Chriſt, that ſincerely ſeek 
him: the Love of Chriſt and ſeeking of him, 
are put in one Verſe of the Chapter where 
our Text is, I love them that love me, and 
thoſe tbat ſeet me early ſhall find me. From 
whence we learn, that ſuch as love Jeſus 
Chriſt wilb ſeek bim z and thoſe that ſeek him 


Favour, his Grace, his Preſence, his Likeneſs, 
his Incereſt and Kingdom. And they love 


* Chriſt, that love his Image, thoſe that 


are 


God: for Faith — Love, and ſincere 


z in vain· to pretend Love. to. our. Lo 


187 bebe Chri- germ 
FA She: Wants cen of ſus 
2 1 en e And jb — 1 
lowe Ius, ist, — 2 ew, | 

Commandments, Jahn xiv. 2. Ha tbathath, 
my; Commandments, and keepeth\ them, he tis. 
that, loveth. mi=—To; keep his. Command 
* 18 2 — in — 4 Fee F—o 

Command ment, tat, doe 
TOE Name of the. Son of Gog. And to 


keep | his Commandments, is te order che C 
rſation accordjng« to. che revealed, Will o 


Love carries aut the Soul to chearful Servigea 
2 John 6. This ts Love, this ische heſt. Ey Fn 
ce, of {rye Log tar nl] eſus Chri 
We, Walk: acer ee ta bit Gommenineni 
Chriſt, without: a ſincere. Concetn; and. Care 
ſo to do.: for Love and Obedience to Chriſt 
are inſeparable Companions. And they that 
loye; las Cbriſt, take Care to, imtatg hiq 3 
to be Folloyers of him ; in Meeknefs, Ret 7 
tience,; Huymilizy, e the W 
of Go din Holineſs, an he to 40 
the Will of God. And 08 asJove and de- 
liglit in Jeſus Chriſt, take a particular Pleaſure 
to think and ſpeak of and for him; What 
we. maſt love and delight, in, iwe.haye;moſt 
frequently upon our Mings and.\Fhaughs3 
Pg. #5: well pleaſed pich. aer an 
all that he is made of God d Now 
poor, weak, Ban e, Toes h of 


Serm. W. "with. 


oat CCC 2 w a Pon mn T1 Ta.27 81 — A 
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a oe 
= 


yy = wth and: plead. Fn; gre 
cows horas * e el 
them; put him 


in Prayer. Cale not — 960 57 7, As in Fo 


poſtle Peter did, Lord, thou knoweft all things, 
thou knoweſt that 1 love thee. Tho? I cannot love 
thee as thou haſt loved me; or as ſome other 
Diſciples do; or as I myſelf defire to do; yet 
I love thee in Sincerity : for I cannot live 
contented, with all the deſirable Enjoy- 
ments of Life, without thee ; I cannot bear 
thy Abſence ; [ lon for thy Preſegce; I 
love thy 3 rd dances and thy 
People; I off fn Oy Favor 3 Life, and 
thy Loving 
deſire to be lik . to have an Heart 
diſpoſed to ſerve- TY - all 
permit me to plead thy own Promiſe, which 
thou haſt moſt graciouſly made, for the 
Comfort of them that love thee, I am, in 
myſelf, but a poor empty Ciſtern, but I 
come as ſuch to Jeſus Chriſt, as a full and 
overflowing Fountain. And I ask but thy 


* mbrance of thy own gracious Promiſe: 
A. fill my Treaſure. Lord, increaſe 


= 7 1 0 a 


ul an 


M's 


my Faith, ad let it work by Love; that - 


it may carry out my Soul to g 


n | 


dottet than Life; 1 
with thee. O . 


* 


ve malt love. and delight. in, ug haye moſt 


g like nes The: ee ee ther 
ETSY ger Je, is, I Hos 


rs leon Jahn xiv. 21, way vw 
my; Commandments, and keepeth\ them, he. it, 
that. loveth. me. To keep bn Cam and 
ments, is 20 . believe in - himey 1 ;Zobn iii. 29% 
This: out uote Kher Bi we ou bits; 
TATE: Name. of | the. Son of Gef. And to 
kenp his Commandments, is tę order the Con 
ver ation according to che revealed, Will 
God: for Faith works by Love, and ſincere 
Love carries qut che Soul to chearful Serxieg 
2 John 6. This is Love, this is, che beſt. Evi. 12 
ce of {rye Lov too t elus;Chri 
We, Wale Serge to bs Commandments. It 
z in vain · ta pretend Love to. our. Lord 5200 
Gurt. without: a ſincere. Concezn; and Care 
foto do.: for Love and Obedience to Chriſt 
are inſeparable Companions. And they that 
love J6lus Chriſt, take Care to. mag big; 


to be Followers of him 3, in Meekneſs, Dei 


tience, Humility, Supmiſſion the W 
of God, in Holineſs, and, de fight, to do 
the Will of God. And ſuch.asJove and de: 


ligtt in Jeſus Chriſt, take a particular Pleaſure 


to think and ſpeak of and for him; What 


frequently upon our Mings and IHHaughts 
they. are well pleaſed wich dee e 
all that he is made of God. to chip. Now, 
poor, weak, bundles: + drjeted Pills of 
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Jeſus 11 bchald 1 on rg: 

riſe, full anctever ie 185 
enge en. AOL — 12 
ires?, la ĩt not. more G Pres oy 


' lineſs 3,-more 5 A * "RS 


Go then and plead theſs g 
eidos {Promiſes wi 
them; put him in Rememb 


in Prayer. Canff not l ay, as 1 
poſtle Peter did, Lord, thou knoweft all things, 
thou knoweſt that Love thee. Tho? I cannot love 
thee as thou haſt loved me; or as ſome other 
Diſciples do; or as I myſelf deſire to do; yet 
I love thee in Sincerity : for I cannot live 
contented, with all the. deſirable Enjoy- 
ments of Life, without thee ; I cannot bear 
thy Abſence; l lon fox thy Preſegce; I 


love thy Wn *Qrdibahees and thy 
People; I effec, AP Herr Life, and 
thy Loving- es better than Life; 1 
deſire to be lik to have an Heart 


diſpoſed to Erde ll Wa 
permit me to plead thy own Promiſe, which 
thou haſt moſt graciouſly made, for the. 
Comfort of them that love thee, I am, in 
myſelf, but a poor empty Ciſtern, but I 
come as ſuch to Jeſus Chriſt, as a full and 
overflowing Fountain. And I ask but thy 
* mbrance of thy own gracious Promiſe: 
'Y Yi fill my Treaſure. Lord, increaſe 


my Faith, 2 let it work by Love; that 


it may carry out my Soul to * 


. IA | | 


with thee. O 


©, 
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14⁰ Tee Dilights of Cher erk. 
. 
and 
the beſt of Friends upo arch, are but Sha 
dows, O give me I 25 ſubſtantial 
Treaſures, which are laid up in Chriſt and thy 
new Covenant; the Goodneſs which thou 
haſt laid up for them that fear thee, and that 
Nos: renne . 
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Prov. viii. 31. 
My Delights were with the Sons of Men. 


Regs SHALL proceed to make 
\ 2 N 


ſome further Application of this 
I Portion of Scripture, without 
\ FS repeating what has been, alrea- 
= dy, done”; therefore I add; 
6, Ws may learn from hence, the Miſery, 
- as well as the Sin, of thoſe that have no ſincere 
Love to, and Delight in, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; nor Heart to ſeek his Love and\Favour. 
Theſe are miſerably poor. indeed, deſtitute 
of true Grace, yet are not ſenſible of their 
Wants and Miſery and therefore they ſeek 
not the true Riches; They are diſeaſed and 
| wounded, yet ſeek not to the great Phy- 
| ſician, Jeſus Chriſt, for the Healing of their 
Souls. They are naked, or ragged and 
filthy, yet they *PP'y not to Jeſus Kare 
3 dr 
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124 The eternpl'Dolights of Chriff Ser: Ne 
for the Covering and Ornament of his per- 
fect Righteouſneſs, that wy Ake be WN 


2 che Sightyf 
705 — e 


them 1. 
Sr e and CR IEF be 
ſuch poor —_ e as * 7 iet oa to ke 
Jews,zwho-n of 


ea 

their Souls, 2 X. I 21 oe re Sims 2 it Yo tk 

the Lord. you never yet ſincerely ſought 

after him, it is now * Time to hind to 
freek him. 

1 Ke Souls would ſeek after 
their neceſſary, : Food:: Jeſus Chriſt is the 
Bread of Life the- ron Mannes : y 

Souls muſt ſtarve "and | periln 

they do not apply to * by Faith, and. eat 

the Fleſh and drink ibe Blood of C 22 S 
(2.) Souls ſhould ſeek Jeſus Chriſt, - as as 

- thoſe that are ſenſible of their Poverty 

would ſeek after Riches, or at leaſt for the 

Neceſſaries of Life; Jeſus Chriſt and hls 

Grace is a thouſand Times better, and more 

needful for Souls, than Gold and Silver, 

So it is aſſerted, ver. 19. My Fruit is better 

' than Gold, and my Revenue than choice Silver, 
Wuar is the Fruit of Chrift ? | anfwer 3 

It is the Fruit of his eternal Lovę; that is, 

his efficatious drawing of Souls f i a State 

of Sin, to God in Chriſt, by his mighty 

Power and ſoyereign free Grace. This is 4 

Fruit, in Time, of his everlaſting Love and 

Delights, Jer. xxxi. 3. I have love thee with an 

n Love; therefore with Loving · kind. 
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neſs have. I drawn thee. This drawing, is 
God's bringing the Soul to cloſe with Je 
Chriſt by Faith, and to ſubmit to his Ri 


ſus 
h- 
teouſneſs and Government. Moreover, = 
Fruit of- Jefus Chriſt, which is ſaid to be bet- 
ter than Gold and Silver, is intended of the 
Fruits of Its Death; ſuch neceſſary Mercies, 
as he has purchaſed for his People, by his 
precious Blood ;. ſuch as his juſtifying Righ- 
teouſneſs, made over to every believing Soul, 
and the free Pardon and Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
and the neceſſary Fruit of it, Freedom from 
eternal Condemnation. And the Fruit of 
Chrift is alſo intended of the Soul's Deliver - 
ance from the Power, Reign and Dominion 
of Sin, And the Fruits of Chriſt are alſo, 
the bleſſed Fruits of Chriſt's prevailing In- 
terceſſion, at the right Hand of God, thro? 
the Virtue of his: Obedience and one Offer- 
ing. And the Fruits of Chriſt are the ſame. 
with the Fruits of the Spirit, mention'd, 
Gal. v. 22, The Fruits of - the Spirit are Love, 
Joy, Peace, Long-Suffering, Gentleneſs, Good- 
neſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance, And 
the Fruits of Chriſt may be intended of his 
own Ordinances, with his Bleſſing attending 
them, or on ſincere Souls attending upon 
him in them. - And fo we are to underſtand 
that Text, Cant. ii. 3. 1 /at under his Sba- 
dow with great Delight, and his Fruit was 
ſoeet to my Taſte ; that is, the Experience of 
the believing Soul; ſo is Aſſiſtance in Prayer, 
and gracious —_— in Seaſon 3 and fo => 
MY e 
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the great and precious Promiſes, when the 
Soul can view, fe the Eye of Faith, how 
great and ſuitable and ſure they are; and 
can alſo ſee its Intereſt in them. Now theſe 
are ſaid to be better than Gold and Silver; 
but upon what Accounts are they ſo? We 
anſwer,” as they are more valuable in them- 
ſelves : there's no Compariſon between Gold 
and Grace. And they are better, as they will 
turn to better Account; What can be valued 
with the Bleſſing of Pardon of Sin? And 
they are better, as they are more ſuitable to 
the State and Wants of the Soul; theſe will 
give Comfort and Safety in the Hour of 
Death. And they are better, as they are 
more durable : Gold and Silver are among 
the Things that corrupt and periſh with the 
uſing, 1 Pet. i. 18. 
3. Yov ſhould ſeek Jeſus, and his 
Grace and Favour, as condemned Malefac- 
tors ſeek the King's Mercy; or would aſk 
his gracious Pardon: So you muſt do, or 
die: If thy proud Soul will not ** to alk 
0 


Pardon, thro* the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
thou muſt go to Execution, 

4. Tov ſhould ſeek Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Favour, as diſeaſed Souls ſeek to the Phy- 


ſician; and Souls muſt die eternally, if they 


have not Relief from Chriſt, the great, the 
only Healer of Souls If any of you 
ſeek not after Jeſus Chriſt and his Love and 
ſpecial Favour, What is it that you chiefly 
ſeek ? Aſk your own Souls, 5 

O how 


— 
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O how well were it for ſome of you, 
if the Searcher of Hearts could ſay to you, 
as the Angel did to the Diſciples, Matr. 
xxviii. 5, 1 know that ye ſeek Jeſus 
Whatever you now chiefly ſeek after, 
in a little while it will appear, that there 


was nothing ſo valuable, nothing ſo much 


worth the ſeeking, as Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Grace; nothing ſo neceſſary for the Life 

and Comfort of Souls. And I muſt add, 
this is the only Seaſon of ſeeking him and 

his Favour, 2 Cor. vi. 2. Behold now is the 
accepted Time, behold now is the Day of Sal- 
vation. Iſai. lv. 6. Seek ye the Lord, tobile be 


may be found, call ye upon him, wwhile he is near. 


You are now allowed to feek Jeſus 
Chriſt ; he is the free Gift of the Father, 
with all his Benefits; and his own free Gift, 
to every one that ſeeks him ſincerely, tho” 
they are never ſo unworthy, you have his 
royal Word for it ; 1 love them that love me, 
and thoſe that ſeek me early, that is ſincerely, 


ſhall find me, —— Soul, canſt thou make 


out, that thou haſt ſought, and found Jeſus | 
Chriſt ? Be very thankful to God for open- 
ing thine Eyes to behold him, and thy 


Heart to entertain him. Have a Care of 


grieving him, by Neglect of Duty; or by 
ſlothful Performance of it; or by too warm 
Affections toward the World; or Confor- 
mity to it, in any Thing that is evil. But 
be ye Followers, or Imitators of God and 
of Jeſus Chriſt, as dear Children. 
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Dip Jeſus Chriſt delight in his Peo- 
oz” from everlaſting ; dben all the: Difeiples 
Chriſt /hould delight in him. He is precious 
zo every true Believer. 1 Pet. ii. 7. He is, to 
them, the chiefeſt of ten thouſand,” Cant. v. v0. 
Altogether lovely. We have been told, alrea- 
dy, that Jeſas Chriſt was firſt in his Love to 
his People; then he deſerves the higheſt 
Delights of his Diſciples ; as will appear On 


= many Accounts, 


1. As one that brings good Tidings from 
a far Country ; Tidings of 1 
and ſuch as concern the preſent Peace and 
the eternal Welfare of our Souls, Tidings 
of Pardon of Sin, thro? the Merits .of the 
Redeemer, for ſuch as were under Curſe 
and Condemnation : This is one of the moſt 
needful Mercies, that Sinners can receiye 
from God ; and this is obtained alone thro? 
the Blood of Carisr, Eph. i. 7. We have 
Redemption thro his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, according to the Riches of his Grace, 
And when a Soul can make out his own In- 
tereſt, he cannot but rejoyce in the Mercy, 
Matt. ix. 2. Son, be of good cheer ; thy Sins 
are forgiven thee. And conſidering that this 
great and neceſſary Mercy was obtain'd, far 
them, by Jeſus Chriſt, how can the par- 
doned Soul chooſe but delight in him? 
Would not any Man, under Condemnation, 
love and delight in another, who had not 
only obtain” Is a Pardon for him, from the 


| King, but had alſo dearly bought it; = 
wi 


with Money, but with his own Life ? The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt did this, for his People, 
with tis own Hood. 1 Pet. i 18, 19. For- 
aſmarch as ye know that %. were na redxemed 


nil withow) Blemiſb, and without-Spot.. | 
12, Tlie Diſciples of Chrift ſhould. deli igbt 
in him, as loving Friends delight in pi 


other The Church of Believers ſo expreſs 


theic Love to him, Capt, v. A5. Fbis is my 
 Relowed,- And this is my Fiendo Jeſus Chr iſt 
dis the Believtr's. bed. Þ Friend... In great Con- 
doeſcæntion, hi calls his Difciples ſo, Joh. xv. 
_ 2.5. Henceforth I call you not Servants, for a Ser- 
van Rnoweth not what bis Lord doth; but I have 
: ded you friend: far what/ooues I dee received 
af gmy Fate I have made known N vou. 
ut it was his mere Grace, that made them 


ſo, and that no treats them as Friends; and 


they ſhould take Care to approve themſelves 
ta be the Friends of Jeſus Chriſt, ver. 14. 27 are 
1 Friends, if. ye do whatjorver I command you. 
2 $ Eur Diſciples of | Jeſus Chriſt ſhould 


delight in him, as a Man does is his Portion. 


They tbat have God: in Chriſt far, their God, 
have him fot; their Portion. Lam, iii. 24. 


Tur Lard il my: Portion, ſaith my Soul. And 


they that have Intereſt in Chriſt, by Faith, 
2 him, and his Treaſures of Grace, for 
tber Portion ; and it is ſuch a Portion, as 
every. Way calls. for, and deſerves the De- 
„W of the Owner. 


p) Ss 


erm VU aids the Sam An., 2.27 | 


ith torruptidl Things, 1 Sthver and Gold —— 
His b rü Bind of, Chriſt, a of @ 


—— — W —ů— — — 


© (2.)"IT is a. 


ſhall not be ſatisfied with Silver, nur be that 
lovetb abundance, with Tncreaſe 3 but he that 
- hath Jeſus Chriſt, needs to defire nothing o 
be added to him. As Philip once ſaid of the 


an everlaſting Inheritance 3 that which will 
never fail, or diſappoint the Owner, Pſal. 


(..) Ir is exceeding great 3 . it is as la 


as Heaven and Earth. He chat Katie e 
ngs with him. 


Son of God, hach all good Thi 
If Chriſt is ours, all Things are ours; 1. C 


iii. 21, 23. — Al Ming, un And 4e 


are Chriſt's, and Chit God's. All thi 
Bleſſings of the Covenant of Grace; all tlie 


great and precious/ Promiſes, and all' the 
Slories of Heaven itſelf This contains 
both Grace and Glory; every Thing needfal 
for Soul and Body; for Time and Eternity 


and therefore is a 8 =o and ſuĩtable Portion. 
atis 
not like a Portion of the Things of this 
World; Eccl. v. 10. He that loveth Silver, 


Father, Joh. xiv. 8. Sbew ug the Father, and 
it ſufficeth us; ſo pron Chrift and his'Full- 


neſs once poſſeſſed, will ſatisfy. the Deſires 


of the Soul. The proper Ground of De- 
light is to have what e deſire; and to be 


content and ſatisfied with what: we have. 


(2.) Gov! in Chriſt is-a durable Portion; 


Ixxiii. 25, 26. Whom have I in Heavm but 


thee ? And there is none upon Earth that I de. 
' fire beſides thee ; my Fleſh and my Heart fail- 
eib, but God is the Strength” of ny Heart, and 
my Portion for ever, - 


bag 411 
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Taz Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt ſhould 


light in the Love, Company and Converſa- 

tion of each other; and when they are ab- 
ſent, to think and ſpeak of them. Where 
there is a ſincere Delight in any Perſon ;. 
ſuch will be commending of them; longing 
to hear of and from them; and deſiring 
their Return. O let my Beloved come. Cant. 
iv. 16, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſtands in the 
neareſt and deareſt Relations to his People; 

He is their Husband ; their Head of vital 
Influence; He is their Life; their Phyſician 

and Healer. Pſa}. ciii. 2. ho bealth all. 
tby Diſeaſes, He is their Counſellor, Advo- 

cate and Interceſſor, with the Father; He is: 
their Shepherd, to lead and guide them, to 
watch over, protect and defend them, and 
provide for them. He is their City of Re- 
fuge and Ark of Safety. And he is * the 
Medium of their Relation to God the Fa 
ther. It is by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, chat 


any become the Sons of God, Joh. i. 12. 
As many 4s received bim, io them. gave be: 


Power to become the Sons of God, even 0 them: 
that believe on bis Name. Gal, iii, 26. For : 
ye are all the Children if God, thro' Faith i in, 
Chrift Jeſus. 

5. The Diſciples of J cſus Chirilk mould 
aclight in him, on the Account of what he. 
has done for them, as their Surety 3 and 
what he has born and Crd, in their Room. 
and Stead 3 He bore their Sins and Sorrows ; - 


WY: thete - 


actight in him, as the deareſt Relations de- 


their Guilt and 44” avg that be « might 


ſet them free from both. Ifa. Ini. 5. Tie 
dat wounded for our Tranſgrefſions 5 5 was: 


braiſed for our Iniquities ; He ſuffer'd and died 
in their Room; the Fu? for the Unju#, * 
he might bring us to Gad. 


"He loved us, and gave himſelf for us. Gal. 


i. 4. And he loved us, and waſhed us from 


our Sins, in his own Blood. Rev. i. 5. 


Thus he paid our Debts ; ſatisfied divine 


Juſtice ; deliver'd us from Priſon and Capti- 


vity ; and thus he can give Grace and Glo- 


ry, to all his humble and fincere Follow- 
ers. 


in him, as Mediator, 00 1 His Ful- 

neſs of Grace, Col. 1. pleaſed the Fa- 
ther, that in him al 41 Fullneſs dwell, 
This cannot be underſtood of his Treafures, 


as God; for thoſe were not at the Pleafure 
of the Father; but eſſential to his Nature: 
But as Mediator, he is a full and open 


Fountain, both to cleanſe from Sin, and to 
ſüpply with all neceſfary Grace. Joh. i. 14, 


ib: Me beheld bis Glory, as the Glory of the 


_ only begotten of the Father, full of Grace and 


Truth, And of bis Fullneſs have wwe all received, 


and Grace for Grace. He is their Food, the 


heavenly Manna, the Bread of Life ; he that 


gives and maintains ſpiritual Life ; and 
thence he is called the quickening Nrn. He 
is 


6. Tz Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt ſhould 
delight in him, on the Account of the inex- 


hauſtible Treaſures of Grace that are laid up 
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5 made all Things to them, 1 Cor. i. 30. 
Wo; of Gad id — Re us, e Righ- 
. Sanctiſication and Redemiptione © |. 

(.) A out ſaring Knowledge 40d ſanc- 
tified Underſtanding, -,cames from Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the great Prophet of the Church. 
His Office is ta teveal the Mind of God to 

in orcler to their Salvation ; every 


hing chat be bas recgiyed'iof che Father, 
With relation tos their * and 
Privileges. 10 mot gn A 592 (ot 


(2.) Hu is made, of God, to us Righte: 
oulneſs 3, as he coyers every Believer, with 
his perfect Righteouſneſs, as our Surety. 
He wrought it ant, by his Obedience and 
Death, and he broug be it in, by the Mini- 
ſry of the Goſpel 4 — Baich be wo 
it o Believer, Rom. ii. 22. Even 
the Rig) 5. God, which ts by Faith of 
Feſus Chriſt, — and upon all, them that 
believe, Iſai. Ixi. W hath chathed n 
with the Garments of Salvation, he hath: co4 
vered me with the Robe of | Righteouſneſs. . © 

(3.) He is made to us Sindification *: 

The Change and Cleanſing! of thę Soul, is 
thro” the Virtue of his precious Blood. 3 this 
is he Fountain opened fer Sin and for Unclean- 
nefs. Zec b. xiii. 1. It is called a Fountain, 
as there is a Sufficieney in it to cleanſe and 
ſanctify Souls, in Nation, and every 
Age. And it is called an open Fountain 3 
not a Fountain ſealed, as the Goſpe 
but opened, becauſe it is ſet * by the 
. 
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Miniſtry - of the Goſpel, that defiled 
Soul may have free "Acceſs thereto: and be 
healed on cleanſed. + OLE COL 
-(4.) Tur Lord Thus Cbriſt a wade to) us 
Redemptioh. : As he ſaves Bis Feople from 
Curſe and Condemnation; Gal. iii. 13. «Chriſt 
bath redeem'd us from the Curſe! of the" 
being made a Curſe for: us. © And he not: on 
purchaſed, but he applies his Grace te Souls; 
taking away the inion of Sin; and tranſe 
lating them from the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
into the Kingdom of Light and Graxe. 
And he will alſo redeem their Bodies from 
the Power of the Grave. John vi 39, 40. 
1 will raiſe it up at the laſt Day. 
- 7. Tux Diſciples of [Jeſus Chriſt ſhould 
delight in him, on the Account of what: he bas 
already wrought-in them and for them: for 
o he does every thing that is neceſſary to 
fit them for the Service and Enjoyment of 
God. He has opened their Eyes, that were 
born blind; and turned them from Darkneſs 
to Light; He has given them an Under- 
ſtanding, to know * N and to knbw 
God and Jefus Chriſt, which is the F 45 
of Eternal Life. John xvid. 3. This is 
Eternal, that they ſhould know 'Thee"the only 
true God. and Peſo Chriſt, whom thou bat 
ent. He has written his Laws in their 
Hearts; and given thema ſanctified, believ- 
ing and transforming Knowledgeiof bis Will; 
and a ſincere Love to, and high Eſteem of 
has Word and Ordinances; He has * 
new 


erm v. - 2306 V8 8hke _—_—— 
their Hearts to approve of the whole eral: | 
ed Will ef God, as holy; juſt and 
and given them a Anceth | poſition 0 Soul: 
to make it the Rule of their Fach. Worſhip ] 
and Converſation. And he has ſaved them 
from ſpiritual Boadage to Sin and Satan, and 
brought them into the glorious Liberty of 
the Sons of God! John viii. 36. F the Son, 
therefore, ſball mate you . ye ſhall be fre 
indeed, - And he has given them his 8 Spirit, 
the Seal and Earneſt of the Inheritance. He 
has implanted his ſpecial Grace in theit 
Hearts; and given the Things that accompa- 
ny Salvation, the Bleſſings of the great and 
precious Promiſes; and Faith to embrace 
them, und take the Comfort of them. 
ug, Tur Diſciples of Chriſt mould delight 
in Him, on the Account of what he is now 
doing in Heaven for them, as an Advocate 
and Interceſſor with the Father. 1 John ii. r. 
Tbeſe Tbings I write anto you, that you fin not ; 
ani an) Man ſin, we" have an Advocate 
"with the. Father, Jeſus Chriſt "the \ Righteous, 
An Advocate is one that takes the Part, and 
pleads the Cauſe of another. Jeſus Chriſt 
does ſo for Believers. Heb. vii. 23. Mbere- 
he is able io ſave lo the uttermoſt, them that 
come unto God by bim, ſeeing he ever lives * 
make Interteſſion for tbemn . 
Tus I have offer d ſome Reaſons, why 
the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt ſhould delight in 
him; but before any one can do ſo, it is 
needful that they ſhould make out their In- 
tereſt 
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mind; and I am bis. 8 
pared to delight in Chriſt 3 and, to take up 
their Satisfaction in him, at all Times, and 
even under the grtateſt Afflitians and F rials 
of the preſent Life z this will be a ſufficient 
Balance againſt all Diſappointments. Heh. 
iii. 175 18. Abe ſ Fig-Trea ſball not Ha 


* . r ot 


bour of the Olive Hall fail, and the Fields Mall 
yield no Meat, the Flock ſhall be cut off from 
tbe Fold, and there Hall he ub Herd, in the 
Stalls : This is a Suppofition of great AMic- 
tion indeed, and enough to make re 
die within tbem, as Nabal's did, who Havr 
their Portion only in this Liſe; but if the 


Ciſtern is empty, Faith can laak and apply | 


to the full Fountain; they have God, and 
Chriſt, and the Covenant of Grace to go to. 
Yet 1 will rejoyce in the. Lord, and joy in the 
God of ny Salvation, This Joy in God, as 
r, is a thouſand Times — all 
carnal Delights; for they are no better than 
miſtaken Imaginations, and deluding Dreams. 
Things of this World are not what the moſt 
of Men take them to be. Many delight 
in preſent Enjoyments; becauſe the } ſuppoſe 
they have ſomething valuable nd ſuitable in 
Hand, but have been often convinc'd that 


wy are but Shadows; Riches, and Rela- 
tions 
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tions. too, ale themſelves Wings, and fly 
away, and diſappdim the Hopes of the Ow- 
ner. All worldly Delights periſt wich the 
Uſing. But Delighe i Fefus Chriſt is a rea! 
Thing; its Foundation is fure; its Spring 
and Streams are everlaſting. As to the Souls 
drinking of the Rivers of Pleaſure, it begins 
in this World; and with ſome of the Diſci- 
ples of Jeſus Chriſt, it may begin late; for 
it cannat begin till Grace is wrought in the 
Heart; bat its Spring was from everlaſting; 
and its Streams ſhall never fail, but endure 
for ever. O how pleaſant, profitable and 
reaſonable is it that every Believer ſhouſd 
chiefly delight in Jeſus Chrift, This is ſome- 
thing that reſembles Heaven itſelt, whielr 
is called the Joy of the Lord, The very Sum 
of Happineſs, in Heaven, is the Souls: de- 
lightful Enjoyment of God in Chriſt. The 
little Meaſure of it, that, at any Time, is 
enjoy'd here, is Strength to the upright Soul. 
Neh. viii. 10. The Foy of the Lord ſhall be 


their Strength. Thus it is, as it ever carries 


out the Soul, with more Enlargement, unto 
holy Work; and inflames the Soul, with 
Love, in Duty. It is ttke Oyl to the Wheels. 
Pal. cxix. 32. J will run the way of thy 
Commandments, when thou” ſhalt enlarge m) 
Heart. Pray let us bring theſe Things to- 


our Hearts and Conſeiences; Can'you make 


out that you love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
Sincerity? Are your chief Delights in him? 


It is worth your While to give all Diligence 


to 
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= to clear up this Maths 


ey great Things - 
upon the Knowk age of it. 
(1.) Taz you max draw. this comforta-. 
ble Concluſion, that 20d is your God and 
Father. This is gathe}'d from, John viii, 
42. J God was your Father, you would love 
me. You may tranſpoſe the Words, and 
they will hold infalliblytrue; If you love the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, -then God is your Father. 
If you delight in Jeſus Chriſt, = you are 
not Orphans, or Fatherleſs ; bur you have a 
| heavenly Father to go to, in all your Wants. 

2.) Ir you love and delight in Chriſt, then 
ou may conclude, that God the Father 
— loves you. I ſaid before, that your! 
Love to Chriſt, is a ſure Evidence, that 
ſus Chriſt. loves you 3 for he has ſaid, I love, 
them that love me. But now I add, that your, 
Love to Chriſt is a ſure Evidence, that God: 
the Father loves you, John xvi. 27. For 
the Father himſelf loveth you, becauſe ye have 
loved me; and have . that I came out: 
from God. John xiv. 21. He that hath my. 
Commandments, and keepe th them, be it is that- 
Ioveth me; and be that Ok me, ſhall. be loved, 
of my Father ;, and I will love bim, and ul 
manifeſt myſelf in bin 

(3.) If you love and delight in Jeſus Chriſt, 
then 208 may ſafely conclude, , chat your Sins- 
are forgiven you? Luk. vii. 47. Her Sins, 
which are many; are forgiven her; for foe love. 
eib much: Her Love to Chriſt, was not the 
Cauſe, but the Evidence of her F orgiveneſa. 
(4. 


Sem V. 6h 1. e f M lp © 

(40% Egos love Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, 
you-may” draw. this comfortable . Conclufion 
from it 3 that nothing ſhall alienate 5 Love 


of Ohriſt from yo. Rom. vii, 3 wn 
u Love of Cf ? ſhah 


Ls pnbrede 45 
Tribilation; or Diſtreſ, or 'Perſetution, or Fa- 
aa r Wed 0, . Poi 2. Sword? Ver. 
38.— J am perſuaded, that neither Death, nor 
Life; nos Angels, nor' Principalities, nor Powers, 
nor Wings preſent, nor Thing, to come, nor 
Heigl mr Depth,” nor an) pther Creature, 
JhalÞbt able to ſeparate us from the Love of God, 
wobith' i is in Ch M] Nu our Lord. 
6.) Ir you love” Jeſus Chriſt in Stiketliy \ 
then you may ſafely conclude, that whatever 
befalls you in the World, ſhall be oyer-ruled 
for your good. Rom. viii. 28. We now 
that all Things work.  togetber for good to them 
2 God; to them Mas are the Called, 4. 
cortding to bis Purpoſe.” 
(6:) Ir you love Jeſus Chriſt, you may 
1 draw- this comfortable Concluſion from it, - 
\ that however unworthy you. are, you ſhall be 
0 brought to the full Enjoyment of all the Glo- 
i ry and Bleſſedneſs of Heaven. 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
" Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither baue 
| emered into the Heart of Man, the Things - 
2 ch God hath prepared for them that lev 
im. 
Eighihly, Ir the Delis ghts of Chriſt, were 
with the Sons of Men Fom everlaſting z then 
the Delights of all. true Chriſtians ſhould be 
_ in the Word and Ordinances of G 


Eo bo The eter Deliglns of GhrifÞr Se. 
iſt, as Arne appointed too enjoy him, 
and to r N abündant Grace oui of 
his Ful Fulln his is more than to talk of 
NN 1 oh BON common Profeſſton ef 
him. 1 might hey you, from the Word of 
God,. that true: Grace eren carries gut the 
Soul to delight der in ie Waden d 
nances of Jeſus Chriſt. 
1. Tazy ever delight. i in the. Won of 
1 Plal. cxix. 97. O how iabe I Lam, 
my Medis ian al the Day. Whar Ber- 
— — and delight in, they often child gf 
70 hy Delight in the Ward of CO 
rom Agreement and Inter is 
valuable, it is. ſometbing ſuitable and it is 
their own. Pfal. xciv. 4 I the Multitude 
of my Thoughts within me, thy' Comforts: delight 
guy Soul. Plal. cxix. 163. 
Words ta my Taſte 3. yea. ſaceter - thaw Hone 
my Mouth. Job xxiii. 12. I have e the 
Words of bis Mouth, more than my: neceſſary 
Foed. Rom. vii. 22. I delight in the Law. of 
God, after the inward Man. The Law, is 
the whole revealed Will of God. And this 
is the ſame that God promiſed to his People: 
Jer. xxxi. 33.— Iwill put my \ Law in their 
inward — and write it in their Hearts, and 
_ will he their God, and they Hall be my Peo- 


ple. 
2. A8. Graee teaches: Men to love and de- 
light..ia the: Word of God; fo it teaches ' 


How. fweet. are thy 
.to 


„ wn, way oy, why wy hs 


them to love and honour, and highly eſteem 


8 of Chriſt ; not only as _ 
ar 


— 


nere 2 F T2 


can you choaſe but deſire more? And pray, 


Sertoc V. fene "20 T7 
bear the Stamp of his Wiſdom and Authorityz; - 
but as they have experienced the Benefit of 
waiting upon God in them. Prov. iii. 17. 
Her-M aps are Ways of „, and all ber 
Paths are Peace, Cant. I. 3. s the Apple- 
Tree, among the Trees ef the Wood, ſo is my 
Beloved' among the So; I ſat under bis Sha- 
dow, with great Delight, and his Fruit was 
feveet to my te Theſe bring more Str 

of Grace to their Souls, and that is one Oc- 
caſion of their high Eſteem of the Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, Increaſe of Grace and Ex- 
perience, makes way for their ſpiritual Com- 
fort; Joy and Peace in believing. Rom. xv. 
13. It is no Credit to Religion, nor to the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, that any of them ſhould 
ſo much as ſeem to ſlight the Word and Or- 
dinances of Chriſt; or neglect the 
Means of Grace, and of Communion with 
God in Chriſt: It is the ready Way to 
Doubts and Darkneſs in their Souls; and to 
bring up an evil Report on the good Ways 
of God; and to diſeourage weak Beginners, 
and ſadden the Hearts of Fellow-Diſciples. 
Is the Table of the Lord contemptible in 
your Eyes? Does Father and Lord 
keep a poor H ? Are his Proviſions 
mean? Is God a hard Maſter'? Does he call 
for your Service and Obedience without Aſ- 
ſiſtance, or without Strength and Comfort ? 
If you have taſted that the Lord is gracious, you 
ſhould ſtill be coming. 1 Pet. ii. . How 


Lord, 


F 12.40 Tbe eternal Ddlightsof Chriſt Ser. V. 
Tard, evermore, give us this Bread. John vi. 
„ 9 1 KY. 
E.. Pie ce for any one to prove his 
Love to Jeſus Chriſt to be ſincere, if he 
ſlights the Ordinances of Chriſt. Let the 
Pleadings of the Fleſh be never ſo plauſible; 
he that delights in Jeſus Chriſt, delights in | 
the Ordinances of Chriſt ; as they are ap- | 
pointed Means of Enjoyment of him. And 
on the other hand, ſo far as Men are defec- _ 
tive in their Love to, Eſteem of, or Delight 
in the Word and Ordinances of Chrift ; fo 
far they are defective in their Love to Jeſus. 
Chriſt himſelf, I wiſh this Truth were more 
generally believed, and laid to Heart. Yon 
may mark that Man or Woman, as ready to 
die, who can, at their own Pleaſure, or Self- 
Will, negle& the Ordinances of Chriſt, as 
needleſs Things, or of human, Invention, or 
ſuch as they can very eaſily live without. 
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.. Holineſs; that are in part ſanctified; Souls 


Serm. VI. with the Sons of Men. 148 
s . ye," 4 


| Prov. viii. 31. 
5 Delights were with the Sons of Men. 


AM 'now come to the laſt Uſe 
that I ſhall make of the Text. 
And that is; If the Delights of 

k 460 Jeſus Chriſt were with the Sons of 
0 Men, from everlaſting; then all 


Qu 27] 


| the Diſciples of Feſus Chrift ſhould love and de. 


light in each other. I have ſhewn already, 
how the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt diſpoſed the 
Soul to love all that have the Grace of God 
in Truth, all that belong to Chriſt, all chat 
bear his Image. - Pſal. xvi. 3, The Saints that 
are in the Earth, the Excellent, in whom is all 
my Delight. The Saints and Excellent of the 
Earth, are Believers in Chriſt, ſuch whoſe 
Souls are renewed by the Spirit of Grace and 


that have choſen God in Chriſt for their God; 
that have taken hold of his Covenant; that 
have the Root of the Matter in them; that 

| have 


N 
1 


But this miſtaken 
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have received the Things that accom Mea 


Salvation. 


Yov have no juſt Reaſon to chink, that the 
People of God, in David's Tithe, were 
vithourtheir Faults and Infirmities, any more 
than now 3. or that they had perfect Grace and 
Holineſs withgar Corruption f or that they 
had · nothing uñgrateful i em Alas! chere 
never were ſuch Saints upon Earth: Yet, ſays 

holy David, A my Delight is in them, If we 


can ſpy in them a little Grace in Truth, it 


be that's as much as they may. be able 

N to us Yer that mouid be 
che Ground of our mutual Love and Delight. 

us Chriſt; that pitch'd his Love * 

eaple, from everlaſting, will take 
whether his Members are beloved for the Fa- 
ther's Sake, and for wo 278 Diſciple here is 
no Way to prove our ſelves to be 
of. Chriſt A nay without fincere Love to 
ſuch as are ſo, John xiii. 33. By, this ſhall 
all Men know that 94 are my Diyeiptes, if ye 
have Love one to another. 

Anp Jeſus Chriſt takes Notice how the 
carnal World deſpiſes them. They count 
them the very of ſcowering of the Earth. 
That is, as vile as the very Droſs and Ruſt. 
Judgment of the carnal 
World, concerning the People of God, ariſes 
from their Ignorance of what God has done 
for them; and of the relation they ſtand. 
in to God, and to Jeſus Chriſt ; and that theſe 
are the F avourites of Heaven; and, — 
WI 


* 
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| 125 World knoweth us not, becauſe it kneto him 


but not as written in Heaven; and they know 


rr 4 
9 they are Heirs of eternal 

In his Roſper? the world knows them 
= z\ that. is, they little think that theſe, 
whom they hate, are the Objects of God's 
ſpecial Love, and that are his dear Chil- 
dren. 1 John iii. 1. Be , what manner of 


Love the - Fatber bath beſtowed "upon us, that 


we ſhould be called the Sons of God; therefore 


not. The carnal World knows their Names, 


their Perſons, but not as united to Chriſt by 
Faith, and Heirs of a Kin z they know 
not what God has laid up for hom, and what 
he will briag them unto.” They are the Ex- 
cellent of the Earth, in the Account of 
God, as well as of good Men. Not by na- 
tural Birth, nor for their Brightneſs of natu- 
ral Parts; for ſo they are, many of them, 
as baſe and mean as hers ; but by Grace. 
Each of them ma. "oy fay, as the Apoſtle, 
x Cor. xv. 10. -By Grate of God I am 
what I am. It is "the" free: Grace of God 
alone, that has made a Difference, between 
one Man and another, where there was none 
by Nature. And now I ſhalt offer-ſome 
Reaſons, both why the-carnal World ſhould 
not flight, deſpiſe and hate the People of 
God; and in an eſpecial Manner, why the 
Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt ſhould dearly love, 
highly eſteem and delight in each other, ever 0 
one that has the Grace of God in Truth 3 t 
never ſo. weak. 


1. | 


144 Theeternal Deligbrs r Obriſ der. N 

1. Tux. are moſt noble born. Birn of 
Cod; born from alove. John iii. 3, f. born 
in God's Houſe; John i. 19. A many as 
received him, to them gave he Power to become 
the Sons of God; even as many as believed in 
his Name. Which were born, not of Blood, 
nor of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of 
Man, but of God, It is common for ſuch as 
have great Relations, to make their Boaſts 
of them ; and eſpecially ſuch as are counted 
Noble Men, by their Birth, to talk of their 
Noble Blood; it is a poor Matter, without 
the Grace of God; but it is common. But 
never had any Man upon Earth ſuch great 
and noble Relations, as the People of God 
have. They have God himſelf for their Fa- 
ther; and they are his dear Children. Eph. 
v. 1. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the' Prince of 
the Kings of the Earth; the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords; He is their Elder Bro- 
ther. And he is not aſham'd to own them, 
to be his Relations. Heb. ii. 11. And they 
are married to the Lord of Heaven and Earth. 
The Church of true Believers, is the Lamb's 
Wife. Ifai. liv. 5. Thy Maker is thy Huſband ; 
Here's an Honour conferred upon ſinful Mor- 
tals, above the Angels of Heaven: They 
arethe Friends of the Bridegroom ; but not 
married to Chriſt. En 
2. Nxvzx had any Prince or King, upon 
Earth, ſuch a great Eſtate, as the People of 

| God have. Indeed, for the preſent, they 
have not much in Hand and Poſſeſſion, Oe 
: caule 


Serm. VI. it 80 Shai of Men.” Ta 
cauſe are yet under Age; but, at the 
ſame as Er ae Hei of all Things 
in Heaven Chriſt i is he 
Portion. Fe VA in. 24. road hg is my Por- 
tion, ſaith 4 5 WT | 800 the ather 
has prepared m for them 
Luk. xil. 3 "Ad wh what, God. has pre 
Jeſus Chriſt will give them. 1 JW rr 2. 
3. Nzvzs was any, Prince, -0 
Earth, ſo adorned, as th the Pech h 0 
are, Pal. xlv. 13. The King ; Bags 
all lorious within, ber Chat is of wrought 
Gold : That is the Robe iſt's 1 
ouſneſs z, that glorious Righteoulneſs, which 
was wrought out by 178 Carty 82. 
ty > and brought in, b 
ix. 24. and Pn a ues 
ui, 22. N hic 
that believe. This is chat 1 
neſs of God, which is witneſſtd by 
and the. e K al 21. Th P 
other juſtifying hteouſneſs, 17 
Chriſt our Surety wk Tek This i what 
the Old-Teſtament Believers wer .cloathed 
with; 1/ai. Ixi. 1d. He hath ee me 
with the Garments r Salvation, he ouer- 
ed me with the Robe dee. Aa 
this was the ſame; in 280 Bc wer were 52 
ted and aſſiſted to Glory. Vai. xls. 5 
This is that Ri Preoulneßs, which exceeds 
the Righteouſneſs of the Seribes and Phari- 
ſees, Matt. vii. 20. This is a Righteouſ- 
neſs that exceeds the 9 of Adam 
in 
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* ' Delights of YE a 
in anocency; that was but a 1 9 
neſs of a mere Creature ; this is the, Righ- 
reouſneſs of God: That way but a tem 
rary and changenble; but This is an Everlaf- 
ting | Righteouſneſs. And this exceeds the 
Righteouſneſs of the holy Angels ; theirs is 
but the Righteouſneſs of Creatures; but 
this is the Righteouſneſs of ping | 
Earth 


1 75 'Nzvzs had any Prince 
WY 175 yet 18 0 


Life Guard, "ta a, Pep 
I. is 2 very love 
Sitz oY to ſee the King's Leds performing 
their. Office . him. But kw terrible 
Toever they r, it is but an Arm of 
Flelh: 5 dor ge let us ſee wherein the Guard 
thy Child of God, expells them. (1) 
HOP conftant, 'faithfut Guatds" bf the _ 
fte of God, are the holy Angels of Hea- 
2 Heb. i. 14. Are they nut, that i is, 3 
e, all miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to mint 

| 45 for them, bo ſhall be Heirs 6 "Salva 
Tien. Pſal. xci. 11. He ſhalt give bi 5 Angels 
12 barge conterning thee," to Reef'"thee in a thy 
Way. Pfal. xxxiv. 7. The Angel of the Lord 
" encam eth round about them that” fear bin. 
But that which is infinitely more is, (2.) That 
God himſelf is the Life Guard of his People. 
He watches over them Day and Night ; He 
keeps them as a Man keeps the Apple of 
his Eye. Tho? it is donderfol to read and 
conſider, yet it is full to our preſent Pur- 
poſe, that he hp never ſlumbers nor ſleeps, 
has ſtiled himſelf, the Watchman of | Iſrael. 
| ah 
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Serm. VI l arten eee, l 
Pſal. cxxi. B, 4. that is of che : 
of Jacob. He is A 75 Five —— 
bis' People, Teck iil g 16 2190994 207 du; 

*. Tau —— Honourable, las: 
Are the only. Frei · Men in the World: 
A others, Whether.rich. or-Pdor;-ate Vallals: 
and Slaves to the worſt of Tyrants v ttiat is. 
ra Satan, and to. their baſt-and burfnb Lud 


But Believers are all Free · Men, chat is, fee 


fea bm dhe Guilt and Power of Sit; . by 


the race Gd. 3 41-11 02 DEV 2/1 ed 
6. Tur Reliever: in-Chiift-is; the happiclt 
Mag upon Earth / for 'whatſoever Condition 
he; is braugſt into. can not bi miſerable: 


babe ped ee 
"ain; he mm 
ſecuted. wt ;;fannat;be\miſerableg) for 

(1,)./He has! Accel toi Cod che: kdstHeE 


Eat of the God - hearing Prager: Pal. iv. 
15, r. J E yes Mibe Lord urt por the 
Nele >dnd Gin Earpate apitcto hin lia | 
The, Righttous try tand the. Lom umu, j, 
delruereth (ach vue all viBhtito es. 
God: will he wich tem to e 
them. Iſai. xln 1b. ) Seer: Anu. not, ofor 
with thee, War diſmayed ; fur I amn 
i, will ſt rengt bene, yea Dull heln : — - 
1 wwill upbotd; three wah fetzt, Band df m my 
Righteouſneſs a the, Fire hund in the: fat), 
he: has engaged to ſtand: by:ahdiprotedt ihm 
from Harm(g./Godwill hrebpds themipoad, 
by, all their A een beter | 

n 3146 aphids appluabl 


* 


3 Bü Ti Delights of Chriff Ser; VI. 
to all the {pi Seed of Jucob. Gm xvii. 
ra. Veriiy I will do. thee "gold. And this 
Truth, the by . of God have experien By, 
and left their Teſtimony upbri: Nw for 
the Aliſtarice of the Faith und Hope of fork 
7 after; Rom. vi. 28; tau tbe: 
work lagetber for "to thei a: 
1 0 mths Cala, atrord- 


F 9511 lis 2 2003124 Jud 


te girth 
6-2 Fitz v — all others apbw''Ekerky 
| — 8 to their trueſt. W not this 
of the World, or «bout Matters of 

this Li therein the World may out- de 
them > Hatt rin. The CThilceem Of this 
Weid are wiſer im their Generation, thin 
the of ar in the-Things 
o God and relating to another 
World ; there their Wiſdom ec lla al! bthers. 
vi They: are wiſer chan all other Menz 


with ard 1 Meir Choice + God Nimfſef 
hath. 


choſen; them, and then directed 
their, Choice for ihem ; or eiſe they would 
chooſr as” fooliſhly as others do; or as un- 
- wiſelp.as:they — FK—ͤ— 

but, being taught of God, they chooſt e 
good Part. Chet ball never be taken away from 

#bem. That is, God in Chriſt; the "Favour 
and Grace of God'; che Bleſſings of rhe new 
Covenant: And they cheòſe the Word bf 
God for cheir Rule; and the Spirio of God 
for thet Guide; Tp walk with 
God ; not according: to the Courſe of this 
. bur accor g the _—_ 

r 


Ser- VI. h rhe Aan of Men. 149 
Chriſt. And they chooſe the very ſame Way 
of Juſtifi vation, and Salvation, as God has 


war ked out, through mne Soſpel; that is, 
(9-8: willing] 10 f 45 L/ all Thi b. 


t they mag v Corip, and bd ſnund in bim. 
Not only willing ww let go all din, but alt Truſt 

9 cheir own Righteouſneh hey live upon 
Jeſus Chriſt and bis Fullneſs of Grace, by 
1 as the Bread ee 3 the 

ame they. eamet liye upon Hugks, as 

z others do; hut have — T0025; that others 
knom not Uf. MatH iv. . It is ſaid,” AA 
Hall not live by Bread alone. And this is the 
Man 133233 Soul, that 
mult ha ye ſom from Heaven, to liue 
. Nod 

roc 


eee of ey te 
0 out if, dhe Daehn: of: Gran. 2 
Cg, Ae line vnd 4his is the Life®.of my 
SPURL wn nods one ef A lad ua 
.- (2). Tzny are the only Men that take 
Care to improve hein precious Time, and 
ſpiritual Opportunities for the Glory of God 
ad thein n anfl then Froft: ah wp 
-Treg/ave ill» Hedrbengs2 Matt) vi. gute 
rich th-Gtace IndizExptrience z': or 10 g 
in Grace, and abe. i d of! ou Log 
and Savioutr;>Fdftpofbrift'; 2 Phi. iii. 19. 
And herein conſiſts their Wiſdom i 
43 %⁰Taer lodle elb to the Frame of 
their Souls in, he Du⁰i⁰ỹ,jj Nccordug to 
chat aeedful Charge. cov. n Mh 
Hot, that ia thy Hears and affections) when 
1 6. dag It is net 
INS % | _ enough, | 


--. 
—— 


r err 


10 — Delt ca . 


for them to perfor 
-cil, e r ee bor the e 

at: bey ſerve with their - 

men That they may be Bbcere 

G04. in Religion; "Jively en cher Souls, in 

the! Exerciſe Gf. Faith, Love and Demés 
towards God and. Heaven 5 Hot only to kee pr 
in, but to run the Ways of his Command- pe 
mans; © SH]. To 28510 1) 25 ne to 
. (4) Fury keep their Eye, Heart and Hidje ley 
upon the\ Fort ain ane of Jeſus Chriſt”; not 
upon the Streams, not upon the Ciſterns; ndr th 
onthe Creatures, to reſt there; they are but ab 
Shadows, periſhing, diſappointing; _ and V 
herein alſo lies their trueſt Wiſdom. N 


(5.) Turin Trade is in Heaven). Gehe 
make Religion their Baſineſe zuthey chiefly 
ſeek the' Things thut ard ubove. Their — 4 6 
and beſt AﬀeQions are there. Phil, Ni. 20. b 
Our Converſation, Trade and principal Buſi- a 
neſs, is in Heaven, our Phoughts,” Cares and a 
chief Deſires are there) ſ 

| Theſe are;ſonit ohe great and weigh { 
Reden hach carat World ſhould net V 

7 
1 


delpiſe, -mucheſs1nfvelttie'P le of God: 
1 ſpecial ami, i ade Hiſci⸗ 
ples of. Jeſus Chriſt' mouſct Nearlyeleve, and 
delight in rach others!) 27702 Sonar Pf. 
'  Nowiletusdtel|lwhatltſe und 8 


af Wale TILT e e 


But in a 


nal Wiſdom. God. 
and Application bias conthin'd!. the? Wotts 
* Achs Morde of woar 


yy o Text. 
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nnr ERATION LEE | 
Serm. VI. with the Sons of Men. 151 
Text. Now therefore hearken unto. me, O ye 
Children; for bleſſed are they that keep my 
Ways ; bleſſed is the Man that heareth me, 
watching daily at my Gates, wailing at the 
Poſts of my Doors. „ ä 

A little familiar Explication of theſe Ex- 
preſſions ſhall finiſh this Text. And I am 
perſuaded, that every ſincere Soul defires 


* 


to know their Duty, as well as their Privi- 


(1] Ir is the Duty and Intereſt of all 
that are under the Sdund of the Goſpel, to 
attend to the Voice of [Jeſus Chriſt in his 
Word, This was the Charge of God, to 
Men, when he ſent his laſt and greateſt Pro- 
phet into the World. When he, laſt of all, 
ſent his Son, he expected that Men ſhould 
reverence him, Matt. xvii. 5. This is my | 
fo 


beloved Son, hear ye bim. That is, hear, 


as to believe in and obey him. Nat 
[2] Taz Seaſon is fixed, when Men 


- ſhould attend to what the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


ſhould ſpeak from Heaven; and that is now, 
without Delay; Now therefore,” heurten unto © 
me. Not to put it off till a more conveni- 
ent Seaſon 3 but attend to 43 e Pfal. 
xcv. 7, 8. To Day, ye will hear his Voice, 
harden not your Hearts, _ 1 
[3] Tux Reaſon why every one ſhould 
attend moſt carefully, and ſeriauſiy to the 
Voice of Jeſus Chriſt; and that's imply'd in 
the Word therefore; now therefore hearken. 


What does that 1 refer us 
© * 


unto, 


192 The aternol Delightrof Chrit Ser. VI. 


unto, as Arguments, why we ſhould attend, 


moſt ſeriouſſ W what Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks 


to us, in his 
{1.. Bzxcavse he is the very Perſon, that 


was choſen of God, from eels to be 


Mediator between God and Men; and ſet 
for a Surety with God for-us; with whom 

od the Father intruſted all the-Concerns 
of his own Glory, and the Salvation of the 
Sons of Men : "Therefore hearken, Sc. 


2. Becavss he is ſo well acquainted with 


the Father and his Will, and with all the 
Counſels of God, about the Salvation of 
Sinners: None knows the Fajher and his. Will, 
but the Son, and he io whom the Son will re- 
veal bim, Matt. xi. 27: therefore heatken 

[3. Bacausg he has ſuch a dear and ten- 
der Love to Mankind; his Deligbts wy 
with the Sons of Men, from everlaſti 
therefore his- Love inclines him to ſeek t 
ood and eternal Welfare of Souls: qhere- 
* hearken 

is Thos Bacausx, on all Accounts, they are 
bl that duly attend to de 
Voice of f. Jeſus Chriſt 3 that is, ſo as to turn 
from Sin to God; to believe in the Lord 
eſus Chriſt, and to practiſe what they hear. 
his is the Way to increaſe the Grace that 
Men have already received. Ifai. xl. 31. 
They that wait on the Lord fall renew their 
Strength. And it is the way to arrive ſafe at 
the Inheritance of the Saints.  [fai. Ixiv. 4. 
. For ſince the Beginning 7 the Warld, 445 
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upon him ee what he would 
RN the Lord, 
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Heart and Soul; ys Deſires 100 0 180 ; 
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_ their 2 and as the Eyes iden 
to the ado br Menen, by & wait 
upon the 2. bur "God, until , J have 
Mercy upon a 

2] WI mend wait i ib wa Ex- 
peftation, as poor, needy Creatures wait at 
the Door of a bou aft: Benefior, bor. 
ſuitable and [e dle chef. Arne 
while we war we ſhotld make dyn dur 
Requeſts to him, by Prayer and plica- 
= a. Senſe of 'Wanr, 
ould obtain Relief, muſt 


caſt 


tion; for waiting 


and thoſe dat . 
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Holineſs, true Riches, and ſpiritual Com:- 
b fort 5 for all /heſe "muſt come from God 
ü alone. And it is Pre 9 1- 
| them, in neglect of Duty: we muſt pray and 


wait for them; 14 8 W X A 
end ] We muſt wait on the Lord with cif 
Deſire; as poor benighted Stills look 
out, wiſh and long for the Da light. Pſal. 
cxxx. 6. Ax Soul waiteth for 5 d, more 
thaw they that watch fur 4 Morning +1 fay 
more ' than they that watch for the Morning, 
So the Prophet e his Reſolution, Iſai. 
viii. 17. Twill wait on the Lord, that bidet 
his Face from the Houſe of Facob, and I will 
look for bim; that is long, and wait, and hope 
for his Return. So that waiting implies 
Humility, Patience, Expectation, Defire, - 
Hope and Truſt, Lai. l. 10. Who is ambng © 
| * feuretb the Lordi that obeyetb'the- 
2 of | bis" Schvant, tbat walketh in Dark- 
neſs, that is, under. Doubts and Fears, and 


bath no Light, of Comfort? Les bim truſt in 
Ile Row Wy the Lord, ond Ray pen bis" 
God. ure n 
4 Wr mont wait on the Lord, as PI 
Souls wa 


n the FRyſician for 
rd Jeſys Chriſt is the great 
| eaſer of Souls. He hath s 

Eye: Salve for the Blind. "Rev. iii. 18, That 
i e Doctrines of the Goſpel, which be 
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196 Thy ral baun, of Chrid See. Vn 
ES me to ſome making. the Light of 
the Knowledge of the. G 
the Face of Jeſem Chriſt, 30 ſhine ingo their 
Hearts. And he hes bis Balew for che wound- 
| ed; ſuch as are under deep Conviction of 
Sin. Deut. xxxii, 39. Ses nqwithet I, gun 
Jam be, and there. it mo God withmes I 
and I make alive; I wound and I beal + nei- 
ther. is there. any bat, can deligs ext'of my 
Hand. To con heal all ſpiritual Diſeaſes, 
Pal. ciii. forgiveth all thine Iniquities, 
who bealeib 4 Biba ;/eaſes. He is a moſt 
wiſc and d 3 * faithful and tender: 
a moſt merciful and gracious; and a moſt 
ſucceſsful Phyſician: He never fails of Cure. 
Whatever were their Diſeaſes that app 3 
him in the Days of his Miniſtry upon 

they never failed of Cure; Luke vi. 19. The bere 
went Virtue out of him, and bealed them all, 
And he is willing 
be the Diſcaſe — it will; and he does all 
freely 3 without Money. and without Price. 


5] WI ſhould wail on the Lord, py EE 
Jo fee the King in 


| jets wait on the King. 
his Beauty and Glory. We ſhould come to 
Goſ pel-Ordinances, with this View. Pſa]. 
xxvii, 4. One Thing have I defired 0 = 
Lord, and that will L. ſtek after 3 that | 
dwell in the Hauſa,of the Lori all the Days 
my - Life, to bahglg tbe ! af the. 
= to enquire in bis Ti a 
waiting on the King, Would be, to preſent 
our won, before him: for the King of. 


Bae! 
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beg 
| fit. dawn.and 
ET NES Id be. Is it 
| King's Mercy; the free, Pardon 
| ty rata many Sins; for thou haſt 
of Rebellion and High ceaſon 
e King of Heaven; Soul, hrt 


by Fele, and ask Pardon of Sin, a8 f 

Fruit of his free Grace? —— Or would it not 
be to ask Help againſt thy powerful Eger 
mies, Satan and his Temptations; that God, 
ding to his own Promiſe, would give 


1n Strength, according to the Day of Tria! 
and Temptation ? Deut. xxxiii. 25. thy 
Days, fa fbeil+by Strength be. Rom. xvi. 20. 


The Cad of Pease ſopH bryiſe Satan under your 
There. bath no 


Ha omi, 1 Cor. x. 8. 
Tompiation taken your But fuch-as is common 9 
Man: but (God isifauhbful, who will not ſuffer 
yat 10 be tempiedi above that ye are able ; but 


will, with the Temptation (ſo, make a Way i 
may be able to bear ii. Or 


fo 


ſubdued? For that's the gracious Promiſe 
of God, and moſt needful for thee. Mich. 
ite! Vil, 
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eſcape, that\\ ye 
—— Petition be, for Hel 
Cotruptions ; to have thine. 


againſt 
iquities 
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Wil" gi EC ; be will have 
| born. 46 thil J ble u 


for an appointed Ti ime, hs al the End it. hall 


0 The dir kane cine. _— 


es f and thou” wilt cut all 'their Sins into the 

[Depths of the Sen. What is there, among all 
the Afffictions of the People of — 
much gtieves the — Soul, as | 
of Sim f. He that could glory in iba, 
Roni%.3' groans under the Remains ef 
the Body of Sin. Rom. vii. 24. O 4vretched 
Man bat I am, who ſhall deliver-m# from the 
Bodyrof this Death ? or this Body of Death 
Theſe That Ale riot groaning a id breathing 
for Dehveranee, are not yet᷑ alive, but dead 
zn Freſpaſies and Sins. Again, would not 
thy Errand ro the King be, to put him in 


Mind of ſome gracious bromiſe, that he has 
made to thee or thine ; and which he has 
| encouraged 


thee to ask, and plead, and wait 
for? If the Fromiſes are great, and good, 
and ſuitabte, then they are worth the waits 
eee you” have the King's royal 
ord for their Fulfilment, in the 7 Seas 
ſon, to encourage your Prayer: and Hope i in 
Waiting, nohe--ſhall wait on him in vain 3 
none ever were, nor ever ſhall be aſhamed 
that wait for him. Only it is fit that we 
Hould wait his Time, which is always the 
fitteſt Time. Hab. ii. g. Me Viſion is yer 


ſpeak, 2 l tis tho tary,” wail: fbr ir y 
b:cauſp' it: will ſurely como, it will not tary. 
This we learn what we are to wait upon 


_ laſting. 
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& Prin e 


95 = 


| 288, 7 
Gl oct Ps 
5 5 = 5 


Wers of. 05 
Ns 
ies worth the ane for. \ 
Ve are. alſo eee gh — 
ut On on the Lord, -for 1 5 great 
, And "IS, at 2 
. 155 'P 1 9 bil 3 


e 


W + 
_ 6h the of. Grace = A Rs 00 1 as FE, 
corded hi > Nane; ; where Promiſed 
his**Prefence:” Matt! xxviii, 30. 7008 
them {o obſerve all, things, whatſoever . I have 
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chief es thought good. Neglecting one 
Ofdihafice, While they perform another, is 
no Evidence of Sincerity. nor Way to thrive 
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ſich grieve their F ellow-Diſciples ; and they 
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irs, which ſhall 0e our Text ing fre 


Wo. ſhould wait daily on 
Fin, he who is our Sovereign. I 
| Maſter wes par on Therefore i 7m | 
dur Duty, with which, none upon has 
Power to diſpenſe, "We find this Duty in- 
culcated, in other Portions of Scripty 
Mal, * Vi. 44. Wait RE Lord ; 5 1 
good -. rage. and be Hall ſirens! | 
Heart Wk T fay on e N fs 


pent i 2 5 
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dem. VI. ith the Sow of Man," 107 
and his one z even as he e hag en 


eff 


Poor of qur Hearts, 


fore we 5 


Door to him Beſides, his infinite Wiſdom + 


is fitteſt to determine both what to give, and 
TEE to give ſuitable Mercies to his People: 
The Time that we fer, and the Time that 
Gad ſets, m ap. 0X always come together: 
but tho G may not always — our 
Time, yet God will alwa 
Time. It is very fit th 


the Sovercigy 


| Lord of Heaven and Earth, ſhould ſer. bi bis 


ot wo Time ; and it is as fit that we ſhould 
homie i e Wilen des far that's always beſt; chat in 


gs come at his own 


"0 


f Wr n dil the ; 


3 cames : for when it comes it will a+ 
dancly pay for all our waiting. The 

FI $.and exceeding, Valve, the Suitable- 
nefs and durable Nature at the Mercy, will 

, make Amends for all. = 7" 913} 223.01 
4] Ws ſhould patiently wait 


"Fill the Mercy comes; becauſe 


no fingers 
Soul ſhall waic in vain. He may wait longer 


than he once expected he ſhould have done, 


but he ſhall never be diſa] 
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the Lord 
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17 62 The eternal agi if 0 Set: vi. 


is the Lord, we bave waited for. bim, wwe u will 


be g lad ond. Pejoice in bis Salvation. © © | 
7) Wa  thouk wait the Fe ak Time; 


for, may be for the ae Advantage 
Comfort of the Soul in the End. Fd + 


it be for an Anſwer of Prayer, or the ul-⸗ 


filment of a Promiſe, or for removing of an 
Afflidion; the very Daf wel 


Ifai. xxx. 18. 48099075 reg by the Lord wait, 
that be. may be gracious to* Je that is the 
more elde and therefore will he be exalted 
1 be 'may have Mercy upon yon; that is ſhow 


Ju gaben; that is, of infinite Wiſdom, to 
o the beſt Way, and the fitteſt Time to 
give the Mercy defired ;' therefore it is added 
Bleſſed are all 17 that wait for 5071 Lam. 


ii. 35. The Lord is goods unto them that wait 


for him, to the Soul that ſceteth bim; to ſuch 


to its Increaſe ; and that will turn to our own 

refit. Iris the Exercife of 'Faith, *Patience 
and Hope. If ir be waiting for a Promiſe; 
Faith e it, as true, and that God is 
oth" able and faithful to perform, We muſt 


conſider both theſe, while we wait for any 


Promiſe j or elſe we ſhall quickly have done 
Walking. 80 Abrabam dc; Rom. iv. 21. 
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greater Mercy 3 for #be Lord is a God of 
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